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Annex C to 
RAF Northolt ACP Submission 
Dated 17 June 19 

 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT CORRESPONDENCE 
 
This Annex provides copies of all correspondence sent to stakeholders as detailed in the table 
below.   

 
Correspondence Page 

Email/letter to Northolt User Community, Design Principles included for comment C-2 

Email/letter to Local Airspace Users, Design Principles included for comment C-4 

Email/letter to Local Regional Airport Stakeholders, Design Principles included for 
comment 

C-5 

Email/letter to council chief executives, Design Principles included for comment C-6 

Email/letter to Members of Parliament C-7 

Stakeholder address list C-8 to C-11 

RAF Northolt draft design principles as distributed to stakeholders for comment C-12 to C-15 

Minutes of the Northolt Aviation User Workshop Held at RAF Northolt at 1300 on 11 
December 18 at RAF Northolt Conference Room 

C-16 to C-19 

Minutes of RAF Northolt Airspace Change Proposal Engagement Meeting with 
Denham Airport Held at the Pilot Centre, Denham Airport on 4 March 2019 13:00-15:00 

C-20 to C-23 

Minutes of RAF Northolt Airspace Change Proposal Engagement Telcon Meeting with 
the General Aviation Alliance on 3 April 2019 16:30-17:30 

C-24 to C-29 

Email to MAUWG members C-30 to C-31 

Email to NATMAC members C-32 

Email to OC 32 (The Royal) Squadron C-33 

Email to Attendees of RAF Northolt Community Liaison Group meeting on 23 April 
2019 

C-34 

Email to Denham Airport confirming minutes of meeting on 4 March 2019 (See C-20) 
and providing Denham Airport with the draft Design Principles for comment 

C-35 to C-36 

Ickenham Residents’ Association newsletter C-37 to C-40 

Presentation delivered to Community Liaison Meeting 23 April 2019  C-41 to C-43 

Minutes of the RAF Northolt Community Liaison Group Meeting Held on 23 April 2019 
at 1800 at Ops Conf Rm 

C-44 to C-46 

RAF Northolt Draft Design Principles – Response to Stakeholder Feedback C-47 to C-53 
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SENT TO NORTHOLT USER COMMUNITY ON BEHALF OF  

==================================================================== 
 
Dear All, 
 
RAF NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL – DESIGN PRINCIPLES  
 

Due to the governments Airspace Modernisation Strategy, RAF Northolt has begun the process of 
conducting an Airspace Change Proposal. To ensure RAF Northolt remains able to operate into 
the future, the Station must assess and possibly amend its airspace use. This is also an 
opportunity to better design RAF Northolt’s procedures and the local airspace, which has evolved 
without formal plan over the last decades.  
 

In accordance with CAP 1616: Airspace Design, RAF Northolt is currently considering its airspace 
design principals. This requires stakeholder engagement to allow RAF Northolt to identify and 
communicate those design principals which it will apply to its airspace change design.  
 

An Aviation Technical Workshop was held at RAF Northolt at the end of 2018. Invitees from across 
the spectrum of Northolt airspace users were present to contemplate and discuss principals that 
could be considered for the betterment of operations to and from RAF Northolt and reduce the 
impact on the local community. A summary of the workshop’s considerations is detailed below and 
a copy of the minuets is available at Annex A.  
 

Summary:  
 

• Preference was for a mix of departure directions, to include routing to the south, as 
current SIDs do not cater well for this direction, or at least an efficient means to enter the 
airways network.  
 

• Precision Based Navigation (PBN) would be a preferred option for operations in and out of 
Northolt, including PBN approaches beyond the Final Approach Fix.  
 

 o PBN SIDs would allow a set arrival pattern / time of arrival.  
o The ILS would remain in place for westerly operations.  

 
• Other MOD aircraft that are not PBN equipped (eg fast jets) will still need to be catered 
for.  
 
 o Including means of an instrument approach to the easterly runway.  
 
• Preference for efficient SIDs, with lower levels of controller intervention thus reducing 
cockpit workload.  
 

• Preference that IFR flight should remain in controlled airspace at all times.  
 

• Preference for arrival and departures to be unrestricted climbs and descents to/from 
7000ft.  
 
 o A mix of SID climb gradients could be considered.  
 o Segmented approaches could be considered.  
 
• Impact to the London Helicopter Lanes would need to be understood and considered in 
future design. 

  
I invite you as stakeholders within this process to consider the output from the workshop, and 
alongside you own views, comment where you feel appropriate. This is an opportunity to voice 
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thoughts or considerations that will assist RAF Northolt with the development of the airspace 
design. This is an iterative process and RAF Northolt will communicate with stakeholders as it 
progresses through this proposal. 
 
Please send any replies to NOR-AirSpacePortal@mod.gov.uk by no later than 10 April 2019, for 
consideration. 
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SENT TO LOCAL AIRSPACE USERS ON BEHALF OF  
======================================================================= 
 
Dear All, 

I am writing to inform you that the Government and Civil Aviation Authority are co-sponsoring a 

programme to modernise UK airspace.1  Along with sixteen other airports in the South of England, 

Royal Air Force Northolt is fully engaged in this process which will necessitate the re-design of its 

departure and arrival routes and procedures up to 7000 feet.   

The Airspace Change Proposal drawn up by Royal Air Force Northolt will be implemented under 

the Civil Aviation Authority’s ‘CAP1616’ 2 process, which directs an airport or airfield to engage with 

those that may be affected by any proposed flightpath changes.  We have identified name of local 

airspace user as a stakeholder in Royal Air Force Northolt’s Airspace Change Proposal. 

We want to ensure that you are aware of this Airspace Change Proposal, which is in its initial 

design stages and is not due for implementation before 2024.  Therefore, we are engaging with all 

local airfields to understand what is important to them so that their views can be taken into account 

where there are choices to be made in the airspace proposal design process. To assist you in this, 

we have attached our draft Design Principles that we produced after discussions with the current 

airfield users and seek your comment on them.   

The Design Principles are not in priority order, but we recognise that some principles will be of 

greater importance to you than others and indeed you may disagree with some of them.  We 

encourage your comments and suggest that you use the enclosed Design Principles table to 

compose your response.  We would be very grateful for a return from you by 15 April 2019.   

Please ensure that all correspondence is directed to the following email address which is dedicated 

to this project: nor-airspaceportal@mod.gov.uk.  Should you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with me or my team. 

Enclosure: 

1. Royal Air Force Northolt Draft Design Principles. 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                           
1 CAP1711 - Airspace Modernisation Strategy. 
2 CAP1616 - Airspace Design, Guidance and Process. 
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SENT TO LOCAL REGIONAL AIRPORTS STAKEHOLDERS ON BEHALF OF  
 

=========================================================================== 
 
Deal All, 

ROYAL AIR FORCE NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

I am contacting you regarding the Airspace Change Proposal that Royal Air Force Northolt is 

required to conduct under the Department for Transport’s Airspace Modernisation Strategy and in 

conjunction with the Future Airspace Strategy Implementation (South) programme.   

As a member of the FASI-S Working Group, our airports have already begun collaborative work 

towards the implementation of this government strategy and are identifying how to carry out this 

project. Whilst the FASI-S Working Group provides a means for the member airports to 

communicate, it is still important that where necessary, individual airports have the opportunity to 

engage and comment on each other’s Airspace Change Proposals. 

RAF Northolt is currently identifying the initial design criteria and I would like to take this 

opportunity to engage with name of Airport stakeholder to understand what is important to your 

organisation, so that your views may be taken into account where there are choices to be made in 

the airspace proposal design process. To assist you in this, we have attached our draft Design 

Principles that we produced after discussions with other stakeholders and seek your comment on 

them.   

The Design Principles are not in priority order, but we recognise that some principles will be of 

greater importance to you than others and indeed you may disagree with some of them.  We 

encourage your comments and suggest you use the enclosed Design Principles table to compose 

your response.  We would be very grateful for a return from you by 15 April 2019.   

Please ensure all correspondence is directed to the following email address which is dedicated to 
this project: nor-airspaceportal@mod.gov.uk.  Should you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me or my team. 
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SENT TO COUNCIL CHIEF EXECUTIVES ON BEHALF OF  
======================================================================== 

 
Dear All, 

 

ROYAL AIR FORCE NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

I would like to inform you about the Airspace Change Proposal that Royal Air Force Northolt is 

required to draw up under the Department for Transport’s Future Airspace Strategy Implementation 

(South) programme.  This programme involves all airports and airfields in the south east of 

England and is not due for implementation before 2022. 

This Airspace Change Proposal will be implemented under the Civil Aviation Authority’s ‘CAP1616’ 

process, which directs an airport or airfield to engage with those geographical areas that may be 

affected by any proposed flightpath changes.  We have identified that your council could be 

affected by Royal Air Force Northolt’s Airspace Change Proposal. 

We want to ensure that you are aware of this Airspace Change Proposal, and whilst considering 

our initial design criteria, seek your input.  We would like to understand what is important to the 

Council and local residents and this information will influence our ‘Design Principles’ and ensure 

that local opinion is taken into account, where there are choices to be made in the airspace 

proposal design process.  

We have already started our engagement with local residents through 2 focus groups, held on 5 

February 2019, and the excellent feedback we received has informed our initial work.  We will 

continue our engagement with local people through briefings at resident association meetings, but 

we also seek your views as a council as to what Royal Air Force Northolt needs to consider in 

producing its Airspace Change Proposal.  To assist you in this, we have enclosed our draft Design 

Principles which we have produced after our initial discussions and seek your comment on them.   

The Design Principles are not in priority order, but we recognise that some principles will be of 

greater importance to you than others and indeed you may disagree with some of them.  We 

encourage your comments (in whatever written format) and would be very grateful for a return from 

you by 15 April 2019.   

Please ensure all correspondence is directed to the following email address which is dedicated to 

this project: nor-airspaceportal@mod.gov.uk.  Should you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with me or my team. 

 

Enclosure – RAF Northolt Draft Design Principles 
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SENT TO MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ON BEHALF OF  
======================================================================== 
 
Dear All, 
 
ROYAL AIR FORCE NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

I am contacting you regarding the Airspace Change Proposal that Royal Air Force Northolt is 

required to draw up under the Department for Transport’s Future Airspace Strategy Implementation 

(South) programme.  This programme involves all airports and airfields in the south east of 

England and is not due for implementation before 2024.   

This Airspace Change Proposal will be implemented under the Civil Aviation Authority’s ‘CAP1616’ 

process, which directs an airport or airfield to engage with those geographical areas that may be 

affected by any proposed flightpath changes.  We have identified that the constituency, for which 

you are Member of Parliament, could be affected by Royal Air Force Northolt’s Airspace Change 

Proposal. 

We want to ensure that you are aware of this Airspace Change Proposal, which is currently 

identifying the initial design criteria.  We are engaging with the London Borough of Hillingdon 

Council and its residents, to understand what is important to them so that their views can be taken 

into account where there are choices to be made in the airspace proposal design process.  

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. 
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Stakeholder Address List 

Stakeholder 
Group 

Stakeholder Name Stakeholder Contact Details Used 

Northolt User 
Community 
 
 
 
 
 

Abelag 
ABS Jets 
Aero-Dienst 
Aerowest 
Air Alliance Express 
Air Alsie 
Air Charter Scotland 
Air Go Flug 
Air Hamburg 
Air Pink 
Air X 
Airjetsul 
Airlec Air Espace 
Albinati 
Arcus Air 
Arena Aviation 
ASL 
Aston Jet 
Atlas Air Service 
Atlas Helicopters 
Aurora Aviation 
Avcon Jet 
Avianet 24 
Avidus Jet Management 
Avionord 
Aviostart 
BASF SE 
Blue Square Aviation Group 
Bookajet 
Capital Air Ambulance 
Cartier 
Cat Aviation 
Catreus 
Centreline 
Chartright Air Group 
Colt International 
Comlux Malta 
DAS Private Jets 
DC Aviation 
Dietz AG 
Donington Aviation 
DRF Stiftung 
E Aviation 
EFS European Flight Service AB 
Elitavia 
Elite Jet 
Excellent Air 
Exxaero 
FAI Rent-a-Jet 
Flairjet 
Flight Partner 
Flight Services International 
Flightworx 
Fly Easy 
Flying Group 
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Gama Aviation 
Gestair 
G-Jet Service s.r.o 
Global jet 
Globe Air 
Glock Aviation 
Heerema 
HTM Jet Service 
Hummingbird 
IAS Medical 
ImperialJet Europe 
Ineos 
International Jet Management 
International Trip Planning Services 
IX Air 
Japat AG 
Jato LXS 
Jeppesen San Jose (Dataplan) 
Jet Aviation 
Jet Bee 
Jet Corporate 
Jet Executive 
Jet Story 
Jetfly Aviation 
Jivair 
Jung Sky 
Laudamotion 
London Executive Aviation 
Luxaviation  
Lyddair 
Lyon Aviation 
Masterjet-Unijet 
MHS Aviation 
NetJets 
NetJets US 
Nomad Aviation 
North Flying 
Omni Aviation 
OnTopAir Charter 
Orascom Aviation 
Pan Europeene 
Premium Jet 
Presidential Aviation 
Prince Aviation 
ProAir Aviation 
Rockwell Collins 
Royal Flight of Jordan 
SAP SE 
Saxon Air 
Signum Aviation 
Silver Cloud 
Sirio 
SIXT Air 
Smart Jet 
Spire Jet 
Spree Flug 
Sundt Air 
Tag Geneva 
Tag uk 
Time Air 
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Transavia 
Travel Service 
Travion 
Tyrolean Jet Service 
UAS International Trip Support 
Universal Aviation  
VistaJet 
Windrose Air 
X Operations companies 
XJC Jets 
Zenith Aviation 
Zephyr Aviation 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

Community 
Stakeholders 

Ickenham Residents Association 
North Uxbridge Residents Association 
South Ruislip Residents Association 

 

MPs and 
Constituencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aylesbury 
Brent Central Boro 
Brent North Boro 
Chesham and Amersham  
Chingford and Woodford Green 
Chipping Barney Boro 
Ealing Central and Acton Boro 
Ealing North Boro 
Ealing Southall Boro 
Edmonton Boro 
Enfield North Boro 
Enfield Southgate Boro 
Epping Forest 
Finchley and Golders Green Boro 
Hampstead and Kilburn Boro 
Harrow East Boro 
Harrow West Boro 
Hayes and Harlington Boro 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hendon Boro 
Hertsmere  
Hornsey and Wood Green Boro 
Maidenhead Co 
Ruilsip, Northwood and Pinner Boro 
Slough Boro 
South West Hertfordshire Co 
St Albans 
Tottenham Boro 
Uxbridge and South Ruislip Boro 
Watford Boro 
Wycombe 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Local Airspace 
Users 
 
 

Blackbushe 
Denham Aerodrome 
Elstree Aerodrome 
Farnborough Airport 
North Weald Airfield 
White Waltham Airfield 
Wycombe Airpark 
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Council Chief 
Executives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chiltern and South Bucks District Council 
Dacorum Borough Council 
Hertsmere Borough Council 
London Borough of Barnet 
London Borough of Brent 
London Borough of Ealing 
London Borough of Enfield 
London Borough of Haringey 
London Borough of Harrow 
London Borough of Hillingdon 
Slough Borough Council 
St Albans City and District Council 
Three Rivers District Council 
Waltham Forest District Council 
Watford Borough Council 
Windsor and Maidenhead Borough Council 
Wycombe District Council 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

London Airports Heathrow Airport 
London Gatwick Airport 
London Luton Airport 
London City Airport 
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Royal Air Force Northolt Draft Design Principles 

 

1. In the tables below, we have set out the draft Design Principles that will help shape the Airspace Change Proposal for Royal Air Force 
Northolt.  Some of the Design Principles are set in stone and no comment is requested, but we seek your input into the remainder.   
 

2. Table 1.  These Design Principles do not require your comments but are included for your awareness. 
 

Proposed Design Principle Reasoning 

Must be safe Provide a safely designed airspace 
structure and routes, to ensure the safe 
operation of aircraft 

Must ensure continuation of 
military and governmental 
operational activity 
 

RAF Northolt must be able to operate to 
its current commitments and future 
Defence requirements 
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3. Table 2.  Please consider the Design Principles for the general design of the Airspace Change Proposal in Table 2 below.  You are 
requested to rank them in level of importance to you and your organisation and residents, where 1 is the most important and 5 is the least 
important.  Please then comment on your ranking for each Design Principle.  
 

Proposed Design Principle Reasoning Ranking Comment 

Should minimise impact on 
other airspace users 
 

Minimise dependencies on other 
airspace users, including neighbouring 
airports, and consider opportunities to 
give away airspace that is not required 
for future operations 

  

Should facilitate design using 
modern navigational 
technology 
 

Airspace and routes designed favouring 
the latest navigational technology 

  

Should facilitate operational 
efficiencies to maximise 
benefits to all stakeholders 
 

Flight paths that minimise the workload 
of pilots and air traffic control, as well as 
design more efficient routes 

  

Should minimise fuel and 
greenhouse gases (for civil 
operations) 
 

Seek to minimise the amount of fuel and 
CO2 emissions produced. Consideration 
of short, direct flight paths 

  

Should minimise the impact of 
aircraft noise 
 

Comply with government regulation and 
policy on noise impact. Aim to reduce 
effects on health and quality of life by 
considering local circumstances 
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4. Table 3.  Please consider the Design Principles for minimising the impact of aircraft noise in Table 3 below.  You are requested to rank 
them in level of importance to you and your organisation and residents, where 1 is the most important and 5 is the least important.  Please then 
comment on your ranking for each Design Principle.  
 

Proposed Design Principle Reasoning Ranking Comment 

Minimise the number of people 
newly overflown 
 

Limit designing new routes over those 
people who are not currently overflown 
by keeping routes as close to today’s 
flight paths as possible 

  

Minimise the total number of 
people affected by noise 
 

Reduce the number of people overflown 
by aircraft. This would lead to aircraft 
concentrated over a smaller number of 
routes 

  

Consider fewer people 
affected, but more noise 
 

A steeper climb gradient would result in 
a potential increase in noise, but over a 
smaller area 

  

Consider more people 
affected, but less noise 
 

A shallower climb gradient would result 
in potential reduction in noise, but over a 
larger area 

  

Prioritise flight paths over rural 
areas rather than urban areas 
 

Favour routes over rural areas, rather 
than residential areas in towns and cities 
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5. Please make any other comments you see fit on our draft Design Principles.  
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See Distribution 

 

11 Dec 18 

 

MINUTES OF THE NORTHOLT AVIATION USER WORKSHOP HELD AT RAF NORTHOLT AT 

1300 ON 11 DEC 18 AT RAF NORTHOLT CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Name Number Email 

    

    

    

   

   

    

   

   

   

    

   

    

 

1.  welcomed attendees and thanked everyone for coming. He 

stated the purpose of the workshop was to discuss the user requirements for future airspace 

change around RAF Northolt, as a result of the DfT Future Airspace Strategy. He also highlighted 

the CAP 1616 process, which is the means to implement any Airspace Change Proposal (ACP). 

He iterated the proximity of Northolt and Heathrow which would make them mutual stakeholders 

within any ACP process. Finally highlighting that this workshop would provide information towards 

any future Northolt ACP, which would form part of the Future Airspace Strategy Implementation 

South (FASI-S) process, and the interface with the current London Airspace Management 

Programme above FL90. 

 

Airspace 

 

2. Dependant and independent operations.  It was discussed that there were two paths that 

could be taken: 

 

 a. The first involved close liaison between Heathrow and Northolt whilst developing 

their individual ACPs (dependant planning) this could allow potential conflictions within the 

airspace to be identified and designed out at an early stage, thus allowing maximum 

efficiency. 

 

 b. The second path was independent ACPs with little consultation (independent 

planning). This could result in a poorer airspace design, with increased conflictions and thus 

require more controller intervention and higher workload for ATC and for crews. 

 

 c. It was agreed that the preferred COA was dependant planning leading to 

independent operations or at least minimal ATC intervention. 

 

3. FASI-S preferred nodal interfaces.  It was discussed that the FASI-S airports interface with 

NATS airspace (beyond 7000ft) would be crucial to airspace efficiency. The attendees were asked 

their opinion on departure routes. The general preference was for a mix of departure directions, to 
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include routing to the south, as current SIDs do not cater well for this direction, or at least an 

efficient means to enter the airways network. 

 

4. It was stated that there is an intent by NATS to decommission ground-based navigation 

aids and rely on Precision Based Navigation (PBN) procedures. It was agreed that PBN would be a 

preferred option for operations in and out of Northolt, as the majority of aircraft are suitably 

equipped. However, the current 32 Sqn BAE 146 is not capable of flying to certain PBN standards. 

A move toward PSN SIDs and STARs would need to be considered for any future Command 

Support Air Transport (CSAT) aircraft. It was also stated that other MOD aircraft that are not PBN 

equipped (fast jets) will still need to be catered for. 

 

5. With regard to current SIDs, it was stated that the defined route and climb profile is rarely 

flown, with ATC intervention common and subsequent increase in cockpit workload. Stakeholders 

expressed their preference for efficient SIDs, with lower levels of controller intervention, thus 

allowing them to access the network with minimal interference, whilst reducing cockpit workload. 

 

6. It was discussed that due to the constrained airspace to the west, in order to deconflict 

Heathrow and Northolt arrivals traffic on easterlies, Northolt arrivals could be planned to fit within 

Heathrow slots. However, the nature of Northolt traffic being unscheduled, combined with 32 Sqn’s 

changeable operations meant this would limit the value and impact Heathrow capacity. 

 

7. It was the stated preference by all attendees that IFR flight should remain in controlled 

airspace at all times. Current airspace construct is adequate for all stakeholders. However, a 

means to predict precise arrival times would assist 32 Sqn crews in their task, whilst also increase 

airspace and fuel efficiencies. The provision of a PBN SID, would allow a set arrival pattern there 

 

8. CDA/CCO and Letterboxes.  The attendees stated their preference for arrival and 

departures would be unrestricted climb and descent to/from 7000ft with minimum ATC intervention. 

 

 a. It was agreed by all that flight efficiency into the network would be a priority for any 

new SIDs and STARs design. 

 

 b. In order to maximise airspace efficiency and reduce ambient noise, it was discussed 

that varied angle approaches could be considered. All attendees confirmed this was within 

their current capability. 

 

 c. In order to synchronise with Heathrow’s minimum climb gradient, it was suggested 

that Northolt SIDs should be a minimum of 5%. Civilian attendees stated their normal 

minimum climb gradient exceeded 10%, whilst 32 Sqn can currently operate to 7%, therefore 

a mix of climb gradient SIDs could be an option.  

 

  (1) To allow maximum efficiency and unrestricted climb it was stated that the letter 

 box option may be impracticable and that a lozenge shape was the preferred option. 

 

  (2) It was stated that Heathrow were considering a minimum 4% climb gradient 

 following missed approach. All attendees agreed a 4% Map was achievable. 

 

9.  stated that due to judicial review, the current level of civilian 

movements (12,000 per annum) was extant. MOD movements would remain as directed by Air 

Command and the airfield will still need to operate the swathe of military and governmental 

movements.  
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10. It was discussed that if the third runway option at Heathrow proceeded, rotary traffic could 

face significant delay crossing Heathrow on a North South axis. The 32 Sqn rotary participant 

stated that the North South axis across Heathrow was rarely used and therefore this was not a 

factor. 

 

 a. It was mentioned that PBN arrivals to Northolt could impact current Heli lane flights. 

In particular H10 West could conflict with arrival traffic when Northolt was operating to the 

easterly runway, as there would need to be a way to deconflict the 2. This would need to be 

considered in any future design. 

 

Airfield 

 

11. Operating Hours.  Options on Northolt opening hours were discussed. Civilian  

attendees agreed that current opening hours were sufficient. Military access would remain  

24 hours as required. 

 

12. Approach Aids.  There was discussion regarding current and future approach aids  

into Northolt. Construction of the potential third runway at Heathrow would impinge on  

current runway 07 approaches to RAF Northolt, particularly the Precision Approach Radar  

and Surveillance Radar Approach, in part due to accuracy and potential for controller error.  

 

 a. It was stated that whilst ILS 25 would remain extant, an ILS to 07 was unfeasible 

due to the cross-over of the centre lines between Northolt and Heathrow. 

 

 b. One of the options discussed was for a PBN approach to runway 07. This would 

require a higher standard of equipage (<RNP1). Whilst civilian attendees and 32 Sqn B Flight 

(rotary) confirmed this was within their capabilities, and agreed it would be beneficial, it is 

currently not available for 32 Sqn A Flight (fixed wing). However future CSAT should have 

this capability. 

 

 c. It was stated that the requirement for non-PBN equipped aircraft (legacy ac, fast jets 

etc) to conduct instrument approaches to runway 07 would need to remain for operational 

reasons.  

 

AOB 

 

13. Future representation and contacts: 

 

 a. For any airspace development which could impact future aircraft capabilities 

developments, both fixed wing and rotary wing, CSAT Cap Del is to be informed. 

 

 b. 1 and 2 Group representation should be included in any future engagement. 

 

 c. 2 Group, Group Captain Ops to be informed of developments. 

 

 d. RAF Northolt Project Board should include Airspace Change on the agenda. 

 

 e. Once approved, it was agreed by all attendees that these minutes could be 

published to the wider Northolt user community. 
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MINUTES OF RAF NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL ENGAGEMENT MEETING 

WITH DENHAM AIRPORT HELD AT THE PILOT CENRE, DENHAM AIRPORT 

ON 04 MARCH 2019 13:00-15:00 

 

15 Mar 19 

    

Present Appointment Representing 

 Chairman RAF Northolt 

 Secretary RAF Northolt 

          Aerodrome Manager Denham Airport 

l  Denham Airport 

 Head of Training Denham Airport 

   

Meeting Opening Statement 

 

Following an Assessment meeting with CAA on 24 January 2019 where RAF Northolt put forward 

a Statement of Need, the CAA have agreed that RAF Northolt is in place to begin an Airspace 

Change Proposal (ACP) in response to the government’s Airspace Modernisation Strategy and in 

conjunction with the FASI South programme. Further, due to potential expansion at London 

Heathrow with a third runway and Heathrow’s own FASI related ACP, it has been identified that 

RAF Northolt will need to amend its own use of airspace. The RAF Northolt ACP provides the 

means to ensure the airfield is able to meet its task as a strategic MOD site and is able to access 

the airways network without adverse impacts from other airspace changes.  

   

Item ACTION 

 

Item 1 – Introduction/Apologies for Absence 

 

 welcomed attendees and thanked Denham Airport (DA) for accepting the 

meeting. 

 

All parties introduce themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 2 – Statement of Need 

 

 stated the purpose of the meeting was to engage with DA in light of RAF 

Northolt’s recent FASI ACP. As per the CAA requirement which is detailed in CAP 
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1616, RAF Northolt is required to engage with identified stakeholders during the 

process.  stated that RAF Northolt intends to be transparent throughout the 

ACP process with all stakeholders. 

 

The steps involved in the ACP process were outlined by  and it was explained 

that RAF Northolt is currently undertaking step 1b, determining its Design 

Principles (DP). This requires engagement with all stakeholders to help RAF 

Northolt consider what DPs could be appropriate, and DA falls into this category. 

 

 

Item 3 – Discussion 

 

DA stated that its primary concern was related to safety, if any changes to 

airspace were to take place.  agreed with DA and declared that safety was 

listed as an overarching principle in RAF Northolt’s ACP, and that safety would not 

be compromised as part of this project. 

 

 explained that any airspace changes would, as best as possible, facilitate 

operational efficiencies to maximise benefits to all stakeholders, which includes 

DA. As an example,  explained this could take into consideration changes to 

climb gradients which could better facilitate DA operations, and that means to 

potentially reduce impact on both airfields could be investigated. 

 

DA stated it was content that this principle could be beneficial. 

 

DA queried if RAF Northolt would increase its dependency on Heathrow as a 

result of its ACP.  stated that the preference is for RAF Northolt to operate 

separately from Heathrow and have minimal dependency and impact on other 

airspace users, but the reality is still unknown.  

 

 discussed that a potential principle within its ACP could be to design 

procedures using modern navigation technology. The benefits of Precision Based 

Navigation (PBN) and Required Navigation Performance (RNP) were discussed 

as DA mentioned its own aspirations for IFR procedures. The discussion also 

included the assistance RAF Northolt provides to DA aircraft, when they operate 

in/out of the airway, and how this could be affected by the future design. DA has 

considered initiating its own ACP as a result of the programme. 

 

DA raised the issue that the Letter of Agreement (LoA) between RAF Northolt and 

DA required review. This included the recommendation of increasing the height of 
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the LFA to 1,200 AMSL, which had been identified by NATS as a means to reduce 

technical infringements, due to instances of aircraft inadvertently penetrating 

above.  stated that the LoA was now being staffed by Northolt Radar based at 

RAF(U) Swanwick.  stated that Northolt would consider a Design Principle that 

would seek to minimise impacts to other airspace users. 

 

DA further raised their wish to extend the LFA to include a fillet of airspace to the 

west. This would enable Denham to operate more freely in this area, particularly 

for arriving aircraft, and potentially reduce instances of airspace infringement. This 

led to the discussion regarding the provision of a conspicuity squawk.  stated 

that he was unable to provide a squawk as he does not have the means, but he 

recognised the benefit of such a procedure. 

 

The benefit of limiting noise effects across the community was also discussed.  

explained that a letter will be sent out to communities outlining RAF Northolt’s 

ACP, in order to engage on this issue with members of the public. 

 

 

Item 7 – Next steps 

 

 reiterated that engagement with stakeholders would be on-going throughout 

the ACP and DA’s opinions were valuable throughout the process. DA will 

communicate any further input should it arise, and RAF Northolt shall continue to 

engage with the airport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 8 – Any other business 

 

 provided an update on RAF Northolt’s upcoming runway refurbishment. Works 

will commence as of mid-April and should take place over a 26-week period, with 

completion estimated for the end of October. No fixed wing aircraft will be able to 

arrive/depart from RAF Northolt during this time. Rotary aircraft will continue to 

operate from RAF Northolt over the period of refurbishment. 
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ACTIONS ARISING FROM RAF NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL ENGAGEMENT 

MEETING WITH DENHAM AERODROME 

 

Subject Name Action Deadline 

Minutes  Produce Engagement Meeting Minutes 

and upload to CAA Portal once agreed by 

both parties. 

 

15/04/2019 
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MINUTES OF RAF NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL ENGAGEMENT TELCON 

MEETING WITH THE GENERAL AVIATION ALLIANCE ON 03 APRIL 2019 16:30-17:30 

8 Apr 19 

    

Present Appointment Representing 

  RAF Northolt 

  General Aviation Alliance 

   

Meeting Opening Statement 

 

Following an Assessment meeting with CAA on 24 January 2019 where RAF Northolt put forward 

a Statement of Need, the CAA have agreed that RAF Northolt (NOR) is in place to begin an 

Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) in response to the government’s Airspace Modernisation 

Strategy and in conjunction with the FASI South programme. Further, due to potential expansion at 

London Heathrow with a third runway and Heathrow’s own FASI related ACP, it has been identified 

that RAF Northolt will need to amend its own use of airspace. The RAF Northolt ACP provides the 

means to ensure the airfield is able to meet its task as a strategic MOD site and is able to access 

the airways network without adverse impacts from other airspace changes.  

   

Item ACTION 

 

Item 1 – Introduction/Apologies for Absence 

 

 thanked  for taking part in this telephone conversation after a previous 

meeting had been cancelled due to ill health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 2 – Statement of Need 

 

 stated the purpose of the meeting was to engage with the GAA in light of RAF 

Northolt’s recent FASI ACP. As per the CAA requirement, which is detailed in 

CAP 1616, RAF Northolt is required to engage with identified stakeholders during 

the process.  

 

 explained that RAF Northolt is currently undertaking step 1b, in order to 

determine its Design Principles (DP). This requires engagement with all 
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stakeholders to help RAF Northolt consider what DPs could be appropriate, and 

the GAA falls into this category. 

 

 explained that he had elected to represent the General Aviation Alliance 

(GAA) during the Northolt ACP, and that he was an active member of the British 

Microlight Aircraft Association.  outlined the member organisations of the GAA 

and that the aim of the GAA was to work towards a common aim to help ensure 

airspace is available for all users. 

 

In a previous email,  had sent  a list of considerations which the GAA would 

like airspace change sponsors to consider. This list is attached at Annex A. 

 

 

Item 3 – Discussion 

 

 stated that early engagement was imperative for change sponsor to better  

understand the requirements of other airspace users.  then used the points  

listed in Annex A to form the discussion. 

 

Design Principles: 

 

  a. No3.   explained that the default airspace classification should 

be considered as Class G and controlled airspace should only be used 

where necessary; controlled airspace should fulfil a safety need and not be 

solely based on commercial expediency. Examples were given of where 

such airspace had restricted GA activity and, in some instances, created 

potentially less safe airspace for aircraft outside the controlled airspace. 

 

 b. No7.   requested that only the minimum required airspace 

should be implemented. The inclusion of efficient rates of climb and 

descent should better enable the use of airspace and this should be 

considered.  agreed and stated that to minimise the impact on other 

airspace users is an intent of the ACP. 

 

 c. No9.   stated that steeper climb and descent gradients minimise 

the requirements for CAS.  agreed in principle but detailed the location 

of NOR and how the intricacies of the surrounding flight routes may impact 

on the ability to accommodate this principle. 
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 d. No8.   explained how the minimum number of departure routes 

 can reduce the need for excessive airspace.  cited examples of where 

 airspace had been altered for new flight routes which were not used to the 

 capacity detailed by the sponsor.  stated that NOR is not looking to 

 increase its capacity and that any design would be required to manage the 

 expected levels of traffic. 

 

 e. No12.   detailed how the flexible use of airspace would be 

 welcomed, including non-exclusive use.  explained that NOR lies within 

 class D which currently enables rotary aircraft to transit in the vicinity of the 

 airfield, but that its proximity to Heathrow will always be an impeding factor. 

 However, means to identify flexible use of airspace could be considered. 

 

 f. No1.   conveyed how GA is entitled to undertake their activities 

 safely and that the safety of commercial flights should not be used to  

 unnecessarily expand airspace requirements.  gave examples where 

 ACPs had considered the safety of flights but was considered by the GAA 

 as excessive.  agreed that appropriate consideration of the necessary 

 airspace would be required. 

 

 g. No2.   stated that consideration must be inclusive of directed 

 modernisation strategies and technological efficiencies.  explained that 

 this was a key reason behind the NOR ACP and agreed the benefits in 

 using modern technologies. 

 

 h. No4/5/6.   explained that previous ACPs had forecast traffic 

 numbers which post implementation had not occurred.  stated that NOR 

 is capped at 12,000 commercial movements a year and there is no intent 

 to increase this number, but it will always be required to conduct activity in-

 line with Defence need. 

 

i. No10.   detailed that the use of class E airspace seemed to be 

on the rise and explained the implications of this on the GA, whilst 

referencing the use of Transponder/Radio Monitoring Zones.  agreed 

that airspace classification should be considered as part of the overall 

design. 

 

 j. No11.   mentioned the coordination of activity above 7000ft.  

 that the London Airspace Management Programme (LAMP) was a member 

 of the FASI Working Group, and that this programme was investigating 

 means to efficiently connect activity above and below 7000ft.  also 
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 mentioned that NOR was in consultation with the LAMP requirements 

 team. 

 

 k. No13.   agreed that the early engagement with the GAA will 

 help assist in the provision of efficient consultation.  was happy that 

 both organisations had been able to make contact and discuss the ACP.  

 

 

Item 7 – Next steps 

 

 reiterated that engagement with stakeholders would be on-going throughout 

the ACP and the GAA’s opinions would be taken into account.  would provide 

 with a draft copy of the minutes to comment and once agreed, would upload 

this to the ACP Portal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 8 – Any other business 

 

Nil. 

 

 thanked  for his time and input. 
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ACTIONS ARISING FROM RAF NORTHOLT AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL ENGAGEMENT 

MEETING WITH DENHAM AERODROME 

 

Subject Name Action Deadline 

Minutes  Produce Engagement Meeting Minutes 

and upload to CAA Portal once agreed by 

both parties. 

 

15/04/2019 
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        ANNEX A TO 
        GAA Engagement Minutes 
        Dated 8 April 19 
 
 
GAA DESIGN PRINCIPLES DURING ACP ENGAGEMENT  

1. An assumption that GA including sporting and recreational aviation is entitled to continued 

safe use of airspace and that commercial aviation does not have a right to limit airspace access 

2. Sponsors must show how they are integrating their proposal within the overall UK airspace 

modernisation context (for example, proposals which do not connect efficiently between upper and 

lower airspace (potentially under different airspace "management") would only inhibit overall 

airspace efficiency and therefore not receive our support)  

3. Reiteration that the UK airspace’s default classification is G 

4. Expectation that data used, particularly forecasts, will be verifiable including details of any 

and all assumptions  

5. Proper validation of forecast traffic levels 

6. Proper analysis of overall airspace safety changes i.e. based on modelling and evidence 

rather than purely subjective opinion.  

7. Minimum size of controlled airspace 

8. Minimum number of departure/arrival routes 

9. Steeper and continuous climbs and descents for cost and environmental benefits as well as 

minimisation of CAS footprint in accordance with the FAS/AM principles. 

10. Use of Class E airspace without an EC mandate 

11. Optimisation of the development work above and below the 7,000ft NATS en-route split.   

12. Flexible use of airspace including interoperability with existing e-conspicuity, eg FLARM 

and PilotAware 

13. Efficient consultation 
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Royal Air Force Northolt 
 
West End Road 
RUISLIP 
Middlesex 
HA4 6NG 

 

To:   All Attendees
   

Reference: CLG Meeting  
 

Date:  24 Apr 19 

 

MINUTES OF THE RAF NORTHOLT COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP MEETING HELD ON 23 

APR 19 – 1800 AT OPS CONF RM   

 

Present  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OC Ops Wg 
SATCO 
Dep MCO 
MCO 
Ealing Common Ward Councillor 
South Ruislip Ward Councillor 
South Ruislip Ward Councillor 
South Ruislip Ward Councillor 
Ruislip Gardens Residents’ Assoc 
Oak Farm Residents’ Assoc 
Ickenham Residents’ Assoc 
Tudor Way Residents’ Assoc 
Ickenham Residents’ Assoc 
Eastcote Residents Assoc 
Eastcote Residents Assoc 
Ruislip Gardens Residents’ Assoc 
South Ruislip Residents’ Assoc 
Ickenham Residents’ Assoc 
Oak Farm Residents’ Assoc 

 

Apologies  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ickenham Ward 
North Uxbridge Residents’ Assoc 
North Uxbridge Residents’ Assoc 
Ruislip Residents’ Assoc and Northwood Residents’ 
Assoc 
LBH 
LBH 
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OPENING REMARKS 
 
1. OC Operations Wing gave an overview of the runway works and the Airspace 
Change, thanked the attendees and invited everyone to introduce themselves.  The 
MCO explained to the attendees that the meeting would focus on two elements.  First 
a summary of the runway works, for which the attendees had been taken for a site visit 
to inspect up close the repairs that were being undertaken.  Secondly, to update on the 
progress of RAF Northolt’s Airspace Change Proposal, why it was taking place, and 
discuss how best to get feedback from local residents’ associations and residents on 
the design principles that RAF Northolt’s team would use to design that airspace.   
 
RUNWAY WORKS 
 
2. The MCO reiterated the key facts of the runway repairs: 
 

• Contract awarded in Oct 18 to Lagan Aviation 

• £23 million project to: 
o Resurface runway 
o Improve arrestor beds 
o Improve drainage 

• Assure military flying operations at RAF Northolt  

• Works will take place April - October 2019 

• Runway closed to fixed wing aircraft  

• Heli ops to continue 

• Commercial traffic to re-open on same level, no increase in commercial 
movements. 

  
AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 
 
3. SATCO informed the attendees that the Airspace Change Proposal that Royal 
Air Force Northolt is required to under the Department for Transport’s Future Airspace 
Strategy Implementation (South) programme.  This programme involves all airports 
and airfields in the south east of England and is not due for implementation before 
2022. 
 
4. This Airspace Change Proposal will be implemented under the Civil Aviation 
Authority’s ‘CAP1616’ process, which directs an airport or airfield to engage with those 
geographical areas that may be affected by any proposed flightpath changes.  The unit 
has identified several areas which could be affected and written to several local 
councils and their constituency MPs as part of that engagement process.  Two focus 
groups had already been held to get some initial feedback on the design principles.   
 
5. SATCO then explained the design principles in detail to the attendees and 
asked each residents’ association to consider how feedback might be gathered from 
their residents.  No ‘lines on maps’ on drawn, that would come in the next stage once 
the design principles had been understood.  The ask was for as many residents to rank 
the design principles on the supplied draft design principles document in order of 
important and to return to RAF Northolt, either by email or by post. 
 
6. Attendees contributed freely to the discussion on how best this may be 
achieved.  One concern raised was residents’ associations resourcing and ability to 
transmit the information and gather responses.  RAF Northolt was grateful for whatever 
resources the associations could commit to the task in order to gather responses in 
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whichever way the deemed possible.  It was agreed that responses by 12 May 2019 
was a sensible deadline for responses to be received.  The MCO would send an 
electronic version of the CLG meeting powerpoint slides to all residents’ associations 
and the draft design principles document nlt Wednesday 24 Apr.  The RAF Northolt 
team agreed to look into online ways in which feedback could be gathered such as 
‘survey monkey’. 
 
7. There was diverse and thoughtful discussion on the principles amongst the 
attendees.  Overall feeling among the group was that limiting noise was a primary 
concern. Though limiting greenhouse gas emissions, and not giving away RAF 
Northolt’s airspace to other users were also of significant importance. 
 
8. SATCO explained that once the feedback had been gathered and analysed, 
the selected design principles would be used to design the proposed airspace which 
would be published for comment in July 19 in an ‘options analysis phase’. 
 
9. OC Operations Wing thanked all the attendees for the thought and support they 
were putting into the Airspace Change process on behalf of RAF Northolt. 
        
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
10.         from Ickenham Residents’ Assoc forwarded the problems that 
the new HS2 Signalisation of Swakeleys roundabout consultation.  

 has requested information. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
11.      The date of the next meeting will be in October, location RAF Northolt 
Operations Building.  The date will be confirmed in the coming months, the aspiration 
to coincide with the completion of the runways works. 

 
MCO RAF 
Northolt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Sent electronically) 
 

 
Sqn Ldr 
MCO 
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From  
          Station Commander 
 

RAF Northolt Stakeholders     14 June 2019 

 

RAF NORTHOLT DRAFT DESIGN PRINCIPLES – RESPONSE TO STAKEHOLDER 

FEEDBACK 

1. Between March and May 2019, we conducted engagement with those people and 
organisations that could be affected by an Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) being drawn up by 
RAF Northolt.  This ACP is required by the Department for Transport3 and the Civil Aviation 
Authority4 (CAA) as part of the modernisation of airspace across the country.  Similar ACPs are 
being conducted by other airports and airfields across the south east of the UK. 
 

2. You or your organisation responded to our engagement.  We have now reviewed the 
feedback from all respondents and would like to provide you with an update to the design 
principles that we will submit to the CAA by 1 July 2019.  We have provided a list of the finalised 
design principles as an Annex, along with an explanation for the changes that have been made or 
why suggestions have not been taken forward. 

 

3. Respondents raised concerns that airspace that was not required by RAF Northolt could be 
handed over to other airports, potentially increasing flight paths over their communities.  The 
rationale for that design principle has now been amended to make clear the aim is to minimise the 
volume of controlled airspace required by RAF Northolt, where possible.  We have also amended 
the wording of the design principle about operational efficiencies and we have amended the 
rationale behind the design principle to minimise fuel and greenhouse gases.  We have not 
included a design principle that was proposed by one stakeholder concerning the transition altitude 
and interactions with other airfields. 

 

4. With regard to noise, feedback was inconclusive as to whether we should ‘consider fewer 
people affected, but more noise’ or ‘more people affected, but less noise’.  We have therefore 
removed these 2 design principles.  Feedback was also inconclusive as to whether we should 
prioritise flights over rural areas rather than urban areas and we have removed that design 
principle.  Our approach to noise is still covered by two other design principles which received 
strong endorsement from stakeholders.  We have added a noise design principle concerning the 
overflight of communities with multiple routes. 

                                                           
3 Green Paper published in December 2018. 
4 CAP1711 – Airspace Modernisation Strategy dated December 2018. 

 Royal Air Force Northolt 
 
 

West End Road 
Ruislip 
Middlesex 
HA4 6NG 
Tel:  

Fax:  

Email:  
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5. Several respondents felt the CAP 1616 process was not conducive to making informed 
decisions that affect so many local airports and they undertook to take the issue up with the 
Department for Transport and the CAA directly.  Others requested detail on proposed flight paths 
and stated that they could not comment on which design principles they agreed with, without first 
understanding the impact on the communities that would be affected.  We must stress that at this 
point in the CAP 1616 process (stage 1), we are not considering possible flightpaths.  Our work is 
limited to drawing up generic design principles which will guide all future work.  A full consultation 
will take place as directed by CAP 16165, once potential flight paths have been identified.  
 

6. We are very grateful for the responses that we have had to our ACP engagement so far.  
You can find more information about airspace modernisation at https://www.ourfutureskies.uk/ and 
updates to our ACP at https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/PublicProposalArea?pID=50.  As we 
progress through the CAP 1616 airspace change process, please rest assured that we will 
continue to engage with our stakeholders.   

 

 

Annex: 

 

A. Royal Air Force Northolt Design Principles. 

                                                           
5 https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=8127  
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Annex A to 
RAF Northolt Feedback Response 
Dated 14 Jun 19 

 
ROYAL AIR FORCE NORTHOLT DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
 
1. This table lists the design principles RAF Northolt will submit to the CAA.  Design Principles 1 and 2 are prioritised above all others.  There is no 
priority accorded to the remaining design principles. 
 

 Design Principle Rationale 

1.  Must be safe Provide a safely designed airspace structure and routes, to ensure the safe operation of 
aircraft.  A priority requirement6 

2.  Must ensure continuation of military and governmental operational 
activity 

RAF Northolt must be able to operate to its current commitments and future Defence 
requirements.  A priority requirement7 

3.  Should minimise impact on other airspace users Minimise dependencies on other airspace users, including neighbouring airports, and 
consider opportunities to reduce controlled airspace 

4.  Should facilitate design using modern navigational technology Airspace and routes designed favouring the latest navigational technology 

5.  Should facilitate operational efficiencies to maximise benefits to as 
many stakeholders as possible 

Flight paths that minimise the workload of pilots and air traffic control, as well as design 
more efficient routes 

6.  Should minimise fuel and greenhouse gases Seek to minimise the amount of fuel and CO2 emissions produced 

7.  Should minimise the impact of aircraft noise by: Comply with government regulation and policy on noise impact. Aim to reduce effects on 
health and quality of life by considering local circumstances 

 a. Minimising the number of people newly overflown Limit designing new routes over those people who are not currently overflown by keeping 
routes as close to today’s flight paths as possible 

 b. Minimising the total number of people affected by noise 
 

Reduce the number of people overflown by aircraft. This would lead to aircraft 
concentrated over a smaller number of routes 

 c. Where possible minimise overflight of communities with multiple 
routes 

Some communities could be affected by flight paths from different airports 

 

  

                                                           
6 In accordance with the Transport Act of 2000, Section 70, where the CAA ‘secures the most efficient use of airspace consistent with the safe operation of aircraft’. 
7 In accordance with the Transport Act of 2000, Section 70, where the CAA ‘takes account of the interests of national security’. 
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2. This table outlines what changes have been made to the design principles and explains the reasoning behind the changes. 
 

 Proposed Design Principle Rationale Stakeholder Feedback RAF Northolt Comment 

1  Must be safe Provide a safely designed airspace 
structure and routes, to ensure the safe 
operation of aircraft 

Expected safety should be a priority Covered by this design principle 

2  Must ensure continuation of 
military and governmental 
operational activity 

RAF Northolt must be able to operate to 
its current commitments and future 
Defence requirements 

Operational output is the priority Covered by this design principle 

3  Should minimise impact on 
other airspace users 

Minimise dependencies on other 
airspace users, including neighbouring 
airports, and consider opportunities to 
reduce controlled airspace give away 
airspace that is not required for future 
operations 

Concern there would be an increase in 
commercial traffic at RAF Northolt  
 
Prefer to see a reduction in controlled 
airspace  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concern this would involve airspace 
being handed over to other airports, 
increasing noise and flight paths over 
communities 
 

RAF Northolt commercial flights are 
capped at 12000 movements a year  
 
CAP 1711 aims to achieve the most 
efficient use of airspace (Chapter 1 para 
11).   The wording of the rationale has 
been changed to reflect what RAF 
Northolt aims to achieve with this ACP in 
line with CAP 1711 – Airspace 
Modernisation Strategy 
 
We cannot be responsible for the use of 
airspace beyond what RAF Northolt 
requires. Any change to airspace usage 
is through the approval of the CAA 
under the CAP 1616 process 

4  Should facilitate design using 
modern navigational 
technology 

Airspace and routes designed favouring 
the latest navigational technology 

Articulate a minimum navigational 
standard, eg RNAV1 
 
 
Concern for legacy systems not 
equipped with Performance-Based 
Navigation8 
 
Provide respite 

RAF Northolt cannot commit to a 
minimum navigational standard due to 
military aircraft requirements 
 
Noted 
 
 
 
There is a defined flying window for 
commercial air movements9. As flights 
are unscheduled, this makes planning 
for respite difficult to achieve, beyond 
defined flying windows.  Notwithstanding 

                                                           
8 For an explanation of Performance-Based Navigation see https://www.caa.co.uk/Performance-based-navigation/  
9 Mon-Fri 0800-2000.  Sat 0800-1500.  Sun and bank holidays 1200-1900.  Military aircraft attempt to adhere to these timings but may fly as required to meet operational requirements. 



 
 

  

C-51 
 

 Proposed Design Principle Rationale Stakeholder Feedback RAF Northolt Comment 

this, due to the number of commercial 
moves involved, periods of respite 
naturally occur during the flying 
window10.  Respite has therefore not 
been taken forward as a design principle 
for this ACP 

5  Should facilitate operational 
efficiencies to maximise 
benefits to all stakeholders as 
many stakeholders as possible 

Flight paths that minimise the workload 
of pilots and air traffic control, as well as 
design more efficient routes 

Question raised as to whether all 
stakeholders could benefit at the same 
time from operational efficiencies 

Wording amended 

6  Should minimise fuel and 
greenhouse gases (for civil 
operations) 

Seek to minimise the amount of fuel and 
CO2 emissions produced. Consideration 
of short, direct flight paths 

Concern raised that short, direct 
flight paths might not be 
environmentally efficient  

Relevant section has been removed 
 
No need to highlight civil operations 

7  Should minimise the impact of 
aircraft noise by: 

Comply with government regulation and 
policy on noise impact. Aim to reduce 
effects on health and quality of life by 
considering local circumstances 

Provide respite/consider more routes to 
vary impact of those frequently 
overflown 

There is a defined flying window for 
commercial air movements11. As flights 
are unscheduled, this makes planning 
for respite difficult to achieve, beyond 
defined flying windows.  Notwithstanding 
this, due to the number of commercial 
moves involved, periods of respite 
naturally occur during the flying 
window12.  Respite has therefore not 
been taken forward as a design principle 
for this ACP 

 a. Minimising the number of 
people newly overflown 

Limit designing new routes over those 
people who are not currently overflown 
by keeping routes as close to today’s 
flight paths as possible 

Supported by stakeholders No change to design principle 

 b. Minimising the total 
number of people affected by 
noise 
 

Reduce the number of people overflown 
by aircraft. This would lead to aircraft 
concentrated over a smaller number of 
routes 

Supported by stakeholders No change to design principle 

 c. Considering fewer people 
affected, but more noise 

A steeper climb gradient would result in 
a potential increase in noise, but over a 
smaller area 

Feedback inconclusive.  People stated 
that without details about planned 
flightpaths, they were unable to 

Design principle removed as no way 
forward could be identified from the 
stakeholder feedback.  The remaining 

                                                           
10 Commercial aircraft moves are capped at 12000 per annum. 
11 Mon-Fri 0800-2000.  Sat 0800-1500.  Sun and bank holidays 1200-1900.  Military aircraft attempt to adhere to these timings but may fly as required to meet operational requirements. 
12 Commercial aircraft moves are capped at 12000 per annum. 
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 Proposed Design Principle Rationale Stakeholder Feedback RAF Northolt Comment 

comment about where noise impact 
should lie  
 
Concern raised that work being 
undertaken by other airports needed to 
be considered, which was an issue that 
stakeholders would take up with the 
Department for Transport and CAA 

noise design principles still provide 
sufficient assessment of the impact of 
noise 

 d. Considering more people 
affected, but less noise 

A shallower climb gradient would result 
in potential reduction in noise, but over a 
larger area 

Feedback inconclusive.  People stated 
that without details about planned 
flightpaths, they were unable to 
comment about where noise impact 
should lie   
 
Concern raised that work being 
undertaken by other airports needed to 
be considered.  Stakeholders would take 
up with the Department for Transport 
and CAA 

Design principle removed as no way 
forward could be identified from the 
stakeholder feedback.  The remaining 
noise design principles still provide 
sufficient assessment of the impact of 
noise 

 e. Prioritising flight paths over 
rural areas rather than urban 
areas 

Favour routes over rural areas, rather 
than residential areas in towns and cities 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
should not be overflown 
 
Residential areas should not be 
overflown 

Design principle removed as no way 
forward could be identified from the 
stakeholder feedback.  The remaining 
noise design principles still provide 
sufficient assessment of the impact of 
noise 

 

  



 
 

  

C-53 
 

3. This table lists design principles suggested by our stakeholders and explains RAF Northolt’s response. 
 

 Proposed Design Principle Rationale RAF Northolt Comment 

8  Avoid overflight of communities with multiple routes 
from different airports 

Some communities could be affected by the flight 
paths from different airports 

Suggestion accepted with some changes to the 
wording, added as noise design principle 

9  Any design work undertaken will ultimately take into 
account the change in vertical reference caused by 
the transition altitude, particularly with interactions 
with other airports 

A design principle is required that takes into 
account the Transition Altitude and the interaction 
with other airport routes 

This suggestion is too technical to be included as a 
design principle. It affects all airports involved in the 
redesign of UK airspace and not just RAF Northolt.  
The issue should be addressed jointly by the 
London Airspace Management Project, as the 
organisation responsible for implementing airspace 
changes across the UK above 7000 feet and the 
Future Airspace Strategy Implementation (South) 
Working Group 

 


