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Amendment Record 

Issue 
 

Amendment Date 

V1.0 
 

Initial Issue 15/10/2021 

V1.1 Additional Stakeholder 
Information 

21/10/2021 

V1.2 Additional Stakeholder 
Information 

19/11/2021 

 

This document is controlled by the Change Sponsor (Railscape Ltd t/a RUAS). The initial version and 

any subsequent versions will be subject to approval from RUAS UA Operator. Any amendments to this 

document will be recorded in the amendment record. 

If any Stakeholder Engagement offers new information after the published date this document will be 

updated accordingly and uploaded to the Airspace Change Portal. 

 

Referenced Documents 

Document 
 

Title Version  

CAP 1616 Airspace Change: Guidance on the 
regulatory process for changing the 
notified airspace design and planned and 
permanent redistribution of air traffic, and 
on providing airspace information. 

V4 – 1st March 2021 

 

Introduction  

RUAS have made a request for a TDA for the purpose of RPAS BVLOS Operations near Dunbar. The 

requirement is to explore the use of RPAS flown BVLOS (up to 3km) to enable wide area data capture 

for the development of an early warning system for marine ingress near Nuclear Power Plants. RUAS 

are working in collaboration with Cranfield University to establish the feasibility of BVLOS operations 

within a regulatory and safety context for use of drones near nuclear plants for early detection ingress 

of jellyfish and kelp. The project aim is to collect data from AIC publication date (estimated to be 

December 2021 for the 90 day validity period, to achieve this multiple BVLOS flights will be conducted 

within the TDA during the designated period. All flights will be notified a minimum of 24 hours before 

the intended flight via NOTAM, the dimensions of the flight will be the minimum to carry out the intended 

task. 

Target Engagement Consultation  

After a successful Assessment Meeting with CAA Airspace Regulations team on 14th September to 

discuss RUAS’ Statement of Need and the requirement for the TDA, it was agreed that a Temporary 

Danger Area was appropriate and falls within the scope of a scaled CAP 1616 process for the intended 

operations near Dunbar. 

As a result of this there is a requirement to conduct a targeted Aviation Stakeholder Engagement 

activity. This document provides a summary of RUAS’ Stakeholder Engagement activity completed 

between 17th September – 15th October, this has allowed aviation stakeholders to formally comment on 

RUAS’ planned TDA design and Operational Processes. 

RUAS have declared a timeline of 3.5 weeks for the Stakeholder Engagement with all concerns to be 

sent NLT 15th October 2021. This is a shortened timeline than recommended due to the nature of the 

TDA, all BVLOS flights will be out to sea at a height of no more than 400ft therefore we feel the impact 

on other air users to be minimal.  
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RUAS will provide a minimum of 24 hours’ notice to activate the TDA, the proposed location is within 

class G airspace and falls in line with the CAA buffer policy as it is away from other airspace users.  

RUAS will issue contact details within the NOTAM information, this will include RUAS’ office number 

and the mobile contact number of the designated lead pilot. If any other air users require use the 

airspace for emergency purposes such as air ambulance etc. they would get priority and we would bring 

any aircraft back to land immediately to allow for this. 

Stakeholder Engagement Approach 

The aim of this Stakeholder Engagement is to ascertain the impact of the change proposal for ACP-

2021-055 (RPAS BVLOS Operations near Dunbar) on others and the implications those impacts may 

have. 

RUAS initially liaised with the CAA Engagement and Consultation Regulator and the CAA Flight 

Operations Training Inspector to ascertain all relevant stakeholders that may directly or indirectly be 

affected by the proposed TDA. Due to the nature of the proposed project although the process does 

not require it, engagement with local environmental stakeholders and the local council have been 

identified as appropriate in this instance.  

All identified Stakeholders were contacted via email or telephone where email was not available. 

List of Stakeholders 

RUAS have identified and contacted the following Stakeholders that may be impacted: 

Stakeholder 
 

Point of Contact Contact Email Address 
 

East Lothian Council Neil Clark 
 

nclark@eastlothian.gov.uk 
01620 827423 
 
 

Police Scotland, operated by Babcock 
Onshore 
 

Nigel Thomson nigel.thomson@babcockinternational.com 

Scottish Charity Air Ambulance 
operated by Babcock Onshore  
 

Nigel Thomson nigel.thomson@babcockinternational.com 

Scottish Air Ambulance Service 
operated by Gama Aviation 
 

Andy Lister andrew.lister@gamaaviation.com 

Search and Rescue operated by 
Bristow Helicopters 
 

Stuart Cunliffe stuart.cunliffe@bristowgroup.com 

PDG Helicopters  
 

David Blane david.blane@pdgaviation.com 

Fisheries and pollution patrol 
operated by 2Excel contact  
 

Paul Francis paul.francis@2excel.uk 

East Fortune Airfield 
 

  

Aviation Environment Federation 
(AEF) 
 

Tim Thomas 
 

timthom@aef.org.uk 
 

 

British Helicopter Association (BHA) 
 

Tim Faunchon 
 

ceo@britishhelicopterassociation.org 
 

General Aviation Alliance (GAA) 
 

Roger Hopkinson 
 

rogerrv6a@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Guild of Air Traffic Control Officers 
(GATCO)  

Luis Barbero 
 

luis. barbero@gatco.org 
 

Helicopter Club of Great Britain 
(HCGB) 

Jeremy James 
 

jeremy@ryelands.net 
 

mailto:nclark@eastlothian.gov.uk
mailto:nigel.thomson@babcockinternational.com
mailto:nigel.thomson@babcockinternational.com
mailto:andrew.lister@gamaaviation.com
mailto:stuart.cunliffe@bristowgroup.com
mailto:david.blane@pdgaviation.com
mailto:paul.francis@2excel.uk
mailto:luis.barbero@gatco.org
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Iprosurv 
 

Rebecca Jones 
 

iprosurvlimited@gmail.com 
 

Light Aircraft Association (LAA) 
 

Steve Slater 
 

steve.slater@laa.uk.com 
 

Military Aviation Authority (MAA) 
 

Lt Cdr David Pickles David.Pickles234@mod.gov.uk 
 

Ministry of Defence - Defence 
Airspace and Air Traffic Management 
(MoD DAATM) 

Cdr Ian Fyfe-Green 
 

DAATM-
AirspaceConsultation@mod.gov.uk 
 

NATS  
 

Michael Cockcroft 
 

michael.cockcroft@nats.co.uk 
 

NATS  
 

Chris Porter 
 

chris.porter@nats.co.uk 
 

Navy Command HQ 
 

Cdr Simon Lippitt RN 
 

Simon.Lippitt831@mod.gov.uk 
 

UK Airprox Board (UKAB) 
 

Rachael Caston 
 

rachael.caston@airproxboard.org.uk 
 

Airspace Change Organising Group 
(ACOG) 
 

Mark Swan 
 

mark.swan@acog.aero 
 

Airfield Operators Group (AOG) 
 

Geoff Lynch 
 

geoff.lynch@oldbuck.com 
 

Charterhall Airfield 
 

 airfield@charterhall.net 

Restricted Area – Torness EGR 516 
 

 CAA Airspace Regulation 01293 983880 
SI1003/2016 

Edinburgh Airfield / ATZ / CTA 
 

 0131 348 4815 (ATC Administration)  

Isle of May Bird Sanctuary David Steel, Reserve 
Manager 
 

nnr@nature.scot 
Peak activity – April – September 

RNLI Dunbar Lifeboat Station 
 

 dunbar@rnli.org.uk 
 

Woodhall Dean 
 

Laura Dundon 
(Receptionist)  
 

reception@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk 
 

Scottish Seabird Centre Jill / Susan Davies 
Chief Executive 

info@seabird.org 
 

North Berwick Harbour Trust 
 

Jane McMinn 
 

secretary@nbharbour.org.uk 
 

Dunbar Harbour Trust 
 

Quentin Dimmer 
 

harbourmaster@dunbarharbourtrust.co.uk 
 

St Abbs Marine Station 
 

 hello@marinestation.co.uk 
 

Airspace4All John Brady                 john.brady@airspace4all.org 
 
 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
(AOPA)                     
 

Martin Robinson 
 

martin@aopa.co.uk 
 

East of Scotland Microlight Centre  jill@easm.co.uk 
East Fortune – local runway for light 
aircraft 

 keithgriggs@rocketmail.com 
 

EDF Energy 
(Torness Nuclear Power Station) 

Brian Hood  
Head of Site Security 

brian.hood@edf-energy.com 

BMAA Airspace Group Rob Hughes / Adrian 
Whitmarsh 

rob.hughes@bmaa.org / 
adrian.whitmarsh1@gmail.com 

 

mailto:iprosurvlimited@gmail.com
mailto:David.Pickles234@mod.gov.uk
mailto:DAATM-AirspaceConsultation@mod.gov.uk
mailto:DAATM-AirspaceConsultation@mod.gov.uk
mailto:michael.cockcroft@nats.co.uk
mailto:chris.porter@nats.co.uk
mailto:rachael.caston@airproxboard.org.uk
mailto:geoff.lynch@oldbuck.com
mailto:airfield@charterhall.net
mailto:nnr@nature.scot
mailto:dunbar@rnli.org.uk
mailto:reception@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
mailto:info@seabird.org
mailto:secretary@nbharbour.org.uk
mailto:harbourmaster@dunbarharbourtrust.co.uk
mailto:hello@marinestation.co.uk
mailto:john.brady@airspace4all.org
mailto:martin@aopa.co.uk
mailto:jill@easm.co.uk
mailto:keithgriggs@rocketmail.com
mailto:brian.hood@edf-energy.com
mailto:rob.hughes@bmaa.org
mailto:adrian.whitmarsh1@gmail.com
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Proposed Airspace Design - TDA 

RUAS have made a request for a TDA for the purpose of RPAS BVLOS operations near Dunbar. The 

location is identified below by the red shaded area in Figure 1 (56°00'25.4"N 2°33'46.6"W).  

RUAS require a volume of segregated airspace within which to safely execute its BVLOS operations. 

The airspace will extend from the surface to 400ft. 

Figure 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2  
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Notification of TDA 

CAA Airspace Regulation will promulgate TDA activation via NOTAM. RUAS will provide a minimum of 

24 hours’ notice to activate the TDA, within this notification RUAS will issue contact details, this will 

include RUAS’ office number and the mobile contact number of the designated lead pilot.  

 

TDA Activation 

Activation Dates Operating Hours 

From AIC publication date - estimated to be December 
2021 for the 90-day validity period 

10.00 – 15.00 Daily 

 

 

Stakeholder Engagement Inital Detail 

RUAS have contacted all identified stakeholders detailing the following information. 

• Introduction to the TDA – Temporary Danger Area: This is temporary airspace which has been 

notified as such, within which activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft may take place or exist, 

at such times as may be notified. 

• Location of the proposed TDA 

• Statement of Need 

• TDA Requirement 

• Intended Project Detail 

• Proposed Timeline 

 

Below is the initial email sent and a link to the attached PowerPoint presentation, providing further 

information: 
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Initial Stakeholder Engagement Email 

 

Stakeholder Engagement Information Attachment 

 

file:///T:/09.%20Finance/Quotes/Cranfield%20-%20TDA/Stakeholder%20Engagement%20Information.pdf
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Below is a summary of the responses received and any changes required to accommodate 

them: 

No. Stakeholder Type of 
Organisation 

Response Comments 
to Note 

1. Police Scotland Emergency 
Services 

Yes No 
Objections 

2. Scottish Charity Air Ambulance Air User Yes No 
Objections 

3. Scottish Air Ambulance Service Air User None None 

4. Search and Rescue Air User None None 

5. PDG Helicopters Air User None None 

6. Fisheries and Pollution Patrol Environmental Yes No 
Objections 

7. Aviation Environment Federation (AEF) Environmental & 
Air User 

None None 

8. British Helicopter Association (BHA) Air User Yes See Below 

9. General Aviation Alliance (GAA) Air User None None 

10. Guild of Air Traffic Control Officers 
(GATCO)   

Air User None None 

11. Helicopter Club of Great Britain (HCGB) Air User None None 

12. Iprosurv  None None 

13. Light Aircraft Association (LAA) Air User None None 

14. Military Aviation Authority (MAA) Military & Air 
User 

None None 

15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace 
and Air Traffic Management (MoD 
DAATM) 

Military & Air 
User 

Yes No 
Objections 

16. NATS  Air User Yes No 
Objections 

17. Navy Command HQ Military & Air 
User 

None None 

18. UK Airprox Board (UKAB) Air User None None 

19. Airspace Change Organising Group 
(ACOG) 

Air User None None 

20. Airfield Operators Group (AOG) 
 

Air User Yes No 
Comments to 

make 

21. Charterhall Airfield Air User None None 

22. Edinburgh Airfield / ATZ / CTA Air User  Called - 
Left 

Message 

None 

23. Isle of May Bird Sanctuary Environmental None None 

24. RNLI Dunbar Lifeboat Station Emergency 
Services 

None None 

25. Woodhall Dean Environmental None None 

26. Scottish Seabird Centre Environmental None None 

27. North Berwick Harbour Trust Environmental None None 

28. Dunbar Harbour Trust 
 

Environmental Yes 
 

No issues 
raised – see 

response 
below 

29. St Abbs Marine Station Environmental None None 

30. Airspace4All Air User None None 

31. General Aviation Alliance 
(GAA)                                                

Air User None None 

32. Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
(AOPA)                     

Air User None None 
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33. East of Scotland Microlight Centre Air User Yes 
 

Yes – See 
Feedback 

Below 

34. East Fortune – local runway for light 
aircraft 

Air User None None 

35. East Fortune Aeromodellers Group  
 

Air User None None 

36. East Lothian Council  Yes Yes – See 
Feedback 

Below 

37.  EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power 
Station)  

Environmental Yes Yes – See 
Feedback 

Below 

38. BMAA Airspace Group Air User Yes Yes – See 
Feedback 

Below 
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Stakeholder Engagement Feedback  

1. Police Scotland & 2. Scottish Charity Air Ambulance 
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1. Police Scotland & 2. Scottish Charity Air Ambulance (cont’d) 
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1. Police Scotland & 2. Scottish Charity Air Ambulance (cont’d) 
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1. Police Scotland & 2. Scottish Charity Air Ambulance (cont’d) 
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6. Fisheries and Pollution Patrol 
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6. Fisheries and Pollution Patrol (cont’d)
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6. Fisheries and Pollution Patrol (cont’d)
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6. Fisheries and Pollution Patrol (cont’d)
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8. British Helicopter Association 
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8. British Helicopter Association (cont’d) 
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8. British Helicopter Association (cont’d) 
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15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (MoD DAATM)  
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15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (MoD DAATM) (cont’d) 
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15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (MoD DAATM) (cont’d)  
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15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (MoD DAATM) (cont’d) 
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15. Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (MoD DAATM) (cont’d) 
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16. NATS 
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16. NATS (cont’d) 
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16. NATS (cont’d) 
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16. NATS (cont’d) 
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16. NATS (cont’d)  
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20. Airfield Operators Group (AOG) 
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20. Airfield Operators Group (AOG) (cont’d 
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20. Airfield Operators Group (AOG) (cont’d) 
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28. Dunbar Harbour Trust 
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28. Dunbar Harbour Trust (cont’d) 
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28. Dunbar Harbour Trust (cont’d)

  



Page 37 of 68 

 

33. East of Scotland Microlight Centre 
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33. East of Scotland Microlight Centre (cont’d)  
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33. East of Scotland Microlight Centre (cont’d) 
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33. East of Scotland Microlight Centre (cont’d)  
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36. East Lothian Council  
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d)
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 36. East Lothian Council (cont’d)
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 46 of 68 

 

36. East Lothian Council (cont’d)

  

36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 
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36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 

 

36. East Lothian Council (cont’d) 
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37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station)  
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37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) (cont’d)  
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37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) (cont’d)  
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37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) (cont’d)  

 

37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) (cont’d)  
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37. EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group 
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d) 
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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38. BMAA Airspace Group (cont’d)  
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Stakeholder Engagement Summary 

Concern Mitigation 

East Lothian Council  
For the safety of local wildlife, it has been 
requested that surveys are only carried out 
between the hours of 10.00 – 15.00 unless 
prearranged. 
This is due to Wildfowlers permitted shooting 
time on the Estuary.  

RUAS have agreed all BVLOS operations will 
take place between the hours of 10.00 & 15.00 
unless prearranged.  

East Lothian Council 
Due to the unpredictable stability of the 
mudflats, it is recommended that no flights are 
conducted from these areas. 

The Remote Pilot will identify a suitable location 
for take-off and landing away from these areas. 

East Lothian Council 
To minimise the disturbance of the birds nesting 
within the Wildfowling Sanctuary it has been 
requested that the time spent flying near or 
directly over the Wildfowling Sanctuary is to be 
kept to a minimum. 

RUAS will ensure all operations over or near the 
Wildfowling Sanctuary is kept to a minimum 
during the Wildfowling season. 

British Helicopter Association 
Raised a response received direct from the 
Scottish Air Ambulance Service - concerns that 
RUAS have not provided a frequency or contact 
telephone number in the initial engagement if 
Emergency Services and SAR would require 
access to the area and would need to notify 
RUAS. 

RUAS will include contact details of RUAS’ office 
and mobile contact number of the Lead Remote 
Pilot via NOTAM. 

British Helicopter Association  
Emergency Service Access to TDA during 
operation.  

Emergency services will have priority over RUAS 
BVLOS operations.  As soon as RUAS are 
informed of any Emergency Service requiring 
access to the TDA during flight, the Remote Pilot 
will return the UA to the home location and land 
the aircraft at the earliest opportunity. Flight 
Operations will not resume until it is safe to do so.   

Babcock International Group, operators of 
HEMS, Air Ambulance and Police 
Helicopters in Scotland requested 
confirmation when the TDA NOTAM is 
published that it would contain a contact 
telephone that could be used if tasked into the 
TDA on a Category A mission, to ascertain the 
status of our UAV and ground if necessary. 

As stated above, Emergency services will have 
priority over RUAS BVLOS operations and all 
relevant contact numbers for RUAS will be 
available on the TDA NOTAM publication to 
ensure the UA will be grounded at the earliest 
opportunity.  

EDF Energy (Torness Nuclear Power Station) 
Stated as long as the UA is utilised off site and 
doesn’t breach the fence line there would be no 
issue.   
Request for notification prior to commencing 
BVLOS Operations 

Reassured that the UA will be operating offshore, 
and also stated that we would contact the 
gatehouse (number provided) prior to operations. 
We will also provide them a copy of our 
permissions, if granted. 

 

East Fortune Microlight Centre 
Stated there was a concern if our BVLOS 
operations would fly up to 500ft 

We have since confirmed and ensure the TDA is 
set to 450ft AMSL but we will not fly our UAS 
higher than 350ft AGL to ensure a buffer between 
the ceiling of our flight and the ceiling hight of the 
TDA. 

 

During this engagement process, a few stakeholders, have provided additional suggestions of others 

who they feel may be impacted by the proposed TDA. Those deemed appropriate have been contacted 

and their details added to the Stakeholder List. Contact was made either via telephone or Email. 
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Stakeholder Complaints Process 

Should any Stakeholder have any complaints associated with the TDA change proposal during the 

initial Stakeholder Engagement, RUAS will endeavour to mitigate the issues surrounding the complaint 

and manage the Stakeholders expectations accordingly. All complaints will be collated, monitored and 

reported to the CAA via the online portal. 

Should any Stakeholder have any complaints associated with the TDA airspace arrangement once it 

has been submitted or implemented, at any time throughout its period of operation the nature of the 

complaint will be assessed and reported to the CAA via the online portal on the level and content of the 

complaint. Depending on the nature of the complaint RUAS will endeavour to mitigate issues 

surrounding the complaint as deemed appropriate and necessary. 

RUAS accepts that if the basis of stakeholder feedback suggests that the operational use of the 

temporary airspace is not resulting in the anticipated outcomes the CAA will investigate urgently and 

take action as appropriate. 


