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Free Route Airspace

Free Route Airspace (FRA) is well established and NATS has been involved

in developing the FRA concept over the last 5 years. FRA is a major initiative

of the UK CAA's Airspace Modernisation Strategy (AMS) (CAP 1711). The
implementation of FRA by European Union (EU) member states was
mandated in European Law under the EU Implementing Regulation

EU716/204 and has been recommended as a part of the Eurocontrol Single

European Sky ATM Research (SESAR) programme. Aligned to the UK AMS,
NATS is proposing to introduce Free Route Airspace (FRA) across UK
airspace in four deployments. The first (Deployment 1), across Scottish
Sectors (blue shaded area in Figure 1below) will allow aircraft in upper
airspace to flight plan and fly between existing points and not be
constrained to follow the current network of routes. The concept will also
enable the opportunity to flight plan across the airspace managed by
Borealis AllianceTmember ANSPs unconstrained by the route network in
each ANSP's airspace with free crossing at boundaries not limited to fixed
entry/exit points.

FRA Deployment 1 — The first deployment of FRA (in the UK) will be
across the majority of the Scottish Upper Information Region (UIR),
FL255 and above. This area of airspace was chosen due to its lower
traffic complexity (compared to elsewhere in the UK), the lack of
dependency on simultaneous airspace modernisation projects (e.g.
LAMP), Borealis Alliance commitments and the requirements of
neighbouring ANSPs. Targeted to be introduced in December 2021

FRA Deployment 2.1 — This deployment is specifically concerned with
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neighbouring ANSPs. Targeted to be introduced in December 2021

> FRA Deployment 2.1 - This deployment is specifically concerned with
the introduction of FRA in airspace where the provision of ATS has been
delegated to the IAA Shannon ACC and the DSNA Brest ACC in the far
south west corner of the UK UIR (known as the PEMAK Triangle and the
TAKAS Box). Targeted to be introduced in December 2021

> FRA Deployment 2 - This deployment of FRA will be across the
Swanwick West Sector Group (which covers most of Wales and
southwest England). Optimum delivery window: 2023

CAP1616 Process

Stage 3 consultation phase closed on 18th December 2019. An overview of
project and the consultation can be found here:
https://consultations.airspacechange.co.uk/nats/fra-d1/

Stage 3 consultation currently underway (11th January 2021 - 8th February

Stage 2 engagement on Design Principles for Deployment 2 (are the same
as for Deployment 1) completed. NATS have not engaged all the airlines in
this individually, but done this via the NATMAC representative
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Progress can be tracked on the CAA portal:

> Deployment 1: https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/PublicProposalArea?
pID=37

» Deployment 2.1: https://consultations.airspacechange.co.uk/nats/fra-
d2-1/

> Deployment 2: https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/PublicProposalArea?
pID=126
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