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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 
process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 
bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 
comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 
focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of 
areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views 
have been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of 
Design Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on 
the list and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or 
your organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying 
final approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for 
change for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design 
Principle, but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be 
developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the 
Design Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the 
statement constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the 
comment box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of 
you or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of 
concern that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design 
Principles you feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact 
details; this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the 
timescales specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) 
of the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help 
us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed 
airspace design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to 
seek your views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway 
currently planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be 
conducted between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed 
through this earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full 
consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Thank you very much for responding to our Design Principles Questionnaire or for 
attending a focus group event.  We are very grateful for everybody’s engagement with the 
process and for all of the views expressed by the various representative bodies and 
individuals.  The responses received in the questionnaires and the discussions during the 
focus groups have helped us to derive a comprehensive list of potential Design Principles 
that reflect the statements made during these events.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views have 
been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of Design 
Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on the list 
and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or your 
organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying final 
approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for change 
for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design Principle, 
but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the Design 
Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the statement 
constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the comment 
box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of you 
or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of concern 
that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design Principles you 
feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact details; 
this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the timescales 
specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 26th July 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) of 
the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help us 
to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway scheduled for Friday 30th 
August 2019. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed airspace 
design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to seek your 
views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway currently 
planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be conducted 
between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed through this 
earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 
process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 
bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 
comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 
focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views have 
been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of Design 
Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on the list 
and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or your 
organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying final 
approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for change 
for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design Principle, 
but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the Design 
Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the statement 
constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the comment 
box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of you 
or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of concern 
that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design Principles you 
feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   

 

1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 
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acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact details; 
this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the timescales 
specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) of 
the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help us 
to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed airspace 
design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to seek your 
views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway currently 
planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be conducted 
between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed through this 
earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 
process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 
bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 
comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 
focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views have 
been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of Design 
Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on the list 
and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or your 
organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying final 
approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for change 
for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design Principle, 
but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the Design 
Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the statement 
constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the comment 
box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of you 
or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of concern 
that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design Principles you 
feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   

 

1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 
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acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact details; 
this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the timescales 
specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) of 
the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help us 
to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed airspace 
design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to seek your 
views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway currently 
planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be conducted 
between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed through this 
earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full consultation report. 
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Response to this Design Principles Stakeholder Review by 
the British Gliding Association represented by Bath Wilts 
and North Dorset Gliding Club.  July 2019. 

 

Our comments are included in the section “Review of Design 
Principles” and this document is saved as a revised version 
of the EDAL 5th July document, and its revised edition 2, as 
requested in the submission instructions. 

 

We wish to emphasise that The Devon and Somerset Gliding 
Club (DSGC) has its own very specific issues with the 
proposed ACP and will respond in its own right as an 
affected party.  We strongly support its needs and comments 
as submitted.
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Thank you very much for responding to our Design Principles Questionnaire or for 
attending a focus group event.  We are very grateful for everybody’s engagement with 
the process and for all of the views expressed by the various representative bodies and 
individuals.  The responses received in the questionnaires and the discussions during the 
focus groups have helped us to derive a comprehensive list of potential Design Principles 
that reflect the statements made during these events.  As with any engagement activity, 
it should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of 
areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views 
have been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of 
Design Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on 
the list and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or 
your organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying 
final approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for 
change for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design 
Principle, but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be 
developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the 
Design Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the 
statement constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the 
comment box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of 
you or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of 
concern that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design 
Principles you feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact 
details; this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the 
timescales specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 26th July 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) 
of the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help 
us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway scheduled for Friday 
30th August 2019. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed 
airspace design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to 
seek your views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway 
currently planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be 
conducted between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed 
through this earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full 
consultation report. 
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Comments: 

 

The BGA has a set of principles that inform its response to consultations such as this EDAL one.  For completeness these are listed 
below.  We propose them as important principles to be taken into account as the EDAL ACP is developed.    

BGA ACP Principles  

• An assumption that GA including sporting and recreational aviation is entitled to continued safe use of airspace 
and that commercial aviation does not have a right to limit airspace access  

• Sponsors must show how they are integrating their proposal within the overall UK airspace modernisation 
context (for example, proposals which do not connect efficiently between upper and lower airspace (potentially 
under different airspace "management") would only inhibit overall airspace efficiency and therefore not receive 
our support) 

• Reiteration that the UK airspace’s default classification is G 

• Reiteration that Class E airspace default is without the addition of a TMZ or RMZ 

• Expectation that data used, particularly forecasts, will be verifiable including details of any and all assumptions 

• Proper validation of forecast traffic levels 

• Proper analysis of overall airspace safety changes, ie based on modelling and evidence rather than purely 
subjective opinion. 

• Minimum size of controlled airspace 

• Steeper and continuous climbs and descents for cost and environmental benefits as well as minimisation of 
CAS footprint 

• Use of Class E airspace as an alternative to class A, C or D airspace 

• Optimisation of the development work above and below the 8,000ft NATS en-route split. 

• Flexible use of airspace including interoperability with existing e-conspicuity, eg FLARM and PilotAware 

• Efficient consultation 
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Table 2 –  

FASI South Considerations  

 

We are aware that a major exercise is taking place to re-plan the airspace in the southern UK.  We are participating in other ACP 
consultation at a number of airports across the region and with NATS in its re-planning exercise for the upper airspace. 

It is somewhat surprising that Exeter Airport appears not to be a participant in the grouping of 16 airports, including Southampton and 
Bristol, who are working on plans.  Please clarify what plans EDAL has to integrate with the work of these other airports.  It seems 
obvious that there could be advantages in combining with others to ensure that the most efficient design is produced for the region.   



 

Pamela Woods Chair Kevin Bishop PhD Chief Executive (National Park Officer) 

The purposes of the Dartmoor National Park Authority are to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage  

of the National Park and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the area’s special qualities. 

In pursuing these purposes the Authority has a duty to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of the local community. 

 

www.dartmoor.gov.uk 

  @dartmoornpa 

  enjoy dartmoor 

 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
Sent by email: acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 
   
  Direct Line: 01626831018 
 
 
  2nd August 2019 
 
Dear
 
Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA) has become aware of the Exeter airport airspace change 
proposal. We believe that this change has the potential to effect Dartmoor National Park and the 
reasons for which it has been designated. We would appreciate if you could include the Authority in 
any future consultation regarding these proposals. 
 
DNPA is the public body responsible for ensuring the conservation and enhancement of Dartmoor 
National Park. The Authority has two statutory purposes: 

1. to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area 
2. to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the parks' special qualities 

by the public. 
 
Pursuant to s11a of the 1949 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act a statutory duty is 
also placed on all relevant authorities to have regard to National Park purposes when exercising or 
performing functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land within these areas. Defra have produced 
guidance for complying with this duty, it is available online: 
 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402204840/http://archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/docu
ments/protected/npaonb-duties-guide.pdf  
 
Civil Aviation Authorities (CAAs) are specifically listed as one of the key relevant authorities to 
whom the above duty applies. 
 
Tranquillity  
Tranquillity is one of Dartmoor National Park’s special qualities for which it is designated. It is our 
responsibility to ensure that tranquillity is conserved and enhanced. We therefore support the 
inclusion of tranquillity in the design principles, but would query what is meant by ‘local areas of 
tranquillity’. Any air space changes should ensure that the National Park’s tranquillity is conserved 
and enhanced. 
 
Tranquillity is subjective and relative: whether a place feels tranquil will feel different for everyone, 
however there are common characteristics which have been identified through consultation and 
research which can help refine your understanding. We recommend that CPRE’s research and 
associated mapping be used to identify places of relative tranquillity. This is available online:  
 
https://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/tranquil-places  
 



 

The definition DNPA use in the emerging Local Plan is consistent with CPRE’s research and is 
provided below: 
 

“Tranquillity can be understood as being made up of a variety of sounds and 
experiences which help people find peace and a sense of well-being within the 
landscape. Most commonly these factors include: 

 feeling close to nature and wildlife 

 feeling solitude and remoteness 

 hearing natural sounds 

 seeing unspoilt natural beauty” 
 
Air Quality 
Exeter airport and the CAA should also consider the air quality impacts that emissions associated 
with air travel have, not only on human health, but also the designated wildlife sites in the vicinity of 
Exeter airport. Dartmoor National Park includes three internationally important wildlife sites 
Dartmoor, South Dartmoor Woods and South Hams Special Areas of Conservation (SAC).  
 
All of these sites are known to be under pressure from nitrogen deposition, which is where nitrogen 
oxides emitted from the combustion of fossil fuels are absorbed by precipitation (rain, fog and 
snow) and transported to the earth’s surface and deposited as Nitrogen (N). Nitrogen (N) is a major 
growth nutrient required by all plants for growth. It is absorbed by vascular plants mainly through 
the roots and by lichens and bryophytes in gaseous form through the plant’s surface. N deposition 
has the greatest impacts on bryophytes and on plant communities characterised by slow-growing, 
small or low-growing species which are typically found in Dartmoor’s rare and valued habitats. 
When exposed to high N concentrations slow growing species are easily outcompeted for light or 
other limited resources by more vigorous species (often grasses) able to exploit increased N made 
available by N deposition.  
 
N deposition is attributable to various sources, including emissions of ammonia from livestock, 
international shipping, road and air transport, and imported emissions. Further information and 
data on nitrogen deposition is available on the Air Pollution Information System website: 
 
http://www.apis.ac.uk/  
 
There is the potential for a change in Exeter airport’s air space to have an impact on the N 
deposition experienced on Dartmoor’s and other designated wildlife sites in the vicinity of Exeter 
airport. The JNCC list vulnerabilities for European wildlife sites, air pollution is already identified as 
having a high negative effect on the Dartmoor and South Dartmoor Woods SACs which are within 
the area potentially affected by these proposals. The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 put a duty on public bodies to have regard to the protection of these areas in the 
exercise of any of their functions. Where there is the potential for likely significant effects on a 
European wildlife site, either within the National Park or within another authority, a Habitat 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) would be required. We therefore believe air quality and its impact 
on designated wildlife sites should form a design principle for these proposals.  
 
I trust the above is clear and of assistance. Should you require any further information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully 

Forward Planner  
Dartmoor National Park Authority 
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Comments: 

DSGC believes that from the viewpoint of aviation stakeholders, the principles which should guide any changes proposed to local 
airspace are set out in the appropriate legislative and industry guidance, as highlighted below.  These principles should therefore 
guide the development and assessment of options. 

1. The statutory framework: the established hierarchy of principles and priorities set out in the Transport Act 2000 Section 70, 

including footnotes 1 – 3.  (See https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Legislative-framework-to-airspace-change/) . 

2. Compliance with all other statutory and CAA guidance on changes to and the modernisation of airspace, including and subject to 

the following provisions. 

3. “The principle that the least restrictive categorisation of airspace should be the norm in UK airspace design, with more restrictive 

classifications only being established where necessary when the safety need is clearly demonstrated”. (Taken from SARG’s Policy Statement 

dated 14 August 2015 for Radio Mandatory Zones and Transponder Mandatory Zones, paragraph 1.2). 

4. “Any airspace design is to use the minimum volume of CAS, consistent with safe and efficient air traffic operations”. (So as to comply 

with the relevant Airspace Modernisation Strategy Objective/parameter, see AMS page 23). 
5. “Airspace developments at lower altitudes must…consider the need to safely integrate other airspace users within the airport 

vicinity, including General Aviation…” (AMS paragraph 4.24) with the related principle that “airspace modernisation should satisfy the 

requirements of operators and owners of all classes of aircraft across the commercial, General Aviation and military sectors”. (AMS 

paragraph 3.5). 
6. Additional Note:  DSGC feels that airspace structures in terms of zones and CTAs should not be overly complicated.  This principle 

appears to have had backing from NATS during the 2017 ACP process.  [“NATS raised concerns relating to the airspace design which was assessed as 

potentially complicating Air Traffic Management (ATM) arrangements in the area”: ,  quote from Consultations Report, Executive Summary: this was understood to relate to the 

number, size and varying bases of the CTAs]. 

Summary 

The principles set out above enable a subsequent test to be applied to the preferred option which is proposed to form an ACP 
submission:  

(a) Has the safety need for any change from the status quo been clearly demonstrated? (So as to comply with the SARG principle referred above).   

(b) Do the proposals constitute the least restrictive categorisation of airspace required to meet the demonstrated need? (Ditto). 

(c) In the event of a demonstrable need for controlled airspace, has the change sponsor clearly demonstrated that its proposal 

will…“use the minimum volume of CAS, consistent with safe and efficient air traffic operations?”  (So as to comply with the relevant AMS 

Objective/parameter, see AMS page 23). 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I would again request that ALL 
MOD interaction with respect to the ACP is done in the first instance, via the DAATM. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

Squadron Leader 
S02 Airspace Operations 
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Date: 23 July 2019 
Our ref:  288376 
Your ref: Exeter Airport’s Airspace Change project 
  

 

Osprey Consultants Services 
 
 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk  
 
 
 

 
  
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

Dea
 
Planning consultation: Exeter Airport - Design Principles 
Location: Exeter Airport, Exeter, Devon EX5 2BE 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 08 July 
2019. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 
requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset 
designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning 
authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The 
dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website 
 
Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural environment 
issues is provided at Annex A. 
 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
 

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not 
have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes. 
 
Natural England’s generic advice on other natural environment issues is set out at Annex A. 
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For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this 
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Consultations Team 
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Annex A – Additional advice 

Natural England offers the following additional advice: 
 
Landscape 
Paragraph 170 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) highlights the need to protect and 
enhance valued landscapes through the planning system.  This application may present opportunities to 
protect and enhance locally valued landscapes, including any local landscape designations. You may 
want to consider whether any local landscape features or characteristics (such as ponds, woodland or 
dry stone walls) could be incorporated into the development in order to respect and enhance local 
landscape character and distinctiveness, in line with any local landscape character assessments.  
Where the impacts of development are likely to be significant, a Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment 
should be provided with the proposal to inform decision making.  We refer you to the Landscape Institute 
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for further guidance. 
 
Best and most versatile agricultural land and soils  
Local planning authorities are responsible for ensuring that they have sufficient detailed agricultural land 
classification (ALC) information to apply NPPF policies (Paragraphs 170 and 171).  This is the case 
regardless of whether the proposed development is sufficiently large to consult Natural England.  Further 
information is contained in GOV.UK guidance  
 
Agricultural Land Classification information is available on the Magic website on the Data.Gov.uk 
website. If you consider the proposal has significant implications for further loss of ‘best and most 
versatile’ agricultural land, we would be pleased to discuss the matter further.  
 
Guidance on soil protection is available in the Defra Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable 
Use of Soils on Construction Sites, and we recommend its use in the design and construction of 
development, including any planning conditions.  Should the development proceed, we advise that the 
developer uses an appropriately experienced soil specialist to advise on, and supervise soil handling, 
including identifying when soils are dry enough to be handled and how to make the best use of soils on 
site.  
 
Protected Species 
Natural England has produced standing advice1 to help planning authorities understand the impact of 
particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural England will 
only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in exceptional 
circumstances. 
 
Local sites and priority habitats and species 
You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local wildlife or geodiversity sites, 
in line with paragraphs 171 and174 of the NPPF and any relevant development plan policy. There may 
also be opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their connectivity. Natural England does not 
hold locally specific information on local sites and recommends further information is obtained from 
appropriate bodies such as the local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or recording 
societies. 
 
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in the 
England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
Act 2006.  Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the 
Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites.  List of priority habitats and species can be found here2.  
Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected when impacts on 
priority habitats or species are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the potential 
environmental value of brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial land, further 
information including links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here. 

                                                
1 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals  
2http://webarchive nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiver

sity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx  
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Ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees 
You should consider any impacts on ancient woodland and ancient and veteran trees in line with 
paragraph 175 of the NPPF. Natural England maintains the Ancient Woodland Inventory which can help 
identify ancient woodland.  Natural England and the Forestry Commission have produced standing 
advice for planning authorities in relation to ancient woodland and ancient and veteran trees.  It should 
be taken into account by planning authorities when determining relevant planning applications. Natural 
England will only provide bespoke advice on ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees where they 
form part of a SSSI or in exceptional circumstances. 
 
Environmental enhancement 
Development provides opportunities to secure net gains for biodiversity and wider environmental gains, 
as outlined in the NPPF (paragraphs 8, 72, 102, 118, 170, 171, 174 and 175). We advise you to follow 
the mitigation hierarchy as set out in paragraph 175 of the NPPF and firstly consider what existing 
environmental features on and around the site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could 
be incorporated into the development proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you should 
consider off site measures. Opportunities for enhancement might include:  

 

 Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way. 

 Restoring a neglected hedgerow. 

 Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site. 

 Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape. 

 Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds. 

 Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings. 

 Designing lighting to encourage wildlife. 

 Adding a green roof to new buildings. 
 
You could also consider how the proposed development can contribute to the wider environment and 
help implement elements of any Landscape, Green Infrastructure or Biodiversity Strategy in place in 
your area. For example: 
 

 Links to existing greenspace and/or opportunities to enhance and improve access. 

 Identifying opportunities for new greenspace and managing existing (and new) public spaces to be 
more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips) 

 Planting additional street trees.  

 Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network or using the opportunity of 
new development to extend the network to create missing links. 

 Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor 
condition or clearing away an eyesore). 

 
Access and Recreation 
Natural England encourages any proposal to incorporate measures to help improve people’s access to 
the natural environment. Measures such as reinstating existing footpaths together with the creation of 
new footpaths and bridleways should be considered. Links to other green networks and, where 
appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the creation of wider green 
infrastructure. Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should be delivered 
where appropriate.  
 
Rights of Way, Access land, Coastal access and National Trails 
Paragraphs 98 and 170 of the NPPF highlights the important of public rights of way and access.  
Development should consider potential impacts on access land, common land, rights of way, coastal 
access routes and coastal margin in the vicinity of the development and the scope to mitigate any 
adverse impacts. Consideration should also be given to the potential impacts on any nearby National 
Trails, including the England Coast Path. The National Trails website www.nationaltrail.co.uk provides 
information including contact details for the National Trail Officer.  
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Biodiversity duty 
Your authority has a duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of your decision making.  
Conserving biodiversity can also include restoration or enhancement to a population or habitat.  Further 
information is available here. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 
process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 
bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 
comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 
focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of 
areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views 
have been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of 
Design Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on 
the list and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or 
your organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying 
final approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for 
change for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design 
Principle, but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be 
developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the 
Design Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the 
statement constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the 
comment box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of 
you or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of 
concern that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design 
Principles you feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact 
details; this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the 
timescales specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) 
of the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help 
us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed 
airspace design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to 
seek your views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway 
currently planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be 
conducted between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed 
through this earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full 
consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 

process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 

bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 

comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 

focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 

should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 

alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views have 

been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of Design 

Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on the list 

and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or your 

organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 

priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 

Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 

Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying final 

approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for change 

for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design Principle, 

but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the Design 

Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the statement 

constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the comment 

box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of you 

or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 

(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 

mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 

comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of concern 

that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design Principles you 

feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   

	

1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 

address: 
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acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 

responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 

to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact details; 

this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the timescales 

specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 

Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 

Clyst Honiton 

Exeter 

EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) of 

the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help us 

to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed airspace 

design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to seek your 

views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway currently 

planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be conducted 

between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed through this 

earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Thank you very much for responding to our Design Principles Questionnaire or for 
attending a focus group event.  We are very grateful for everybody’s engagement with 
the process and for all of the views expressed by the various representative bodies and 
individuals.  The responses received in the questionnaires and the discussions during the 
focus groups have helped us to derive a comprehensive list of potential Design Principles 
that reflect the statements made during these events.  As with any engagement activity, 
it should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of 
areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views 
have been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of 
Design Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on 
the list and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or 
your organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying 
final approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for 
change for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design 
Principle, but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be 
developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the 
Design Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the 
statement constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the 
comment box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of 
you or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of 
concern that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design 
Principles you feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact 
details; this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the 
timescales specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 26th July 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) 
of the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help 
us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway scheduled for Friday 
30th August 2019. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed 
airspace design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to 
seek your views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway 
currently planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be 
conducted between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed 
through this earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full 
consultation report. 
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1 Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction  

Exeter Airport is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already engaged with the 
process and for all of the views that have been provided by the various representative 
bodies and individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to derive a 
comprehensive list of potential Design Principles that reflect the statements made during 
focus group events and from questionnaires received.  As with any engagement activity, it 
should be noted that opposing views were expressed by stakeholders in a number of 
areas. 

The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which the 
alternative design options will be considered. It is therefore important that your views 
have been accurately captured.  This document has been prepared to share the list of 
Design Principles developed and we now need your help to provide further comments on 
the list and to help us understand which Design Principles are most important to you or 
your organisations.  

Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main 
priority of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the 
Transport Act 2000.  The principle area of concern regarding current operations for Exeter 
Airport is the limited protection currently afforded to Commercial Air Transport flying 
final approach and initial departure routes from the airport.  Safety is the main driver for 
change for this Airspace Change Proposal and as such, has not been included as a Design 
Principle, but will be the overarching principle against which the design options will be 
developed. 

1.2 Stakeholder Review Requirements  

Please take a look at the attached Design Principles in Table 1 below.  For each of the 
Design Principle listed we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the 
statement constitutes a Design Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detail in the 
comment box provided.   

In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to the priority of 
you or your organisation.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 16 
(Lowest priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please 
mark it as ‘0’.  Please add any amplifying comments you wish to include, also in the 
comments box.   

Please complete Table 2 to provide any additional comments if there any areas of 
concern that you feel have not been considered  or to suggest any additional Design 
Principles you feel ought to be considered by Exeter Airport.   
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1.3 How to Respond   

Please save the file that includes your responses and attach to an email to the following 
address: 

acpexeterenquiries@exeter-airport.co.uk 

In addition to the word file, we will accept scanned, hand-written responses or email 
responses as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle or question 
to which your response relates. 

It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact 
details; this will allow us to cross-refer to the emails we send out. 

We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the 
timescales specified below: 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd 
Clyst Honiton 
Exeter 
EX5 2BD 

Please respond by mid-day Friday 2nd August 2019.   

1.4 Next Steps  

The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) 
of the Exeter Airport Airspace Change Proposal.  The response you now provide will help 
us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the CAA DEFINE Gateway. 

Passing through the CAA DEFINE Gateway will then allow us to commence detailed 
airspace design work.  Further engagement activities will take place during this time to 
seek your views on the designs developed ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS Gateway 
currently planned for late November.  It is anticipated that the formal consultation will be 
conducted between March and July 2020.  Exeter Airport will ensure any views expressed 
through this earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full 
consultation report. 
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