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almost half of the elements and couple or one concept 
for the rest of the elements. Then some of the 
concepts evaluated against the design principles and 
the concepts that did not meet the progression 
requirements set for the DPE. Following the DPE, 13 
concepts across the 9 elements were remained; one 
or two concepts were shortlisted for each element in 
the IOA.  
 
From the IOA, the Sponsor concluded that the 
Southern element concept 3 should be rejected in 
preference of concept 4 because concept 4 provides 
greater opportunity to deliver environmental and 
economic benefits and also the sponsor stated any 
option considered in concept 3 could be included in 
concept 4. Therefore, concept 3 was rejected. The 
same conclusion was made for the Arrival 
Connectivity and Departure Connectivity concepts 1 
and hence they are both rejected in preference to 
concept 2. All other concepts brought forward with a 
single concept except the Eastern element. The 
Sponsor has not rejected any of the concepts carried 
forward from the DPE – concept 4 and concept 8. The 
sponsor concluded in the IOA that concept 4 is less 
beneficial than concept 8 in terms of fuel burn and 
CO2e emissions. However, concept 8 will require a 
large volume of additional CAS which will reduce the 
volume of the Northumbria gliding area increasing the 
impact on the GA community. So, The Sponsor stated 
even though concept 8 offers an improvement on 
concept 4, this will be at the expense of the GA and 
MoD airspace access impact. Therefore, the Sponsor 
has decided to keep both options for the Eastern 
element.  
 
  


















