


Airspace Modernisation
Design Principles Workshop



Introduction
The Government has identified the need to modernise existing airspace to 
improve capacity, operational efficiency and environmental 
performance.

“Our Future Skies” (the Government’s airspace modernisation
programme) has been launched, forecast to be complete by 2025.

NATS are developing an ACP to modernise the airspace structure and 
route network above 7,000 ft.  

Airports in the south-east have been requested to develop complimentary 
ACPs to ensure future arrival and departure routes link with these high-
level changes and to maximise the benefits.



Benefits

Maximise efficiency
Maintain and improve safety
Improve resilience
Accommodate future demand
Reduce delays
Aim to improve climb and descent 
profiles
Aim to reduce carbon emissions through 
reduced fuel burn
Aim to reduce noise impacts



Who’s involved?

Initiator, regulator,
Defines process 
publishes 
guidance

CAA
Change Sponsor 
for departure and 
arrival routes up 
to 7,000 ft

Airports

Change sponsor 
for en-route 
network changes 
(above 7,000 ft)

NATS
Provide feedback 
through 
engagement and 
consultation

Stakeholders



Process



Timeline
CAP1616 Gateways – Completion dates Indicative Timeline

Assessment meeting Complete

Stage 1A – Define (Statement of need) Complete

Stage 1B – Design Principles

Develop with LCACC sub-group May 2019

Full engagement June – August 2019

Submission to CAA September 2019

Gateway meeting with CAA October 2019

Stage 2 – Develop and assess design options Q2 2020

Stage 3 - Consult Q2 2021

Stage 4 – Update and Submit Q1 2022

Stage 5 - Decide Q3 2022

Stage 6 - Implement 2024/25



Design Principles

Design principles encompass the safety, environmental and operational 
criteria and strategic policy objectives that the change sponsor aims for 
in developing the airspace change proposals.

The design principles form a framework against which airspace change 
design options will be developed and evaluated in the future stages.

They can be contradictory. Principles are therefore typically given a 
priority rating.



Draft LCY Design Principles – For discussion



Draft LCY Design Principles – For discussion



Design Principles – Wider Engagement

• Two months (21st June - 25th August)
• Emails sent and information published on website
• Key stakeholders including:

Local MPs
Local Councils (overflown up to 7,000 ft)
GLA
LCACC
Airlines
NATMAC (National Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee)
Community Groups
ICCAN



How to respond

Online response form

Electronic response form, emailed to ourfutureskies@londoncityairport.com

Written response form by post to:
Our Future Skies 
London City Airport 
Royal Docks 
London 
E16 2PB  

Deadline is 25th August 2019

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=b4JG-iszn0mEE_DGO0loyBk7XPr84EZLkq3zNJM-PC1UQ0I5SDE2S1RCQldKVFc5Mk5HNFg2MFRLUC4u
mailto:ourfutureskies@londoncityairport.com


Potential areas 
that will be 
affected (up to 
7,000 ft)
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