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Space Hub Sutherland Airspace Change Proposal 
 

Introduction 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) is very grateful to those stakeholders who have already 
engaged with this process and for the views provided by the various representative bodies and 
individuals.  The responses we have received have helped us to develop a comprehensive list of 
potential Design Principles that reflect the comments made during Focus Group meetings and 
from completed questionnaires.  We are now sharing those Design Principles with all stakeholders 
for your views. 
 
It is stressed that this engagement takes into consideration only those factors that affect the 
design of the Space Hub Sutherland (SHS) Airspace Change Proposal (ACP).  Comments relating to 
the construction of the spaceport and launch activities themselves are addressed in other 
workstreams and regulatory activities. 
 
The Design Principles will be used as the qualitative framework against which different design 
options will be considered.  It is therefore important that your views have been accurately 
captured.  This document has been prepared to share the potential Design Principles and we now 
need your help to provide further comment and to help us understand which Design Principles are 
most important to you or your organisation. 
 
Any changes to airspace arrangements must maintain or enhance safety.  This is the main priority 
of the CAA in accordance with its statutory duties set out in Section 70(1) of the Transport Act 
2000.  For the SHS ACP, the principal aim is to provide protection to airspace users for whom 
launch activities might pose a hazard.  Safety is therefore the overarching principle against which 
the design options will be developed. 
 
In addition, the airspace designed for Space Hub Sutherland will be managed by a Range Control 
Service Provider, in receipt of a Range Control Licence under the Space Industry Act (2018).  
However, the regulations governing the provision of a Range Control licence have not yet been 
finalised.  As a result, the airspace management procedures identified in this ACP will be drafted so 
they can dovetail with the future requirements of the Range Control Service Provider. 
 

Stakeholder Review Requirement 
Please review the Design Principles listed in Error! Reference source not found. below.  For each 
one, we would like you to state whether or not you agree that the statement constitutes a Design 
Principle.  If you do not agree, please provide detailed comments in the box provided.   
 
In addition, we would like you to rank the Design Principles according to your, or your 
organisation’s priorities.  Please rank the Design Principles from 1 (Highest priority) to 12 (Lowest 
priority).  If you feel any of the Design Principles are not applicable to you, please mark them as ‘0’.  
Please add any amplifying comments that you wish to include within the comments box.   
 
If you would like to provide additional comments, raise any concerns that you feel have not been 
considered, or suggest any additional Design Principles, please complete Error! Reference source 
not found..   
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How to Respond 
Please save the file that includes your responses and attach it to an email to the following address: 
 
spacehubsutherland@hient.co.uk  
 
In addition to attachments in MS Word, we will accept .pdf, scanned, hand-written or email 
responses, as long as they are legible and clearly identify the Design Principle to which your 
response relates. 
 
It is important that individual email responses clearly show your name and contact details; this will 
allow us to cross-refer to the emails that we send out. 
 
We will also accept legible postal responses to the following address within the timescales 
specified below: 
 

Airspace Change Proposal 
Space Hub Sutherland  
Osprey Consulting Services Limited 
Suite 10, 
The Hub, 
Fowler Avenue 
Farnborough 
GU14 7JP 
 

Responses must reach us no later than 12.00 mid-day 07 November 2019   

 

Next Steps 
The development of Design Principles will mark the completion of Stage 1 (Define Stage) of the 
SHS ACP.  The response you now provide will help us to refine the Design Principles ahead of the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) DEFINE Gateway, the first of four gateways in the seven stage CAP 
1616 process. 
 
Passing the CAA DEFINE Gateway will allow us to begin detailed airspace design work.  Further 
engagement will be undertaken during the design phase, ahead of the DEVELOP and ASSESS 
Gateway which is currently planned for 31 January 2020.  It is anticipated that formal consultation 
will be conducted no earlier than May 2020.  HIE will ensure any views expressed through this 
earlier engagement activity will also be recorded to inform the full consultation report.  
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 Defence Airspace & Air Traffic Management 

CAA Aviation House, 1E 

Gatwick Airport South 

West Sussex 
RH6 0YR 

 
Telephone: 

 

Email: 

 

 

 
Airspace Change, 
Space Hub Sutherland, 
Osprey Consulting Services Ltd, 
Suite 10, The Hub, 
Fowler Avenue, 
Farnborough 
GU14 7JP 
 

11 Nov 19 
 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
  
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (MOD) RESPONSE TO SPACE HUB SUTHERLAND ACP DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES 
 
1. Thank you for your recent engagement and the opportunity to comment on your draft design 
principles. Please see below our comments as requested on the template provided. Whilst we 
appreciate the tight time frames and deadlines associated with this ACP work, and appreciate your 
extension to allow the MOD response, we would be grateful for more time to consider your 
proposals with MOD stakeholders and respond in the future. 
 
2. The MOD remains committed to ensuring airspace is used safely, efficiently and flexibly. 
Future airspace design must consider and allow for continued MOD access to airspace in order to 
meet defence operational and training requirements. In particular, MOD would wish to draw your 
attention to the potential implications on use of Cape Wrath Range (EGD801 /802/803). 
 
3. The MOD seeks to work closely with Space Hub Sutherland and welcomes continued 
engagement throughout the ACP process.  Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if 
you require any further information at this stage. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
[signed electronically] 
 

Squadron Leader 
SO2 Airspace Plans 
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Comments: 
The MOD believes that a DP should be included that captures the impact to other airspace users as none of the above DPs capture this. Given the 
potential volume of airspace that may be required by SHS and the number of airspace users who may be affected, impact on those other airspace users 
and their ability to operate should be considered. DP8 touches on this, but the rationale makes it clear that this is only in relation to the impact of 
change on low flying aircraft to local bird populations. 
 
Furthermore, as an example, given the inclusion of DP10 with the proposal to potentially prohibit flight in some areas, the MOD believe it should be 
pertinent to understand and assess the impact on other airspace users’ ability to conduct their activity. 
 
The MOD suggest the addition of a DP “Minimise impact to other airspace users”. 
 
The MOD seek to minimise the impact of any new airspace required to enable operations from SHS on MOD activity, to enable the MOD continued 
ability to deliver defence operational and training requirements.  
 
 

 




