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In the meantime 

• Do you have / can you produce a table for 2R / 3R Airspace engagement, incl dates (by Q fine)

and expectations? I have a presentation from AOE but something with a bit more detail would

be helpful.

• If you have contacts you are engaging with at AC / DL and / or EI please let me know, otherwise

I will follow up with my contacts at respective organisations for flight ops support on this.

Kind regards 

 

EMAIL INVITATION TO CPT WORKSHOPS 

From:  

Sent on: Friday, June 14, 2019 10:37:46 AM 

To:  

CC: 
 

Subject: Compton workshops - confirmation of invitations 

Hi  

To confirm, all emails/invitations to Compton workshops have been sent this morning. These went to: 

• HCEB

• HCNF

• 12 local authorities (including Surrey County Council, which I added in) – TO Chief Executive

Officers/Council Leaders; CC’ing relevant council officers/attendees of previous workshops

• HSPG core team

All emails are below. You will notice that we’ve said the venue is to be confirmed – essentially, for the 

Tues 11 July (Workshop 1) session, I’m still waiting for Compass to make this available for us. Once 

confirmed, I’ll send an update to everyone – and I’ll order catering. 

For clarity, the 12 local authorities are: 

1. Bracknell Forest
2. Elmbridge
3. Hillingdon
4. Hounslow
5. Richmond Upon Thames
6. Runnymede
7. Spelthorne
8. Surrey Heath
9. Surrey County Council
10. Windsor & Maidenhead
11. Woking
12. Wokingham
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As usual, I’ll set up my ‘response tracker’ and provide updates closer to the time. We can also have a 

pre-meet a week or so before to discuss. 

If you need anything else, let me know. 

Thanks, 

 

Compton workshop invitation – HCEB 

Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 

Good morning, 

We are looking to make changes to our easterly departure route known as Compton, which has 

historically seen a much lower percentage of ‘track keeping’ (how well aircraft stay within the 

departure route up to 4,000ft) as compared with other departure routes from Heathrow. 

To make this change we are undertaking the Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) airspace change process 

(known as ‘CAP1616’). The process places great importance on engaging and consulting on airspace 

proposals throughout the process with a wide range of stakeholders, including potentially affected 

communities. At this stage in the process we are required to engage with stakeholders to develop and 

seek feedback on a proposed list of design principles - essentially a list of high-level criteria that the 

proposed airspace design options should meet (this is a similar approach to the other airspace changes 

we are carrying out, such as for an expanded Heathrow, Independent Parallel Approaches, and the 

email you would have received earlier in the week about Slightly Steeper Approaches). 

We would like the input of HCEB members, particularly those that are overflown by the Compton 

route today, at two workshops – details are below. We will use the first session (Workshop 1) to 

explain more about our Compton Airspace Change Proposal and the purpose of design principles. The 

feedback from you and our other stakeholders (including local authorities potentially affected by 

changes to the Compton route) will then be used to create a proposed list of design principles. A follow 

up session will then be held (Workshop 2) to talk you through the proposed list of principles, and to 

seek your further feedback as we look to agree a final list of design principles which we will submit to 

the CAA. Ahead of the second workshop we will share the proposed list of design principles for you to 

consider beforehand. 

Workshops details: 
Workshop 1: Thursday 11th July 2019 

Workshop 2 (follow up): Friday 16th August 2019 

Time: Both workshops will take place between 9:00am-12:00pm 

Location: Venue to be confirmed (this will be near Heathrow) 

Breakfast will be available from 8:30am and the session will start at 9:00am. 

Should you wish to attend then please let me know (my email address is  

We will circulate further information before the first workshop but in the meantime an overview of 

the Compton route can be found on our website here: https://www.heathrow.com/noise/future-

airspace/compton-route 
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Best regards, 

 

Compton workshop invitation – HCNF 

Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 

Good morning, 

As you will be aware from previous meetings of the Heathrow Community Noise Forum, we are looking 

to make changes to our easterly departure route known as Compton, which has historically seen a 

much lower percentage of ‘track keeping’ (how well aircraft stay within the departure route up to 

4,000ft) as compared with other departure routes from Heathrow. 

To make this change we are undertaking the Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) airspace change process 

(known as ‘CAP1616’). The process places great importance on engaging and consulting on airspace 

proposals throughout the process with a wide range of stakeholders, including potentially affected 

communities. At this stage in the process we are required to engage with stakeholders to develop and 

seek feedback on a proposed list of design principles - essentially a list of high-level criteria that the 

proposed airspace design options should meet (this is a similar approach to the other airspace changes 

we are carrying out, such as for an expanded Heathrow, Independent Parallel Approaches, and the 

email you would have received earlier in the week about Slightly Steeper Approaches). 

We would like the input of HCNF members, particularly those that are overflown by the Compton 

route today, at two workshops – details are below. We will use the first session (Workshop 1) to 

explain more about our Compton Airspace Change Proposal and the purpose of design principles. The 

feedback from you and our other stakeholders (including local authorities potentially affected by 

changes to the Compton route) will then be used to create a proposed list of design principles. A follow 

up session will then be held (Workshop 2) to talk you through the proposed list of principles, and to 

seek your further feedback as we look to agree a final list of design principles which we will submit to 

the CAA. Ahead of the second workshop we will share the proposed list of design principles for you to 

consider beforehand. 

Workshops details: 
Workshop 1: Thursday 11th July 2019 

Workshop 2 (follow up): Friday 16th August 2019 

Time: Both workshops will take place between 9:00am-12:00pm 

Location: Venue to be confirmed (this will be near Heathrow) 

Breakfast will be available from 8:30am and the session will start at 9:00am. 

Should you wish to attend then please let me know. We will circulate further information before the 

first workshop but in the meantime an overview of the Compton route can be found on our website 

here: https://www.heathrow.com/noise/future-airspace/compton-route 

Best regards, 
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Compton workshop invitation – to 12 local authorities 

Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 

Good morning, 

We are looking to make changes to our easterly departure route known as Compton, which has 

historically seen a much lower percentage of ‘track keeping’ (how well aircraft stay within the 

departure route up to 4,000ft) as compared with other departure routes from Heathrow. 

To make this change we are undertaking the Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) airspace change process 

(known as ‘CAP1616’). The process places great importance on engaging and consulting on airspace 

proposals throughout the process with a wide range of stakeholders, including potentially affected 

local authorities. At this stage in the process we are required to engage with stakeholders to develop 

and seek feedback on a proposed list of design principles - essentially a list of high-level criteria that 

the proposed airspace design options should meet (this is a similar approach to the other airspace 

changes we are carrying out, such as for an expanded Heathrow, Independent Parallel Approaches, 

and the email you would have received earlier in the week about Slightly Steeper Approaches). 

We would like the input of councils that are overflown by the Compton route today at two workshops 

– details are below. We will use the first session (Workshop 1) to explain more about our Compton

Airspace Change Proposal and the purpose of design principles. The feedback from you and our other

stakeholders (including local communities potentially affected by changes to the Compton route) will

then be used to create a proposed list of design principles. A follow up session will then be held

(Workshop 2) to talk you through the proposed list of principles, and to seek your further feedback as

we look to agree a final list of design principles which we will submit to the CAA. Ahead of the second

workshop we will share the proposed list of design principles for you to consider beforehand.

Workshops details: 
Workshop 1: Thursday 11th July 2019 

Workshop 2 (follow up): Friday 16th August 2019 

Time: Both workshops will take place between 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Location: Venue to be confirmed (this will be near Heathrow). 

Lunch will be available from 12:30pm and the session will start at 1:00pm. 

There are up to two places allocated per local authority. Should you wish to attend then please send 

your nominations for attendance to me (my email address is  We will 

circulate further information before the first workshop but in the meantime an overview of the 

Compton route can be found on our website here: https://www.heathrow.com/noise/future-

airspace/compton-route 

Best regards, 
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HEATHROW’S COMPTON 09L/R AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Design Principle Matrix 

Response by: ………………………………………………………………………

Design Principles Proposed by 
Community Groups 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Should not be 
considered 

Comments 

Multiple routes are a must 
Routes should be as far apart as possible & stay apart as long as 
practicable & the noise impacts distributed evenly across them 
Those that already suffer should not suffer any more than this; 
use N metrics or suite of metrics to measure this 
The different routes should ‘split’ as soon as possible, but keep 
away from other routes and don’t get them any closer & 
minimise numbers of people significantly affected below 1000ft 
Where possible, do not overfly communities who are not 
already within the existing CPT 09 departure swathe below 
6000ft 
Routes should be designed so controllers don’t have to routinely 
intervene below 6000ft 
Avoid overflying communities with multiple routes in the same 
runway configuration 
Don’t overfly those communities who are currently overflown 
by Heathrow’s westerly SIDs below 4000ft, with a CPT09 SID 
below 4000ft 
Don’t be constrained by existing NPR or the current definition of 
an NPR 
Enable Continuous Climb 
Noise should take the priority up to 6000ft 
Minimise fuel/CO2 above 6000ft 
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Design Principles Proposed by 
Local Authorities 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Should not be 
considered 

Comments 

Climb as fast as possible 
Multiple (& enough) flight paths sufficiently spaced to make a 
difference 
Equitably share the noise and frequency of overflight 
Where possible, fly over open spaces not residential areas 
Take into account other routes, do not overfly the same 
communities below 4000ft on easterly vs westerly operations. 
Do this by imposing a minimum 4000ft point or a maximum 
noise threshold 
Route alternation should be predictable 
Do not degrade current air quality 
Don’t increase noise more for those already significantly 
affected 

Please add any additional Design Principles to consider Comments 
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Heathrow Airport – COMPTON 09L/R AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Meeting Notes from Community Groups Workshop 1 – Design 

Principles 
Held on 11th July 2019 at the Holiday Inn Hotel, 276 Bath Road, West Drayton, UB7 0DQ 

Heathrow Attendees 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 

 - Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 – Airspace Communications & Engagement Lead 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team 

Community Group Attendees 

 – HACAN  – Englefield Green 

 – Englefield Green  – Englefield Green 

 – Teddington Action Group 

(TAG) 

 –  Aircraft Noise 3 Villages (AN3V) 

 – HCEB  - HCEB 

 - HCEB 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was to begin the Design Principle 

Stakeholder Engagement with community group representatives 

on Heathrow’s Airspace Change Proposal for the Compton 

easterly departure routes (09L & 09R).  

Overview Heathrow invited all members of the HCNF and HCEB to attend a 

workshop on 11th July 2019. As members of the HCNF, colleagues 

at ICAAN received the invitation. In the invitation Heathrow 

particularly welcomed the attendance of representatives currently 

affected by the Compton route. The aim of the workshop was to 

introduce the Compton Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) to these 

stakeholders and begin engagement on Stage 1 of the CAP1616 

process, the development of design principles. 

Background and 

Context 

 talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and explained the 

scope of this ACP, what design principles are and how they are 

used.  explained the following: 

• that each different Airspace Change Proposal must have

its own set of design principles, tailored to each specific

ACP and the context of the change.
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• that this ACP is not related to Heathrow Expansion or early

growth.

• this Airspace Change proposal only applies to the Compton

departures from the easterly runways (09L & 09R) and

there is currently no runway alternation when operating on

the easterly runways

• Heathrow stated that easterly alternation is dependent on

the Development Consent Order (DCO). Planning

permission is required to introduce the necessary

infrastructure that would enable easterly alternation.

• If the DCO is unsuccessful then separate planning

permission would need to be requested and approved

before easterly alternation could take place.

• Attendees asked why the aircraft were not currently flying

within the Noise Preferential Route (NPR).  explained

that the NPR is based on the Standard Instrument

Departure (SID) centreline and because aircraft are

directed by air traffic controllers away from the departure

route, they do not stay within the NPR.

•  said that consequently the Department for Transport

(DfT) has directed Heathrow to design new Compton

departure routes and associated NPRs.  also explained

that the new Compton departure route would be using

Performance Based Navigation (PBN).

•  explained that the NPR would therefore need to change

once new departure routes are designed and this would

require approval from the DfT.

• It was suggested by community representatives that

Heathrow could be looking to make the change to Compton

in order to trial PBN routes prior to Heathrow Expansion.

 assured the group that this was categorically not the

case and this change would happen regardless of

Expansion.

• Discussion took place on whether multiple routes would

require more than one NPR to accommodate them.  said

that  believed each route would require its own NPR but

this would require clarification from DfT.

• Attendees stated that respite is very important in order to

mitigate the effects on concentration of PBN.

Design Principles – 

Group Discussion 

A discussion took place concerning ideas and proposals for design 

principles.  

• The discussion focused on noise and the impacts on

communities.

• Attendees discussed the importance of mitigating noise

impacts.

• Attendees had varied opinions on the impact of noise at

different altitudes, but all felt that the height given in the Air

Navigation Guidance 2017 for the priority of noise, 4000ft,

was too low.

• Attendees felt that being able to offer respite and multiple

routes was of huge importance and utmost priority.
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The outcome of all the discussions were worked into potential 

design principles are described in Annex 2. There was broad 

agreement within the group of the principles discussed. 

Outcomes The workshop attendees were asked to provide feedback using 

the table provided in Annex 2 on the design principles suggested 

during this workshop. All principles proposed by this workshop and 

the one held with Local Authority representatives are included for 

completeness, therefore some of the principles have similar 

meanings. 

The attendees will also be provided with the suggested design 

principles from the Local Authority workshop and will be asked to 

provide feedback on those too. 

Attendees were asked to provide their completed feedback and 

any other suggestions for the Compton design principles to 

Heathrow by 28 h July 2019. 

Those invited, but unable to attend this session would also receive 

a copy of the notes and the table of design principles and be asked 

to provide their feedback. 

Next Steps Heathrow will send these notes from Workshop 1 to all the 

attendees to request their input and feedback. 

A second workshop is scheduled for Friday 16th August, during 

which we will discuss the findings of the feedback from all 

stakeholders and develop a more final set of prioritised design 

principles which will be submitted to the CAA. 

UPDATE: A second feedback session has been arranged on 

20th August for those attendees who are unable to make the 

16th August session. 
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Heathrow Airport – COMPTON 09L/R AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Meeting Notes from Local Authorities Workshop 1 – Design 

Principles 
Held on 11th July 2019 at the Holiday Inn Hotel, 276 Bath Road, West Drayton, UB7 0DQ 

Heathrow Attendees 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 

 - Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 – Airspace Communications & Engagement Lead 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team 

Local Authority Attendees 

 – Windsor & Maidenhead on – Windsor & Maidenhead 

 – Surrey County Council  – Hounslow 

 – Elmbridge  – Spelthorne 

 – Runnymede  - Bracknell 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was to begin the Design Principle 

Stakeholder Engagement with local authority representatives on 

Heathrow’s Airspace Change Proposal the Compton easterly 

departure routes (09L &09R). 

Overview Heathrow invited members of the Local Authorities who are 

currently impacted by the Compton departures from Heathrow – 

those who attended are listed above. 

Also invited were representatives from Hillingdon, Surrey Heath, 

Woking and Wokingham but who did not attend. Richmond upon 

Thames and members of the Heathrow Strategic Partnership 

Group (HSPG) are due to attend a separate session 17th July. 

The workshop was to introduce the Compton Airspace Change 

Proposal (ACP) to these stakeholders and begin engagement on 

Stage 1 of the CAP1616 process, the development of design 

principles.  

Background and 

Context 
•  talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and

explained the scope of this ACP, what design principles are

and how they are used.

•  explained that each different Airspace Change

Proposal must have its own set of design principles,
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tailored to each specific ACP and the context of the 

change. 

• Attendees asked about the interactions between a new

Compton departure route and Independent Parallel

Approaches (IPA) ACP.  explained that during IPA

operations to runway 09R, the Compton departure route

would not be available.

•  provided clarification on easterly operations and runway

alternation, and the infrastructure changes required before

alternation could take place, and that this was being

pursued through the Development Consent Order for

Expansion.

• Attendees asked how big the intended Compton design

envelope would be;  explained that it will be as large as

possible to start, however not all areas will be optimal i.e.

some areas could result in loss of continuous climb to at

least 6000ft, if the design envelope were to be in proximity

to the arrivals.

• Attendees shared concern that their voices will not be

heard and that the airline and engine manufacturers will

always win the fight in climb performance versus engine

wear and fuel costs.

• Attendees highlighted that a statutory consultation on IPA

in 2020 may have to reference this Compton ACP which

will increase confusion. They also raised the issue that the

number of consultations and the volume of information is

making it very difficult for the lay-person.

Design Principles A discussion took place concerning ideas and proposals for design 

principles.  

• Focus of the discussion from the attendees was concerns

over PBN.

• The majority of the suggestions therefore focused on

mitigating the impacts of concentrated flight paths.

• Attendees’ opinions varied on the importance of open

spaces, and whether routes should fly over these, rather

than residential areas.  said that the importance of the

tranquillity of opens spaces was covered in much of the

feedback from earlier consultations on different ACPs.

The outcome of all the discussions were worked into potential 

design principles, described in Annex 2. There was broad 

agreement within the group of the principles other than the 

discussion over the pros and cons of flying over open spaces 

versus residential areas. 

At the end of the session, the principles proposed by the previous 

Community workshop were read out. There were many parallels 

between the two workshops.  

Outcomes The attendees were asked to provide feedback using the table 

provided in Annex 2 on the design principles suggested during this 

workshop. All principles proposed by each workshop are included 
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for completeness, therefore some of the principles have similar 

meanings. 

The attendees will also be provided with the suggested design 

principles from the Community workshop and will be asked to 

provide feedback on those too. 

Attendees were asked to provide their completed feedback and 

any other suggestions for the Compton design principles to 

Heathrow by 28th July 2019. 

Those invited, but unable to attend this session would also receive 

a copy of these notes and the table of design principles and be 

asked to provide their feedback. 

Next Steps Heathrow will send these notes from Workshop 1 to all the 

attendees to request their input and feedback. 

A second workshop is scheduled for Friday 16th August, during 

which we will discuss the findings of the feedback from all 

stakeholders and develop a more final set of prioritised design 

principles which will be submitted to the CAA. 

42

42



  APPENDIX B – ENGAGEMENT MATERIAL 

Classification: Confidential 

Classification: Confidential 

EMAIL EXCHANGE WITH WINDSOR & MAIDENHEAD 

From:  
Sent on: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:01:09 AM 
To:  
Subject: RE: Compton departure route Workshop 1 – request for feedback 
Attachments: Annex 2_Compton Design Principles Workshop 1_Feedback Matrix.docx (33.98 

KB) 

Hi  

Apologies – I’m not sure why that has happened. Of course, I will post everything to you today. 

I have attached the relevant Word document again which will help you to provide feedback. I hope this opens 

okay. If not, you will receive the printed version - I would be grateful if you could photocopy your completed 

form and send it to airspace@heathrow.com, or post this to me at the address below before Sunday 28th July. 

I hope this is useful. If there is anything else I can help with, just let me know. 

Postal address 

 

Community & Stakeholder Manager - Airspace 

The Compass Centre 

Nelson Road 

Hounslow 

Middlesex 

TW6 2GW 

Thanks again, 

 

 

Community & Stakeholder Manager - Airspace 

From:   

Sent: 17 July 2019 20:05 

To:  

Subject: Re: Compton departure route Workshop 1 – request for feedback 

 

Whatever has been sent or attached cannot be downloaded, maybe post to my town hall address? 
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Heathrow Airport – COMPTON 09L/R AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Meeting Notes from Heathrow Strategic Planning Group/Local 

Authority Workshop 1 – Design Principles 
Held on 17th July 2019 at the Compass Centre

Heathrow Attendees 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 

 - Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 – Heathrow Airspace Team 

Attendees 

 – HSPG Core Team  – Spelthorne Strategic Planning Manager 

 Elmbridge area (HCNF)  – Richmond Upon Thames 

  – Stanwell Moor resident 

(HCNF) 

  Windsor and Maidenhead 

Community Protection Principal 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was to begin the Design Principle 

Stakeholder Engagement with Heathrow Strategic Planning Group 

(HSPG) and local authority representatives on Heathrow’s 

Airspace Change Proposal the Compton easterly departure routes 

(09L &09R). 

Overview As not all of those invited to the previous workshops held on the 

11th July 2019 were able to attend, Heathrow arranged this 

additional session for the 17th July 2019.  

The aim of the workshop was to introduce the Compton Airspace 

Change Proposal (ACP) to these stakeholders and begin 

engagement on Stage 1 of the CAP1616 process, the 

development of design principles.  

Background and 

Context 
•  talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and

explained the scope of this ACP, what design principles are

and how they are used.

•  explained that each different Airspace Change

Proposal must have its own set of design principles,

tailored to each specific ACP and the context of the

change.

• Attendees asked if moving Heathrow’s holding stacks of

inbound aircraft was an option. explained that it isn’t for

this airspace change proposal but that is being considered

as part of the Expansion ACP. This change is being
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proposed due to the lack of adherence or ‘track keeping’ 

on the Noise Preferential Route (NPR). 

• Attendees asked about the interactions between a new

Compton departure route and the Independent Parallel

Approaches (IPA) ACP.  explained that during IPA

operations to runway 09R, the Compton departure route

would not be available.

•  provided clarification around the topics of easterly

operations, the Cranford Agreement and runway

alternation.  explained that the infrastructure changes

required before alternation on easterly operations can take

place are being pursued through the Development Consent

Order (DCO) for Expansion.

Design Principles A discussion took place concerning ideas and proposals for design 

principles. The design principles that resulted from both the 

previous workshops - with community representatives and local 

authorities - were shown and discussed. 

• All the attendees agreed that the list covered the majority

of points they would have suggested.

• A discussion took place considering potential opportunities

for reducing noise reductions for those living closer to the

airport as they are the most significantly affected.

• Attendees confirmed that predictability is of great

importance to their communities.

• Attendees queried the proposed air quality principle and

whether it is a significant factor in airspace design, because

it is engines running on the ground that have more impact

on air quality.

• Attendees’ opinions differed to the previous workshops on

the importance of open spaces, on whether routes should

fly over these, rather than residential areas. The types of

open spaces were considered important - it was felt that

tranquil areas/parks should be more protected than, for

instance, farming areas.

Attendees were asked if they had any additional principles that 

they would like to add to the existing list. The following suggestions 

were made: 

• Should factor in ambient/background noise (using the

BS4142 methodology)

• Should aim to define ‘respite’

These suggestions will be added to the matrix. 

Outcomes The attendees were asked to provide feedback using the table 

provided in Annex 2 on the design principles suggested by 

previous workshops and during this session. All principles 

proposed by each workshop are included for completeness, 

therefore some of the principles have similar meanings. 

Attendees were asked to provide their completed feedback and 

any other suggestions for the Compton design principles to 

Heathrow by 28th July 2019. 
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Next Steps Heathrow will send these notes from Workshop 1 to all the 

attendees to request their input and feedback. 

A second workshop is scheduled for Friday 16th August, during 

which we will discuss the findings of the feedback from all 

stakeholders and develop a more final set of prioritised design 

principles which will be submitted to the CAA.  

An alternative date for Workshop 2 of 20th August is also available 

for those who are unable to attend the session held on the 16th 

August.  
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HEATHROW’S COMPTON 09L/R AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Design Principle Matrix 

Design Principles Proposed by 
Community Groups 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Should not be 
considered 

Comments 

Multiple routes are a must 
Routes should be as far apart as possible & stay apart as long as 
practicable & the noise impacts distributed evenly across them 
Those that already suffer should not suffer any more than this; 
use N metrics or suite of metrics to measure this 
The different routes should ‘split’ as soon as possible, but keep 
away from other routes and don’t get them any closer & 
minimise numbers of people significantly affected below 1000ft 
Where possible, do not overfly communities who are not 
already within the existing CPT 09 departure swathe below 
6000ft 
Routes should be designed so controllers don’t have to routinely 
intervene below 6000ft 
Avoid overflying communities with multiple routes in the same 
runway configuration 
Don’t overfly those communities who are currently overflown 
by Heathrow’s westerly SIDs below 4000ft, with a CPT09 SID 
below 4000ft 
Don’t be constrained by existing NPR or the current definition of 
an NPR 
Enable Continuous Climb 
Noise should take the priority up to 6000ft 
Minimise fuel/CO2 above 6000ft 
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Design Principles Proposed by 
Local Authorities 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Should not be 
considered 

Comments 

Climb as fast as possible 
Multiple (& enough) flight paths sufficiently spaced to make a 
difference 
Equitably share the noise and frequency of overflight 
Where possible, fly over open spaces not residential areas 
Take into account other routes, do not overfly the same 
communities below 4000ft on easterly vs westerly operations. 
Do this by imposing a minimum 4000ft point or a maximum 
noise threshold 
Route alternation should be predictable 
Do not degrade current air quality 
Don’t increase noise more for those already significantly 
affected 

Design Principles Proposed by 
HSPG 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Should not be 
considered 

Comments 

Should factor in ambient/background noise (using the BS4142 
methodology) 

Should aim to define ‘Respite’ for this ACP so we can assess our 
options against that benchmark   

Please add any additional Design Principles to consider Comments 
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EMAIL TO HILLINGDON LOCAL AUTHORITY 

From:  
Sent on: Friday, July 19, 2019 2:10:55 PM 
To:  
Subject: FW: Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 
Attachments: Heathrow Compass Centre_Directions.pdf (96.47 KB), Annex 1_Compton Design 

Principles Workshop 1_Slides_11.07.2019.pdf (1019.15 KB), Compton_Design 
Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Communities_11.07.2019.pdf (395.56 KB), 
Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Local 
Authorites_11.07.2019.pdf (386.47 KB), Annex 2_Compton Design 
Principles_Feedback Matrix_Updated.docx (29.79 KB), Compton_Design 
Principles Workshop 1_Additional Session.pdf (387.28 KB) 

Good afternoon, 

I wish to follow up on my emails below regarding the workshops Heathrow is holding in relation to our 
proposed airspace change for the redesign of our easterly Compton departure route. Hillingdon has been 
identified as potentially being affected by this change and so was invited to a recent workshop with other 
local authorities. 

Hillingdon Council did not attend this workshop, however, to keep you updated I have attached summary 
notes of the meetings held, and the slides presented. After the workshop, we shared with attendees a matrix 
template which can be used to submit feedback. I have attached this Word document to my email. I would 
be happy to arrange a call with a member of your team to provide a briefing of the content presented during 
the workshop and explain further the feedback process – if this would be useful, please let me know. We 
asked attendees to send all completed feedback forms, along with any additional feedback 
to airspace@heathow.com by close of business on Sunday 28th July. 

A follow-up workshop will be held on Friday 16th August – details are confirmed below. We will use this 
session to go through the feedback received following the first workshop. If you are not able to attend on 
this date, we have arranged for a separate session to be held on Tuesday 20th August – these details are also 
below. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) details
Date: Friday 16th August 2019 
Time: 1:00pm-4:00pm (lunch will be provided from 12:30pm) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. Parking will be provided – 
upon arrival, please confirm your vehicle registration details at reception. Directions to the venue are 
attached. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) *separate session* details 
Date: Tuesday 20th August 2019 
Time: 11:00am-12:30pm (tea/coffee will be provided) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. 

I hope this is useful. Should you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Once again, please let me know if you or a colleague would like to arrange a phone call to discuss this further. 

Thanks, 
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  APPENDIX B – ENGAGEMENT MATERIAL 

Classification: Confidential 

Classification: Confidential 

 EMAIL TO WOKING 

From:  
Sent on: Friday, July 19, 2019 2:11:30 PM 
To:  
CC:  
Subject: FW: Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 
Attachments: Annex 2_Compton Design Principles_Feedback Matrix_Updated.docx (29.79 KB), 

Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Additional Session.pdf (387.28 KB), 
Heathrow Compass Centre_Directions.pdf (96.47 KB), Annex 1_Compton Design 
Principles Workshop 1_Slides_11.07.2019.pdf (1019.15 KB), Compton_Design 
Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Communities_11.07.2019.pdf (395.56 KB), 
Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Local 
Authorites_11.07.2019.pdf (386.47 KB) 

Good afternoon, 

I wish to follow up on my emails below regarding the workshops Heathrow is holding in relation to our 
proposed airspace change for the redesign of our easterly Compton departure route. Woking has been 
identified as potentially being affected by this change and so was invited to a recent workshop with other 
local authorities. 

Woking Council did not attend this workshop, however, to keep you updated I have attached summary notes 
of the meetings held, and the slides presented. After the workshop, we shared with attendees a matrix 
template which can be used to submit feedback. I have attached this Word document to my email. I would 
be happy to arrange a call with a member of your team to provide a briefing of the content presented during 
the workshop and explain further the feedback process – if this would be useful, please let me know. We 
asked attendees to send all completed feedback forms, along with any additional feedback 
to airspace@heathow.com by close of business on Sunday 28th July. 

A follow-up workshop will be held on Friday 16th August – details are confirmed below. We will use this 
session to go through the feedback received following the first workshop. If you are not able to attend on 
this date, we have arranged for a separate session to be held on Tuesday 20th August – these details are also 
below. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) details
Date: Friday 16th August 2019 
Time: 1:00pm-4:00pm (lunch will be provided from 12:30pm) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. Parking will be provided – 
upon arrival, please confirm your vehicle registration details at reception. Directions to the venue are 
attached. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) *separate session* details 
Date: Tuesday 20th August 2019 
Time: 11:00am-12:30pm (tea/coffee will be provided) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. 

I hope this is useful. Should you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Once again, please let me know if you or a colleague would like to arrange a phone call to discuss this further. 
Thanks,  
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  APPENDIX B – ENGAGEMENT MATERIAL 

Classification: Confidential 

Classification: Confidential 

 EMAIL TO WOKINGHAM 

From:  

Sent on: Friday, July 19, 2019 2:12:07 PM 

To:  

CC:  

Subject: FW: Invitation: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 

Attachments: Heathrow Compass Centre_Directions.pdf (96.47 KB), Annex 1_Compton Design Principles 
Workshop 1_Slides_11.07.2019.pdf (1019.15 KB), Compton_Design Principles Workshop 
1_Meeting Notes_Communities_11.07.2019.pdf (395.56 KB), Compton_Design Principles 
Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Local Authorites_11.07.2019.pdf (386.47 KB), Annex 
2_Compton Design Principles_Feedback Matrix_Updated.docx (29.79 KB), 
Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Additional Session.pdf (387.28 KB) 

Good afternoon, 

I wish to follow up on my emails below regarding the workshops Heathrow is holding in relation to our 
proposed airspace change for the redesign of our easterly Compton departure route. Wokingham has been 
identified as potentially being affected by this change and so was invited to a recent workshop with other 
local authorities. 

Wokingham Council did not attend this workshop, however, to keep you updated I have attached summary 
notes of the meetings held, and the slides presented. After the workshop, we shared with attendees a matrix 
template which can be used to submit feedback. I have attached this Word document to my email. I would 
be happy to arrange a call with a member of your team to provide a briefing of the content presented during 
the workshop and explain further the feedback process – if this would be useful, please let me know. We 
asked attendees to send all completed feedback forms, along with any additional feedback 
to airspace@heathow.com by close of business on Sunday 28th July. 

A follow-up workshop will be held on Friday 16th August – details are confirmed below. We will use this 
session to go through the feedback received following the first workshop. If you are not able to attend on 
this date, we have arranged for a separate session to be held on Tuesday 20th August – these details are also 
below. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) details
Date: Friday 16th August 2019 
Time: 1:00pm-4:00pm (lunch will be provided from 12:30pm) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. Parking will be provided – 
upon arrival, please confirm your vehicle registration details at reception. Directions to the venue are 
attached. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) *separate session* details 
Date: Tuesday 20th August 2019 
Time: 11:00am-12:30pm (tea/coffee will be provided) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. 

I hope this is useful. Should you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Once again, please let me know if you or a colleague would like to arrange a phone call to discuss this further. 

Thanks, 
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  APPENDIX B – ENGAGEMENT MATERIAL 

Classification: Confidential 

Classification: Confidential 

EMAIL TO SURREY HEATH 

From:  

Sent on: Friday, July 19, 2019 3:37:52 PM 

To:  

Subject: Compton departure route – design principles workshops 

Attachments: Annex 1_Compton Design Principles Workshop 1_Slides_11.07.2019.pdf (1019.15 KB), 
Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Communities_11.07.2019.pdf 
(395.56 KB), Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Meeting Notes_Local 
Authorites_11.07.2019.pdf (386.47 KB), Annex 2_Compton Design Principles_Feedback 
Matrix_Updated.docx (29.79 KB), Compton_Design Principles Workshop 1_Additional 
Session.pdf (387.28 KB), Heathrow Compass Centre_Directions.pdf (96.47 KB) 

Dear  

I notice that you did not attend our recent Compton departure route design principles engagement workshop 
on Tuesday 11th July. I did receive an email from you to say that you would like to attend – if through my own 
mistake you did not receive the confirmed details then please accept my sincere apologies. I would be more 
than happy to give you a call next week to brief you on the content presented during the workshop and 
explain further the feedback process. Alternatively, if you are attending the Heathrow Community Noise 
Forum this coming Wednesday (24th July) then I can sit down with you after the meeting to go through 
everything. 

In total we held three workshops, with local authorities and community representatives. To my email I have 
attached summary notes of the meetings held, and the slides presented. 

After the workshop, we shared with attendees a matrix template which can be used to submit feedback. I 
have attached this Word document to my email. We asked attendees to send all completed feedback forms, 
along with any additional feedback to airspace@heathow.com by close of business on Sunday 28th July. 
Given your situation, however, we would accept feedback from you sometime during the following week. 

A follow-up workshop will be held on Friday 16th August – details are confirmed below. We will use this 
session to go through the feedback received following the first workshop. If you are not able to attend on 
this date, we have arranged for a separate session to be held on Tuesday 20th August – these details are also 
below. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) details 
Date: Friday 16th August 2019 
Time: 9:00am-12:00pm (lunch will be provided from 8:30am) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. Parking will be provided – 
upon arrival, please confirm your vehicle registration details at reception. Directions to the venue are 
attached. 

Workshop 2 (follow up) *separate session* details 
Date: Tuesday 20th August 2019 
Time: 11:00am-12:30pm (tea/coffee will be provided) 
Location: The Compass Centre, Nelson Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW6 2GW. 

I hope this is useful. Once again, please let me know if you would like to arrange a phone call or meet on 
Wednesday to discuss this further. 
Thank you,  
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EMAIL EXHANGE WITH ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR & MAIDENHEAD 

 

I	asked	a	question	about	the	proposed	Design	Principle	5).	Must	not	degrade	Heathrow's	
runway	 throughput	 performance.	 The	 principle	 tells	 me	 that	 Heathrow	 would	 not	
concede	any	capacity	(one	aircraft	movement)	even	if	this	provided	a	significant	benefit	
to	local	communities.	

The	 context	 would	 be	 where	 designing	 the	 Compton	route	in	 some	 way	 impacted	
capacity.	

I	would	very	much	like	an	answer	to	this	question	an	if	you	are	unable	to	provide	it	I	will	
write	to	 	

Many	thank	for	what	was	an	interesting	discussion	on	Friday.	

	

 From: 	
Sent:	28	August	2019	14:44:26	
To:	 	
Subject:	RE:	Question	asked	at	the	Compton	meeting	

Dear  

Many thanks for your question regarding Design Principle 5 (“Must not degrade Heathrow’s runway 
throughput performance”). You have asked whether this design principle means that Heathrow would 
not concede any capacity even if this provided a significant benefit to local communities. 

We do not envisage the Compton Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) leading to any increase in capacity. 
The Compton ACP aims to introduce a new Compton departure route on easterly operations to 
improve track-keeping on this route. The intention behind Design Principle 5 is to ensure that the new 
route is designed in such a way that current operational throughput at Heathrow can be maintained. 

Thank you for your contribution to the Compton Design Principle workshop, and please do let me 
know if you have any further comments or questions on our proposed design principles. 

Thanks, 

 

From:	 	
Sent:	31	August	2019	14:13	
To:	 	
Subject:	Re:	Question	asked	at	the	Compton	meeting	

 

Thanks	but	you	miss	the	point	so	I	will	ask	the	question	again.	If	during	the	process	of	
considering	options	for	a	new	Compton	departure	roue/routes	is	becomes	obvious	the	
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the	loss	a	a	few	departures	would	be	significantly	beneficial	to	communities	that	would	
be	overflown/affected	would	Heathrow	concede	those	flights.	

Many	thanks.	

	

	
Thu	05/09/2019	11:49	

• 	
• Dear 	

	 
Thank	you	for	your	email	and	sorry	that	you	didn’t	feel	my	previous	email	answered	your	query.	
The	objective	of	the	Compton	proposal	is	to	introduce	a	new	systemised	departure	route	that	will	
fix	the	track-keeping	issues	that	we	have	with	the	current	Compton	route.	We	do	not	envisage	a	
change	in	the	number	of	aircraft	that	will	fly	the	route,	and	a	significant	reduction	in	the	number	
of	departures	on	this	route	would	not	be	acceptable	to	our	airlines,	or	to	the	operation	of	 the	
airport.	 
	 
One	of	the	design	principles	that	we	will	propose	to	the	CAA	for	the	Compton	airspace	change	
proposal	is	“Must	not	degrade	Heathrow’s	runway	throughput	performance”	and	a	route	option	
that	was	unable	to	carry	the	capacity	requirement	for	that	route	would	therefore	be	unlikely	to	
succeed	through	the	evaluation	process.	 
	 
However,	 as	 you	 will	 be	 aware,	 as	 part	 of	 Heathrow’s	 Development	 Consent	 Order	 (DCO)	
application	with	Expansion,	which	is	running	alongside	the	airspace	change	process	for	a	third	
runway,	any	increase	in	the	number	of	air	traffic	movements	at	Heathrow	will	only	be	permitted	
if	plans	comply	with	our	‘noise	envelope’,	which	will	act	as	a	framework	of	limits	and	controls	to	
manage	noise	in	the	future.	This	means	that	if	the	limits	are	not	met,	the	capacity	on	any	given	
route	will	be	limited.	More	information	on	Heathrow’s	proposals	for	the	Noise	Envelope	are	set	
out	 in	 the	 Preliminary	 Environmental	 Information	 Report	 (PEIR)	 and	 wider	 documentation	
relating	to	our	current	Airport	Expansion	Consultation. 
  
I hope this is useful. Once again, if you have any further questions or comments then please let me 
know. 
  
Thanks, 
  

 
	 

 
Community Relations Manager 
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COMPTON DESIGN PRINCIPLE WORKSHOP 2 – HELD AT THE COMPASS CENTRE ON FRIDAY 16TH 
AUGUST 2019 

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

HEATHROW ATTENDEES 

 Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 
 Airspace Team 

Airspace Team 
Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 Community Team 
 

COMMUNITY GROUP ATTENDEES 

 HACAN 
Englefield Green Action Group (EGAG) 

 Englefield Green Action Group (EGAG) 
 HCEB 

 HCEB 
HCEB 

 HCEB 
 Windlesham Society 

 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was the second phase of 
stakeholder engagement with community representatives, on the 
design principles for Heathrow’s Airspace Change Proposal for 
the Compton easterly departure routes (09L & 09R).  

Overview Heathrow invited all members of the Heathrow Community Noise 
Forum (HCNF) and Heathrow Community Engagement Board 
(HCEB) to this second series of workshops to further refine the 
design principles generated during the first phase. 

A second session had been arranged for Tuesday 20th August 
2019, for those who were unable to attend this session.  
The aim of this workshop was to present the feedback Heathrow 
had received from all the engaged stakeholders and show 
community representatives the proposed final list of design 
principles for the Compton easterly departure routes (09L & 09R) 
airspace change proposal. The proposed final list was then 
discussed, re-worded or re-arranged, if required.  

Background and 
Context 

 talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and explained the 
process Heathrow had used to receive feedback on the proposed 
design principles.  explained the following: 

• which stakeholders had been engaged on this airspace 
change proposal 

• who had provided feedback  
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• the design principle matrix and the feedback received on 
each proposed principle  

• how Heathrow had conducted public focus groups, and the 
feedback received  

• other design principles suggested by stakeholders 
• the method Heathrow used to come up with the initial 

proposed list of design principles 

Proposed Final List of 
Design Principles – 
Group Discussion 

Following the presentation of the feedback received,  presented 
a proposed list of design principles for discussion and 
amendments. 

• Attendees expressed a common desire for the CPT 
procedures to be left as they were and that a concentration 
of tracks within a defined route would not be desirable.  

• Discussion focused on concerns around how community 
and industry requirements will be balanced, specifically 
how communities felt that the airlines had a bigger voice. 
Community representatives claimed that any benefits of 
quieter aircraft were not being passed onto communities. 

• Community representatives asked whether a trial of a new 
Compton route had been considered. Heathrow confirmed 
that there was no intention to conduct a trial and that 
Heathrow will continue to engage with stakeholders ahead 
of a statutory public consultation on the change of the 
Compton route.  

• Community representatives felt that one of the proposed 
design principles should be re-worded to ensure a fair 
balance was given to community noise concerns. 
Proposed design principle 7a was therefore re-worded as 
set out below: 
 
Original design principle: “Mitigate the effects of aircraft 
noise, enabled through; Enabling efficient, continuous 
climb for aircraft to be as high as possible, as soon as 
possible, subject to compliance with Design Principle 4”. 
 
Revised design principle: “Mitigate the effects of aircraft 
noise enabled through: enabling efficient, continuous climb 
for aircraft to be as high as possible as soon as possible, 
balancing any benefits between community and industry, 
subject to compliance with Design Principle 4”. 
 

• It was explained that the aim of proposed principle 7b was 
to have more than one route, in order to provide respite. No 
dB limit had been attached to this design principle, as it was 
felt that even if 9dB was not achievable, communities would 
still like to receive as much respite as possible. The 
attendees agreed with this.  

• Proposed design principle 7c was discussed.  explained 
that the aim of this was to ensure aircraft stick to the routes 
once designed. 
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• Opinions differed on ‘predictable’ respite - one community 
representative preferred randomised dispersion over 
predictable respite. Heathrow explained that with PBN 
routes, a random dispersion would be very difficult to 
achieve. 

• Proposed design principle 7f was discussed, as the original 
matrix proposals had mentioned specific heights. Heathrow 
explained that height references had since been removed 
in order to ensure that there was more flexibility and to 
ensure a solution wasn’t being suggested, prior to carrying 
out Stage 2 of CAP1616. 

• Following the discussion, only the proposed design 
principle 7a was re-worded. All the attendees were happy 
with this amendment, all the remaining proposed design 
principles, and the order in which they were prioritised.  

Next Steps Notes from this workshop will be sent to all attendees, along with 
a copy of the presentation and the final design principles Heathrow 
intend to submit to the CAA on 27th September 2019.  
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COMPTON DESIGN PRINCIPLE WORKSHOP 2 – DESIGN PRINCIPLES HELD AT THE COMPASS CENTRE 
ON FRIDAY 16TH AUGUST 2019 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

HEATHROW ATTENDEES 

 Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 
 Airspace Team 

Airspace Team 
Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 Community Team 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ATTENDEES 

Windsor & Maidenhead 
 Spelthorne 

 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was the second phase of stakeholder 
engagement with local authority representatives, on the design 
principles for Heathrow’s Airspace Change Proposal for the 
Compton easterly departure routes (09L & 09R).  

Overview Heathrow invited members of local authorities which are currently 
impacted by Compton departures from Heathrow – those who 
attended are listed above. 

A second session had been arranged for Tuesday 20th August 
2019, for those who were unable to attend this session. 

The aim of this workshop was to present the feedback Heathrow 
had received from all the engaged stakeholders and show local 
authorities the proposed final list of design principles for the 
Compton easterly departure routes (09L & 09R) airspace change 
proposal. The proposed final list was then discussed, re-worded or 
re-arranged, if required.  

Background and 
Context 

 talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and explained the 
process Heathrow had used to receive feedback on the proposed 
design principles.  explained the following: 

• which stakeholders had been engaged on this airspace 
change proposal 

• who had provided feedback  
• the design principle matrix and the feedback received on 

each proposed principle  
• how Heathrow had conducted public focus groups, and the 

feedback received 
• other design principles suggested by stakeholders 
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Proposed Final List of 
Design Principles – 
Group Discussion 

Following the presentation of the feedback received,  presented 
a proposed list of design principles for discussion and 
amendments. 

• Discussion focused on possible departure profiles (NADP1 
and NADP2) -  provided an explanation on each and 
how they work. 

• Attendees asked questions concerning PBN routes and 
how far apart aircraft can be on these routes. 

•  explained the addition of proposed design principle 3, 
reference the three aims of the Noise Policy Statement for 
England, as it factors in a lot of aspects which are important 
to communities. 

•  explained the proposed change to design principle 7a 
made by community group attendees. 

• It was explained that the aim of proposed design principle 
7b was to have more than one route, in order to provide 
respite. No dB limit had been attached to this design 
principle, as it was felt that even if 9 dB was not achievable, 
communities would still like to receive as much respite as 
possible.  

• Attendees disagreed with the proposed design principle 5 
“Must not degrade Heathrow’s runway throughput 
performance”. It was felt that Heathrow would never reduce 
the number of flights in order to deliver benefits to the 
communities. 

• Attendees were happy with the amendment made to design 
principle 7a during the previous session and, other than 
design principle 5, they were in agreement with the 
remaining proposed design principles and the order in 
which they were prioritised.  

Next Steps Notes from this workshop will be sent to all attendees, along with 
a copy of the presentation and the final design principles which 
Heathrow intends to submit to the CAA on 27th September 2019.  
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COMPTON DESIGN PRINCIPLE WORKSHOP 2 – HELD AT THE COMPASS CENTRE ON TUESDAY 20TH 
AUGUST 2019 

COMBINED COMMUNITY GROUP/LOCAL AUTHORITY SESSION 

HEATHROW ATTENDEES 

 Airspace Team – Project Technical Lead 
 Airspace Team 

Airspace Team 
Community & Stakeholder Manager 

 Community Team 
 

COMMUNITY GROUP/LOCAL AUTHORITY ATTENDEES 

 Englefield Green Action Group (EGAG) 
 Teddington Action Group (TAG)  

Teddington Action Group (TAG)  
 Elmbridge resident and HCNF member 

Elmbridge Council 
 Surrey County Council  

Hounslow Council  
 Heathrow Strategic Planning Group (HSPG) 

 

Purpose The purpose of the workshop was the second phase of 
stakeholder engagement with community group representatives, 
on the design principles for Heathrow’s Airspace Change 
Proposal for the Compton easterly departure routes (09L & 09R).  

Overview Heathrow invited all members of the Heathrow Community Noise 
Forum (HCNF), the Heathrow Engagement Board (HCEB) and 
relevant local authorities to this second series of workshops to 
further refine the design principles generated during the first 
phase. 

The aim of this workshop was to present the feedback Heathrow 
had received from all the engaged stakeholders and show the local 
authority and community representatives the proposed final list of 
design principles for the Compton easterly departure routes (09L 
& 09R). The proposed final list was then discussed, re-worded or 
re-arranged, if required.  

Background and 
Context 

 talked through the presentation (Annex 1) and explained the 
process Heathrow had used to receive feedback on the proposed 
design principles.  explained the following: 

• which stakeholders had been engaged on this airspace 
change proposal 

• who had provided feedback  
• the design principle matrix and the feedback received on 

each proposed principle  
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• how Heathrow had conducted public focus groups, and the 
feedback received 

• other design principles suggested by stakeholders 
• the method Heathrow used to come up with the initial 

proposed list of design principles 

Proposed Final List of 
Design Principles – 
Group Discussion 

Following the presentation of the feedback received,  presented 
a proposed list of design principles for discussion and 
amendments. 

• Attendees asked questions regarding the reason behind 
the proposed change to the Compton departure route and 
raised concerns on changes leading to concentration of 
aircraft. 

• Heathrow explained that the Department for Transport 
(DfT) has directed Heathrow to redesign the Compton route 
and that new Performance Based Navigation (PBN) routes 
will lead to concentration. However, these design principles 
seek to mitigate the impacts of that concentration. 

• Attendees expressed a common desire for the CPT 
procedures to be left as they were and that a concentration 
of tracks within a defined route would not be desirable.  

• The attendees felt that any benefit from noise reduction 
should be shared between those who are most affected 

• Attendees asked how far apart routes need to be in order 
to create a meaningful difference to people on the ground. 

 explained that this is dependent on the type and height 
of aircraft. 

• Discussions between attendees highlighted that spreading 
routes as far as possible is key, and that currently 
overflown areas should not have more aircraft. 

• Heathrow confirmed that this airspace change proposal is 
about redesign the route and not increasing the number of 
daily Compton departures. 

• Discussions took place on possible departure profiles 
(NADP1 and NADP2), -  provided an explanation on 
each and how they work. 

• Attendees asked about climb gradients for different 
types/bodies of aircraft and whether it would be possible to 
design routes for this.  stated that it would be difficult to 
dictate certain operational procedures to airlines.  
explained that not all aircraft operate in the same way or 
can achieve the same climb gradients, so routes need to 
be designed in a way that all aircraft can comply with. 

• During the discussion on design principles raised by other 
stakeholders, there was some disagreement with the 
suggestions made by Virgin Airlines and the use of the 
word ‘efficient’ in the proposed design principle 7a.  

• Heathrow highlighted that there had been a shift in 
feedback from airlines, which showed an acceptance that 
the provision of multiple routes for respite/sharing is 
something that industry needs to deliver. 
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• Attendees were informed of the proposed change to design 
principle 7a, as suggested by community representatives 
and agreed by local authorities in workshops held on 16th 
August. Attendees also agreed with this suggestion, and it 
was also decided to remove the word ‘efficient’ from the 
proposed design principle 7a. 
 
Original design principle: “Mitigate the effects of aircraft 
noise, enabled through; Enabling efficient, continuous 
climb for aircraft to be as high as possible, as soon as 
possible, subject to compliance with Design Principle 4”. 
 
Revised design principle: “Mitigate the effects of aircraft 
noise enabled through: enabling efficient, continuous climb 
for aircraft to be as high as possible as soon as possible, 
balancing any benefits between community and industry, 
subject to compliance with Design Principle 4”. 
 

• Heathrow explained the inclusion of design principle 3, as 
it captures a lot of the suggestions proposed in the original 
design principle matrix. 

• A lengthy discussion was held around the order or ranking 
of the design principles. All but one attendee felt very 
strongly indeed that design principle 7 (noise related) 
should be moved higher up the table to sit above design 
principle 4 (air quality). 

• Heathrow stated that there would also have an internal 
discussion on the prioritisation of noise versus air quality, 
and stakeholders would be informed of the outcome. It was 
confirmed that attendees would receive notes from this 
meeting as well as the final design principles that would be 
submitted to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). These 
would be disseminated ahead of the CAA submission.   

• As they were unable to attend either session, Runnymede 
Council requested a separate briefing. This took place on 
the 29th August 2019. 

Next Steps Notes from this workshop will be sent to all attendees, along with 
a copy of the presentation and the final design principles which 
Heathrow intends to submit to the CAA on 27th September 2019.  
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EMAIL EXCHANGE WITH RUNNYMEDE 

	
Thu	29/08/2019	15:31	

	

�

Compton Design	Principles Engagement	Workshop	2.pdf	
492	KB
Hi  

Great to see you today. Please see the version of the Compton Workshop 2 presentation which we 
talked through during the meeting. Should you have any questions or comments then please let me 
know. 

Thanks again, 

 

-----Original	Appointment-----	
From:	 	
Sent:	16	August	2019	17:11	
To:	 	
Subject:	Heathrow	Compton	Workshop	2	briefing	
When:	29	August	2019	14:00-15:00	(UTC+00:00)	Dublin,	Edinburgh,	Lisbon,	London.	
Where:	The	Compass	Centre 

Hi  

Great to speak today. Hope to see you on Tuesday 29th August. In the meantime, if there’s anything I 
can help with then let me know. 

Thanks, 
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We would like to thank stakeholders who were involved in our recent engagement in relation to design 
principles for our proposed airspace change for the redesign of our easterly Compton departure route. 
Please find attached the meeting notes from the second of two workshops we held with local 
authorities and community representatives. During one of our workshop sessions we had a discussion 
concerning the re-prioritisation of our proposed design principles, with a number of attendees 
requesting that the noise-related design principle be moved above the design principle concerning air 
quality. Following this workshop, we held an internal discussion on this matter and have the following 
response, which will be included in our submission documents to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA): 
  
The CAA’s airspace change process must operate within the Government’s policy framework (as set 
out in CAP1616). Also, airspace design principles must take account of government policy documents 
such as the government’s Air Navigation Guidance and local criteria such as section 106 planning 
agreements. The Air Navigation Guidance in particular:  

•         Establishes an environmental objective to minimise local air quality emissions and in 
particular ensure that the UK complies with its international obligations on air quality; and, 

•         States that while the CAA should prioritise noise below 7,000 feet, there could be 
circumstances where local air quality may be a consideration because emissions from aircraft 
taking off, landing, or whilst they are on the ground have the potential to contribute to overall 
pollution levels in the area. This could lead to a situation where prioritising noise creates 
unacceptable costs in terms of local air quality or might risk breaching legal limits. 

The London Boroughs of Hillingdon, Hounslow and Spelthorne have declared Air Quality Management 
Areas because annual mean nitrogen dioxide levels were found to be exceeding the Government’s Air 
Quality Objectives (AQO). 
  
Given this policy context, Heathrow has prioritised the design principle for local air quality above that 
for aircraft noise. In practice, it is considered unlikely that any of the flight path options for the new 
Compton SIDs will fail to meet these local AQOs. We will, however, assess this fully as part of our 
environmental assessment at Stage 3 of the CAP1616 process. 
  
Also, on completion of our second round of workshops an additional note was added to design 
principle 3, stating that it was implicit that the airspace change proposal would comply with the CAA’s 
Airspace Modernisation Strategy – CAP1711 (AMS). This was added following correspondence with 
the CAA in which they informed Heathrow that they would consider it ‘best practice’ to include a 
reference to the AMS in all airspace change proposals. 

  
We will shortly be submitting our final design principles to the CAA - please find them attached to this 
email. 
  
Should you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Thanks, 
  

 

 
Community & Stakeholder Manager - Airspace 
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The CAA’s airspace change process must operate within the Government’s policy framework (as set 
out in CAP1616). Also, airspace design principles must take account of government policy documents 
such as the government’s Air Navigation Guidance and local criteria such as section 106 planning 
agreements. The Air Navigation Guidance in particular:  

•       Establishes an environmental objective to minimise local air quality emissions and in particular 
ensure that the UK complies with its international obligations on air quality; and, 

•       States that while the CAA should prioritise noise below 7,000 feet, there could be 
circumstances where local air quality may be a consideration because emissions from aircraft 
taking off, landing, or whilst they are on the ground have the potential to contribute to overall 
pollution levels in the area. This could lead to a situation where prioritising noise creates 
unacceptable costs in terms of local air quality or might risk breaching legal limits. 

The London Boroughs of Hillingdon, Hounslow and Spelthorne have declared Air Quality Management 
Areas because annual mean nitrogen dioxide levels were found to be exceeding the Government’s Air 
Quality Objectives (AQO). 
  
Given this policy context, Heathrow has prioritised the design principle for local air quality above that 
for aircraft noise. In practice, it is considered unlikely that any of the flight path options for the new 
Compton SIDs will fail to meet these local AQOs. We will, however, assess this fully as part of our 
environmental assessment at Stage 3 of the CAP1616 process. 
  
Also, on completion of our second round of workshops an additional note was added to design 
principle 3, stating that it was implicit that the airspace change proposal would comply with the CAA’s 
Airspace Modernisation Strategy – CAP1711 (AMS). This was added following correspondence with 
the CAA in which they informed Heathrow that they would consider it ‘best practice’ to include a 
reference to the AMS in all airspace change proposals. 

We will shortly be submitting our final design principles to the CAA - please find them attached to this 
email. 
  
Thank you very much. 
  
Kind Regards 
  

 
A rspace & Stakeho der Engagement 
Future Heathrow, Heathrow Expans on 
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