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Problem 
 
Until the closure of EGCN, Leeds Bradford inbounds from the south east (GOLES) direction we able to descend 
(following co-ordination) to 5000ft through Doncaster's CTA's 8 & 10. This allowed for continuous descent and 
prevented rushed/unstable approaches, in addition to reduced fuel burn and associated noise/emissions. 
  
Current Situation 
 
As inbound aircraft must now remain in the Yorkshire CTA, they carry out a stepped descent. Having passed over 
(or abeam GOLES) at or above FL90, aircraft can be cleared to FL70 in CTA 11 before FL60 in CTA 12. On entering 
the Leeds CTA, they can be cleared to 3000ft before descending on the ILS. In addition to the increased workload 
for the operating crew, these multiple clearances increase controller workload and heighten the risk of a missed 
readback or level bust.  
  
Issue to be addressed 
 
Should Leeds Bradford be approved to manage Doncaster CTAs 8 & 10, the previously routine practice of continu-
ous descent can resume. Therefore improving the safe operation of inbound aircraft, in addition to the overall re-
duction in fuel burn and emissions, due to continuous descent. The tracks over the ground that the aircraft fly are 
not impacted by this change, simply the vertical profile.  
  
Taking all of the above into consideration, Leeds Bradford is therefore requesting the CAA consider allowing them 
to manage the extant DSA CTAs 8 & 10. 
 
In addition to requesting to manage CTA’s 8 & 10, Leeds Bradford Airport would also request that the base of CTA 
8 be raised to 4500ft. As LBA only intend to descent aircraft to 5000ft, we would view any additional airspace to 
unnecessarily restrict G/A traffic operating underneath. Should the CAA view this as out of scope, we would be 
happy to manage this airspace ‘as is’. 
 
Supporting Documentation  
 

1. Noise monitoring showing tracks over the ground for aircraft inbound to Runway 32 in 2019. (All inbounds 
shown as system is unable to separate specific directions) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (Runway 32 in use) (Runway 14 in use) 
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2. Email from Leeds Bradford Airport Sustainabillity Manager confirming that no complaints have been re-
ceived regarding raffic in DSA CTAs 8 & 10 
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3. Email from Ryanair Base Captain detailing impacts associated with stepped descent after GOLES.  
 


