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Amendment Record 
 

Issue Amendment Date 

v1.0 Initial Issue 19/05/2022 

v1.1 Updated the coordinates of TDA B in Final Design (6.2.2) 27/06/2022 

v1.2 Included additional information on route choices (6.1.1), frequency of flights 
(6.1.2), assessment of impact on traffic ≤7000ft (6.3) and noise impact (5.7, 
6.3) 

26/07/2022 

v1.3 Updated the TDA design (size reduced) to cater for the new TOLPs (6.1, 6.2, 
6.2.1, 6.2.2) 

12/08/2022 

v2.0 Updated the TDA design and included the summary of additional stakeholder 
engagement conducted between 1 Feb 2023 and 21 Feb 2023 

23/02/2023 

v2.1 Updated to include additional engagement evidence (4, 4.9, 4.11, 6.2, 
Appendix 8I, Appendix 8K) and the dates of operations (3.4.2) 

06/03/2023 

 
This document is controlled by the Change Sponsor (Skyports’ UAS Operator).  The initial release version and 
any subsequent revision will be subject to the approval of the UAS Operator. Amendments to this document 
will be recorded in the Amendment Record.  For reference, a copy of this version and all superseded versions 
will be stored on a secure server. 
 
If this document is updated following meetings with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) or for any other reason, 
the UAS Operator as Change Sponsor will publish a new version (redacted) on the CAA Airspace Change Portal 
for all to see. This is to enable the CAA to refer to the correct version if it needs to publish a determination 
of whether an airspace change is a relevant option to investigate. 
 

Referenced documents 
 

Document Version Version & Date Source 

DA/TDA Policy 
20200721 

CAA Policy for the Establishment of Permanent 
and Temporary Danger Areas 

Version 1.0 
21 July 2020 

DA/TDA Policy 
20200721 

CAP1616 Airspace Change – Guidance on the regulatory 
process for changing the notified airspace design 
and planning and planned and permanent 
redistribution of air traffic, and on providing 
airspace information 

Version 4 
1 March 2021 

CAP 1616 

CAP1827 Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) operations of 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) in unsegregated 
airspace: Sandbox brief 

Version 1.0 
1 August 2019 

CAP 1827 

 
  

http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Policy%20Statement%20Permanently%20Established%20Danger%20Areas%20and%20Temporary%20Danger%20Areas.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Policy%20Statement%20Permanently%20Established%20Danger%20Areas%20and%20Temporary%20Danger%20Areas.pdf
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=8127
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1827_sandbox_brief_v2.pdf
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Acronyms and abbreviations 
 

ACP Airspace Change Proposal 

ADS-B Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast 

AGL Above Ground Level 

AFISO Aerodrome Flight Information Service Officer 

AIC Aeronautical Information Circular 

ALT Altitude 

AMSL Above Mean Sea Level 

ANSP Air Navigation Services Provider 

BVLOS Beyond Visual Line of Sight 

CAA Civil Aviation Authority 

CAP Civil Aviation Publication 

CTR Controlled Traffic Region 

DA Danger Area 

DAA Detect and Avoid 

DAAIS Danger Area Activity Information Service 

DACS Danger Area Crossing Service 

ESA European Space Agency 

EC Electronic Conspicuity 

FIS Flight Information Service 

FLT Flight 

Freq Frequency 

GA General Aviation 

HEMS Helicopter Emergency Medical Service 

HESLO Helicopter External Sling Load Operation 

HLS Helicopter Landing Site 

NHS National Health Service 

MOD Ministry of Defence 

NOTAM Notice to Aviation 

LAT Latitude 

LONG Longitude 

LTD Limited 

POC Proof of Concept 

RA(T) Restricted Area (Temporary) 

RP Remote Pilot 

SFC Surface 

SIL Source Integrity Level 

TDA Temporary Danger Area 

TOI Temporary Operating Instruction 

UA Unmanned Aircraft 

UAS Unmanned Aircraft System 

UKSA United Kingdom Space Agency 

UTM Unmanned Traffic Management 

VFR Visual Flight Rules 
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Glossary 
 

Aeronautical Information 
Publication 

Long-term information essential to air navigation, including the 
detailed structure of UK airspace and flight procedures, which forms 
part of the UK Integrated Aeronautical Information Package. 
Sometimes informally known as the Air Pilot. Publication is the 
responsibility of the CAA but is carried out under licence by NATS. 
www.ais.org.uk  

Air navigation service provider An organisation which operates the technical system, 
infrastructure, procedures, and rules of an air navigation service 
system, which may include air traffic control. 

Airspace change proposal A request (usually from an airport or air navigation service provider) 
for a permanent change to the design of UK airspace. 

Airspace design Together, the airspace structure and flight procedures. 

Airspace change process The staged process an airspace change sponsor 
follows to submit an airspace change to the CAA for a decision. The 
process includes actions associated with implementation and post-
implementation review, after the CAA or, where applicable 
Secretary of State, decision. 

Airspace Modernisation Strategy A co-ordinated strategy and plan for the use of UK airspace for air 
navigation up to 2040, including for the modernisation of the use of 
such airspace, prepared and maintained by the CAA, incorporating 
the previous Future Airspace Strategy. It is a requirement of the Air 
Navigation Directions 2017. https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-
industry/Airspace/Airspace-ModernisationStrategy/Aboutthe-
strategy/   

Airspace structure Designated volumes of airspace within identified characteristics, 
including the equipment aircraft wanting to enter that airspace 
must carry and actions pilots must carry out before entering that 
airspace. 
 
The volumes of airspace are designed to ensure the safe and 
optimal operation of aircraft.  
 
Airspace structures consist of: 
a) controlled airspace, namely control zones, control areas, 

terminal control areas and airways; 
b) airspace restrictions, namely danger, restricted and prohibited 

areas; 
c) radio mandatory zones, transponder mandatory zones; 
d) other airspaces specified by the CAA when defining the 

airspace change process, such as, for example, flight 
information zones, aerodrome traffic zones, temporary 
segregated areas, temporary reserved areas or free-route 
airspace. 

Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) An operation in which the remote pilot or observer does not use 
visual reference to the remotely piloted aircraft in the conduct of 
flight. 

Consultation Formal process seeking input into a decision, undertaken in line with 
the Gunning Principles, and government guidance. 

Danger Area Airspace within which activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft 
may exist at notified times. 

http://www.ais.org.uk/
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-ModernisationStrategy/Aboutthe-strategy/
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-ModernisationStrategy/Aboutthe-strategy/
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-ModernisationStrategy/Aboutthe-strategy/
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Design principles The principles encompassing the safety, environmental and 
operational criteria and the strategic policy objectives that the 
change sponsor seeks to achieve in developing the airspace change 
proposal. They are an opportunity to combine local context with 
technical considerations, and are therefore drawn up through 
discussion with affected stakeholders. 

Engagement Catch-all term for developing relationships with stakeholders, 
covering a variety of activities including but not limited to 
consultation, information provision, regular and one-off meetings 
and fora, workshops and town hall discussions. 

Feedback Informal response to engagement – change sponsors may be 
expected to seek feedback from stakeholders in addition to formally 
consulting them. 

Military operations Operations undertaken by military aircraft, or military aerodromes. 

Overflight For the purposes of airspace changes, overflight is defined 
according to the CAA's report, CAP 1498 which outlines a 
measurement based upon community perception. It does not 
portray noise impacts. See www.caa.co.uk/cap1498. 

Portal The CAA’s airspace change portal – an online portal containing 
details of all current and previous airspace changes, including the 
ability to respond to consultations: 
https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk  

Representative group Stakeholder group that gathers together those with similar interests 
in a proposal. It could be at an industry level (for instance the Airport 
Operators Association), national level (for instance the Aviation 
Environment Federation) or local level (for instance HACAN). 

Sponsor (or change sponsor) An organisation that proposes, or sponsors, a change to the airspace 
design in accordance with the CAA’s airspace change process. 

Stakeholder An interested third party in an airspace change or PPR proposal. 

Statement of Need The means by which the change sponsor sets out what airspace 
issue or opportunity it is seeking to address and what outcome it 
wishes to achieve, without specifying solutions, technical or 
otherwise. 

Uncontrolled airspace Airspace in which aircraft are able to fly freely 
through the airspace without being constrained by instructions in 
routeing or by air traffic control, unless they require an air traffic 
control service. 

Unmanned aircraft system (UAS) An Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) comprises individual 'System 
Elements' consisting of the Unmanned Aircraft (UA) and any other 
System Elements necessary to enable flight, such as a Remote Pilot 
Station, Communication Link and Launch and Recovery Element. 
There may be multiple UAs, RPS or Launch and Recovery Elements 
within a UAS. 

 
  

http://www.caa.co.uk/cap1498
https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/
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1 Introduction 
 
Skyports (the change sponsor) is seeking to establish a Temporary Danger Area (TDA) complex during notified 
periods to enable safe UAS BVLOS operations for a medical delivery business trial operation. Skyports will 
operate unmanned aircraft (UA) to transport medical supplies, equipment, medical/pathology samples 
(including dangerous goods) and medicine to and from healthcare facilities in Ipswich and South East Suffolk. 
This airspace change will last no more than 10 weeks. 
 
This project is jointly developed by the East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust (ESNEFT) and ERS 
Medical to trial a faster, more frequent and eco-friendlier means of medical delivery. In particular, they would 
like to explore the use of UAS to strengthen their existing healthcare services and logistic network, whilst 
reducing carbon footprint. 
 
The CAA Policy for the Establishment of Permanent and Temporary Danger Areas – 20200721 (a scaled down 
version of CAP1616) includes a statutory obligation to engage aviation stakeholders and other relevant 
stakeholders and give due consideration to the potential positive and negative impacts of the change on the 
airspace users. 
 
Following an Assessment Meeting with CAA Airspace Regulators on 9 February 2022 to discuss Skyports’ 
Statement of Need, it was agreed that to facilitate the proposed UAS BVLOS operations, a TDA complex would 
be required. The proposals for which would be subject to a targeted aviation stakeholder engagement 
exercise in accordance with the CAA Policy for the Establishment of Permanent and Temporary Danger Areas. 
 
Due to the delay in regulatory process, the implementation of this airspace change has been postponed to 
Q2 2023, and the operations are now scheduled for Q2 2023 in the latest proposal, subject to regulatory 
approval. To comply with CAA requirements, the proposed operations have also been scaled down from the 
original 4 routes to just one between Ipswich and Alderton. In this regard, a 3-week additional engagement 
was conducted between 1 February 2023 and 21 February 2023 to notify stakeholders of the changes and 
seek their comments on the latest proposal, as per the CAA’s requirement. For details of the original proposal 
and the revised proposal following the first round of engagement, refer to the previous versions of the 
stakeholder engagement report.  

  

http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Policy%20Statement%20Permanently%20Established%20Danger%20Areas%20and%20Temporary%20Danger%20Areas.pdf
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=8127
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2 Engagement Strategy and Methodology 
 

2.1 Stakeholder identification 
 
The aviation stakeholders Skyports engaged with are considered to be directly affected and potentially 
impacted, as well as those that would likely have an interest in the ACP. In particular, Skyports referred to 
the National Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee (NATMAC) to assist with the identification of 
relevant stakeholders. Prior to the engagement process, the CAA has reviewed the stakeholder list and 
suggested additional stakeholders for Skyports to engage. See Section 6 - Stakeholders. 
 

2.2 Engagement material 
 
Skyports shared the engagement material containing details of the proposed airspace change with a map of 
the TDA. The engagement material also includes information about the proposed UAS operations. The 
materials containing technical information were presented in an accessible way as possible so as not to create 
a barrier to the provision of feedback. 
 

2.3 Communications and Engagement 
 
2.3.1 Initial Engagement (Feb 2022) 

The engagement material was sent to the stakeholders via email and uploaded to the CAA Airspace Change 
Portal on 22 February 2022, i.e. the start of the engagement period. 
 
Skyports wished to encourage a good level of engagement with the process from stakeholders. For this 
reason, reminder communications were provided by email on 20 April 2022 and 10 May 2022 to those that 
had not responded by these dates respectively. 
 
A number of targeted stakeholders, especially those who may be subject to the TOI for deconfliction, were 
offered a briefing session which provides an opportunity for Skyports to explain the project in greater details, 
and the stakeholders to ask any questions regarding the airspace change proposal. The same was also offered 
to all stakeholders who have not responded by 10 May 2022. 
 
2.3.2 Additional Engagement (Feb 2023) 

The engagement material was sent to the stakeholders email and uploaded to the CAA Airspace Change 
Portal on 1 February 2023. A reminder email was issued to stakeholders on 18 February 2023. Targeted 
stakeholders who may be subject to the TOI for deconfliction were contacted separately in this round of 
engagement as well.  
 

2.4 Feedback 
 
Where stakeholders asked that we share their feedback in full with the CAA, Skyports has done this in this 
document and will share this information at the Step 3d – Collate & Review Responses stage of the ACP. 
Some feedback was anonymised as per the request by the stakeholder. Personal information of stakeholders 
will always be redacted when the responses are published on the Airspace Change Portal. 
 
All feedback was collated and stored on Skyports secure server as a record of the activity and ready for 
sharing with the CAA when necessary. 
 
Where stakeholders requested that Skyports keeps them up-to-date with progress of the airspace change 
and the final designs agree with the CAA, Skyports will do this at the soonest opportunity within the airspace 
change process. 



 
Skyports Limited                                             ACP-2022-001 Final Proposal & Stakeholder Engagement Report 

10 
 

3 Airspace Change Proposal 
 

3.1 Version 1 – Original Proposal 
 
Skyports presented the original proposal to the CAA during the Assessment Meeting with a TDA complex 
formed of 7 sections. The TDA complex was designed to minimise the impact on other airspace users in the 
area. When the UA is operating on a particular route, only the relevant sections will be activated. They do 
not need to be activated concurrently. 
 
For details of this proposal, refer to stakeholder engagement material v1.0 and the previous version of the 
stakeholder engagement report. 
 
3.1.1 Overview of the TDA Design (Version 1) 

 
Figure 1: The design of the original TDA complex 

 

3.1.2 Activation Timings of the Original Proposal (Version 1) 

Date Time (local) 

11 August 2022 – 3 November 2022 
(weekdays only) 

Up to 5 consecutive hours per day, 
typically within the window between 09:00 and 15:30 

TDA A  

TDA B  

TDA E 
TDA F 

TDA G 

TDA C  

TDA D 
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3.2 Version 2 – Revised Proposal (Post Initial Engagement) 
 

Following the first round of stakeholder engagement, Skyports reduced the number of routes, simplified the 

TDA design and shortened the period of operations to minimise the impact on other local airspace users. 

 

In this version, only two sections of TDA remain, connecting Ipswich and Saxmundham and Ipswich and 

Alderton respectively. As per the CAA’s advice, the boundaries and edges of both TDAs have been 

smoothened out for a simpler shape, which should be easier for other airspace users to visulise. 

 

For details of this proposal, refer to Section 6 of the previous version of the stakeholder engagement report. 

 

3.2.1 Overview of the TDA Design (Version 2) 

 
Figure 2: TDA design following the first round of engagement 

 
3.2.2 Activation Timings of the Revised Proposal (Version 2) 

Routes Dates Time (local) 

Ipswich – Saxmundham 

(TDA A will be active) 

26/9/2022 – 28/10/2022 

(5 weeks, weekdays only) 

Any 5 consecutive hours 

between 09:00 and 15:30 

(Actual timings to be 

promulgated via NOTAM 

24 hours before activation) 

Tentatively 

10:30 – 15:30 

Ipswich – Alderton 

(TDA B will be active) 

31/10/2022 – 2/12/2022 

(5 weeks, weekdays only) 

Tentatively 

09:30 – 14:30 

  

Saxmundham 

Ipswich 

Alderton 

TDA A 

TDA B 



 
Skyports Limited                                             ACP-2022-001 Final Proposal & Stakeholder Engagement Report 

12 
 

3.3 Version 3 – Further Revised Proposal (Presented for Engagement in Feb 2023) 
 

Following the CAA’s assessment on the ConOps, in order to the reduce to ground risk to ALARP, Skyports has 

further reduced the scale of operations. In the additional stakeholder engagement conducted in February 

2023, the stakeholders were presented with the design shown below. Only the TDA linking Ipswich and 

Alderton remains. The shape and design of the TDA is the same as TDA B in Version 2.  

 

For details of this proposal, refer to stakeholder engagement material v2.0. 

 

3.3.1 Overview of the TDA Design (Version 3) 

 
Figure 3: TDA design for stakeholder engagement in Feb 2023 

 
3.3.2 Activation Timings of the Further Revised Proposal (Version 3) 

Date Time (local) 

10 April 2023 – 16 June 2023 
(weekdays only) 

Up to 5 consecutive hours per day, 
typically within the window between 09:00 and 15:30 

  

Alderton 

Ipswich 
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3.4 Version 4 – Final Proposal (Post Additional Engagement) 
 

During the additional stakeholder engagement period, Skyports received a request from MoD Wattisham 

Station to shift the TDA towards the west, preferably along River Deben for as long as possible as it provides 

traffic to/from the nearby Woodbridge Airfield more space to manoeuvre and the river can be used as a 

visual reference for pilots to identify the TDA. For this reason, Skyports has modified the UA flight route and 

the shape of the TDA as follows: 

 

3.4.1 Overview of the TDA Design (Version 4) 

 
Figure 4: Final TDA design 

 
3.4.2 Activation Timings of the Final Proposal (Version 4) 

Date Time (local) 

9 May 2023 – 14 July 2023 
(weekdays only) 

 
Note: Final dates approved by the CAA: 

15 May 2023 – 21 July 2023 
See CAA Decision Email on Airspace Change Portal 

Up to 5 consecutive hours per day, 
typically within the window 
between 09:00 and 15:30 

 
Skyports envisages to operate a minimum of 10 flights per activation. 
 
3.4.3 Details of the Finalised Route 

Route 
(reciprocal) 

Distance (m) 
Max Altitude 
Flown (AGL) 

Avg. cruise 
speed (m/s) 

Estimated 
Time (mins) 

% of Max 
Endurance 

(of 68 mins) 

Ipswich – Alderton 20 360 55 15 22 



 
Skyports Limited                                             ACP-2022-001 Final Proposal & Stakeholder Engagement Report 

14 
 

3.4.4 Coordinates of TDA Boundary – Final Proposal (Version 4) 

Identification and lateral limits 

  Area bound by straight lines joining:     

WP Lat (N) Lon (S) Lat (N) Lon (W) 
Upper & 

lower limit 
Remarks 

1 52.1037236 1.2479095 52° 06' 13.40" N 001° 14' 52.47" E 

Lower: 
SFC  

 
Upper: 

550ft AMSL  

Activity: 
UAS 

BVLOS 
 

Hours: 
When 

notified 
 

Sponsor: 
Skyports  

2 52.0826320 1.3429292 52° 04' 57.47" N 001° 20' 34.54" E 

3 52.0374450 1.3777519 52° 02' 14.80" N 001° 22' 39.90" E 

4 52.0331540 1.4397200 52° 01' 59.35" N 001° 26' 22.99" E 

5 52.0042636 1.4175952 52° 00' 15.34" N 001° 25' 03.34" E 

6 52.0103598 1.3272982 52° 00' 37.29" N 001° 19' 38.27" E 

7 52.0616013 1.3142663 52° 03' 41.76" N 001° 18' 51.35" E 

8 52.0752151 1.2578733 52° 04' 30.77" N 001° 15' 28.34" E 

9 52.0638448 1.2305682 52° 03' 49.84" N 001° 13' 50.04" E 

10 52.0803024 1.2077484 52° 04' 49.08" N 001° 12' 27.89" E 

 

3.5 Notification and Communication 
 
The exact timings of the 5-hour activation may vary each day, subject to factors such as weather conditions 
and operational needs. Skyports will promulgate TDA activations by NOTAM at least 24 hours before the day 
of planned use. The contact details of the duty flight operations crew will be promulgated by NOTAM as well. 
In the event the use of a telephone is not possible, or the phone has become unserviceable, stakeholders 
and other airspace users may contact London FIS and they will relay the message to Skyports’ flight 
operations team. 
 
When aware that Skyports will not be flying for any whole or parts of days e.g. due to adverse weather 
conditions or technical difficulties, Skyports will deactivate the TDA and notify relevant stakeholders as 
quickly as reasonably practicable. 
 
 

3.6 Danger Area Activity Information Service (DAAIS) 
 
Skyports has liaised with NATS in both rounds of engagement, and it is confirmed that London FIS will provide 
a DAAIS for this TDA. A FISO will be available from London FIS. 
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4 Summary of feedback 
 
Skyports received written feedback from 12 stakeholders in the initial round of engagement. In the additional 
round of engagement, 13 responses were received, including responses from new stakeholders. These 
responses came from a wide range of parties such as ANSP, HEMS operators, helicopter operators, the 
military, flying clubs and associations, as well as some self-identifying stakeholders and interested parties. 
Stakeholders who responded have either shown support, expressed no objection, raised comments on safety 
and operational issues or provided suggestions to improve the proposed operations. For those whose 
operations may be affected by the proposed TDA, Skyports endeavoured to find a workable solution for 
deconfliction.  
 
The following sections summarise the feedback from each stakeholder on the safety and operational aspects 
of the airspace change proposal, Skyports’ responses, and the action(s) taken to address the issue(s), if 
applicable. The stakeholder feedback are presented in chronological order. Other comments that fall outside 
the scope of this ACP, or not directly related to safety and operational aspects of the proposed operations, 
are not listed in these sections, however, full version of all stakeholder responses can be found in Sections 7 
and 8.  
 

4.1 Association of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (ARPAS-UK) 
 

• ARPAS-UK expressed support to the proposed UAS operations and the associated airspace change 
proposal in both rounds of engagement. 

 

4.2 Babcock International 
 

• Babcock as a HEMS operator highlighted potential conflict with the proposed UAS operations as their 
aircraft may need to fly close to or enter the TDA during emergency operations. Skyports assured 
Babcock that emergency services aircraft will have primacy over Skyports’ UAS operations at all 
times. Skyports has also developed a TOI for deconfliction which was later reviewed and accepted by 
Babcock. 
 

• Babcock did not provide any further comments/response in the additional engagement.  

 
4.3 British Gliding Association (BGA) 

 

• BGA expressed no concern in both rounds of engagement as they are content that the ACP is unlikely 
to impact their operations. However, in the initial engagement, they expressed that they would like 
to see progression in regulations to enable unsegregated operations. 

 

4.4 British Helicopter Association (BHA) 
 

• BHA expressed no objection to the ACP in the initial engagement. They did not provide any further 
comments/response in the additional engagement. 
 

4.5 British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) 
 

• BMAA questioned the purpose of the project, the differences from other similar projects in the past, 
the future plans beyond the trial period and the need for a TDA in the initial engagement. Skyports 
explained that there are environment, conditions and challenges unique to each location, and a TDA 
is required as UAS BVLOS operations of this kind are to be conducted within segregated airspace, 
according to the current regulatory framework and CAA policy. 
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• BMAA suggested Skyports to provide a DACS for the TDA, however Skyports believe that a DAAIS 
would be sufficient and proportionate for this kind of operation. 
 

• BMAA reported that they were only being made aware of the ACP at the very late stage of 
engagement despite the contact points provided by BMAA were included in all correspondence from 
Skyports. Skyports is open for continuous engagement with BMAA and address any comments or 
questions that they may have. 
 

4.6 Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management (DAATM) 
 

• DAATM consolidated the comments from nearby squadrons and MoD/RAF airfields. Flights to/from 
Woodbridge is most likely to be impacted by the TDA. Skyports, in response to this comment, has 
developed a TOI for deconfliction which was reviewed and accepted by DAATM. In general, they have 
no objection to the TDA as long as a robust communication and coordination with Wattisham is in 
place. 
 

• In the additional engagement, Wattisham requested Skyports to consider rerouting the UA flight 
route to the west as fly along River Deben for as long as possible so that it allows more space for 
traffic to/from Woodbridge to manoeuvre and the river can be used as a visual reference by the 
pilots. Skyports has redesigned the route and TDA in response to this comment. 
 

• Wattisham also requested Skyports RP to call them before each take-off and after each landing for 
their situational awareness. Skyports will comply and have incorporated this procedure into the 
updated TOI, which was subsequently sent to DAATM for their review. 

 

4.7 Monewden Airfield 
 

• The representative of Monewden Airfield expressed some personal views on the ACP without going 
into details. Skyports attempted to contact them and asked them to elaborate but received no 
response from them. They did not provide any further comments/response in the additional 
engagement. 
 

4.8 National Grid 
 

• National Grid operates helicopters and performs low-level flying routinely for powerline surveying 
and inspection. They identified potential conflict with Skyports’ Ipswich – Saxmundham and 
Framlingham route in the original proposal which Skyports addressed it by developing a TOI for 
deconfliction. 
 

• In the additional engagement, National Grid noted the concerned routes have been removed and 
they confirmed that the new proposal (Ipswich – Alderton only) will have no conflict with their 
operations. 

 

4.9 National Police Air Service (NPAS) 
 

• The NPAC did not participate in the initial engagement but responded during the additional 
engagement. 
 

• They confirmed that the proposal would have negligible/nil effect on their operations. 
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4.10 NATS 
 

• NATS has expressed no comment/objection to the ACP in both rounds of engagement. London FIS is 
happy to provide a DAAIS for the TDA as long as the activities are promulgated by NOTAM. 
 

4.11 Norfolk Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club (NHPC) 
 

• NHPC did not participate in the initial engagement but responded during the additional engagement 
as a self-identifying stakeholder. 
 

• They raised the issue of EC devices incompatibility as the gliding community mainly uses FLARM 
systems but not ADS-B. Skyports noted their comment and explained that the ADS-B onboard the UA 
is only used to enhance RP’s situational awareness and is not used as a tactical means of 
deconfliction. NHPC acknowledged understanding of the UAS’s capabilities and confirmed that pilots 
can make an attempt at avoidance of the TDA. 
 

4.12 Suffolk Coastal Strut (member of Light Aircraft Association) 
 

• Suffolk Coastal Strut did not participate in the initial engagement but responded during the additional 
engagement as a self-identifying stakeholder. 
 

• They expressed objection to the ongoing use of TDA which they see as an obstruction. Skyports 
explained that this is to comply with the currently regulatory requirements for UAS BVLOS 
operations. 
 

• They raised a few questions regarding the safety of the UAS operations and integrity of the UAS. 
Skyports assured them that the UAS operation is supported by a robust OSC which was reviewed and 
provisionally approved by the CAA. 
 

• They suggested a number of stakeholders that may not be included in Skyports’ email list. Skyports 
noted their suggestions and subsequently reached out to a stakeholder that Skyports had not 
contacted before. Skyports will remain open for continuous engagement with all stakeholders 
beyond the engagement period and throughout the implementation phase. 
 

4.13 Suffolk Hang Gliding Club (member of British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association) 
 

• Suffolk Hang Gliding Club did not participate in the initial engagement but responded during the 
additional engagement as a self-identifying stakeholder. 
 

• They highlighted that there could be potential conflict between the proposed UAS operations and 
their flying activities if the wind is coming from the NW or in case of an emergency. They suggested 
some form of coordination to be made between Skyports and them, and establish an effective and 
flexible way to deconflict. Skyports explained to them that TOI are used with other aircraft operators 
for deconfliction, and Skyports is happy to develop something similar with them if necessary.  
 

• Skyports also made some clarifications to their comments, for example, according to the CAA Policy 
Statement on the Establishment of DA/TDA, only those activities for which the DA/TDA has been 
specifically approved by the CAA are to be conducted within the DA/TDA, so they should not be flying 
into the active TDA without prior agreement. It is also the current regulatory requirements that UAS 
BVLOS operations of this kind should be conducted within segregated airspace, and in this case, it 
should be in form of a TDA. 
 



 
Skyports Limited                                             ACP-2022-001 Final Proposal & Stakeholder Engagement Report 

18 
 

4.14 TGC (member of Suffolk Coastal Strut) 
 

• TGC was a self-identifying stakeholder who responded during the initial engagement. They 
commented that the airspace change policy and engagement process/strategy was ineffective and 
inadequate. Skyports noted their comment but explained that Skyports had adhered to the 
requirements under CAP1616 and Skyports believes the engagement conducted was proportionate 
to the type of operations proposed by Skyports. They were advised to contact the CAA direct should 
they have any comments on the regulatory process. 
 

• TGC did not provide any further comments/response in the additional engagement. 
 

4.15 Individual Stakeholder 1 
 

• This stakeholder responded in both rounds of engagement with similar comments on the necessity 
and repetitiveness of the project, unsustainability of TDA, the choice of routes and environmental 
impact etc. Skyports explained to them that each project will have its unique locationally challenges 
and the proposal was designed to meet the operational needs from the NHS and ERS Medical, while 
minimising the impact on other local flying activities. Skyports will comply with all relevant 
regulations and requirements to ensure safe operations. 
 

• This stakeholder stressed the importance of having a DAAIS for the TDA. Skyports confirmed with 
him that London FIS will be providing a DAAIS for this TDA. 
 

4.16 Individual Stakeholder 2 
 

• This stakeholder opined that the approach for UAS BVLOS operations should adopt an integrated 
approach instead of creating segregated airspace on a temporary basis. Skyports explained to him 
that the current regulatory requirements are to be complied with and any future changes and 
development of the policy is outside the scope of this stakeholder engagement. 

 

4.17 Individual Stakeholder 3 
 

• This stakeholder did not participate in the initial engagement exercise but responded to the ACP in 
the additional engagement as a self-identifying stakeholder. They commented on the operating 
altitude being too high in their opinion. Skyports responded that the chose altitude is to allow the 
UA to have sufficient clearance from any ground obstacle and vertical buffer from the ceiling of the 
TDA. 
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5 Impact Assessment 
 

5.1 Deconfliction 
 
As mentioned in Section 4, Skyports has developed temporary operating instructions (TOI) for the purpose 

of deconfliction with other aircraft operators in the region. A high-level summary of the TOI is as follows: 

• Skyports acknowledges the primacy of commercial air transport operations and emergency service 
operations; they will be able to access an active TDA with prior notice and in accordance with the 
procedures defined in the TOI. 

 

• To accommodate low-flying commercial traffic, Skyports will cease operations as soon as reasonably 
practicable upon notification when the helicopters are required to operate within the TDA complex, 
cross a TDA or are flying in the vicinity of the TDA(s). 
 

• Emergency services operators, especially those conducting Category A operations, will have primacy 
at all times; Skyports will ground its UA as soon as possible upon notification. Grounding will be 
confirmed and communicated. 
 

• Skyports will cease operations if the cloud base is <1500ft AGL. London FIS will be notified. If the 
cloud base remains <1500ft AGL for a prolonged period of time, the active TDA(s) will be deactivated. 

 
The finalised TOI that has been agreed and approved by relevant stakeholder will be adopted. Details of the 
TOI is documented in a separate document. 
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5.2 Impact on traffic pattern and distribution ≤7000ft 
 
Skyports have conducted a detailed airspace analysis as part of the OSC ConOps submission to the CAA, 
detailing all potential aviation stakeholders that could be affected by the proposed TDAs (utilising low level 
VFR charts, previous ACP intelligence & CAA NATMAC list). The UAS operational altitude is 360ft AGL for the 
entirety of the proposed routing and contained within the proposed TDAs, whose maximum vertical altitude 
extend to 600ft AMSL. Only low-level traffic has the potential to be affected.  
 
In addition, the routing is predominately over sparsely populated areas, thus minimising the impact on 
inhabited areas.  
  
The traffic assessment has been deemed to have little impact due to: 
 

• 14 CFR Subpart B flight rules – where minimum safe altitudes dictate altitude of 500 feet above the 
surface, except over open water or sparsely populated areas. In those cases, the aircraft may not be 
operated closer than 500 feet to any person, vessel, vehicle, or structure. 
 

▪ Skyports operations are <400ft AGL (cruising altitude is 360ft AGL in normal circumstances), 
predominately over land and rural areas. 

 

• On occasion where other airspace users require access to the proposed TDA locations, an 
appropriate LoA or TOI has been agreed to ensure traffic can safely be facilitated during the proposed 
hours of operation. This includes CAT A HEMS operators, who have primacy at all times: 
 

▪ Babcock International (service provider for East Anglia Air Ambulance) 
▪ Wattisham Station (MoD) 

 
Despite the minimal traffic impact assessment the following mitigations will be in place, being proportionate 
to the size and duration of the operation: 
 

• All TDA activations will be promulgated by NOTAM to alert other airspace users to the UAS presence, 
with two direct mobile phone numbers provided to contact the deployed flight operations team. 
 

• London Information will provide a DAAIS service in accordance with the agreed TOI. 
 

• Skyports’ operating instruction states the UA will not operate when cloud base is <1500ft AGL, to 
ensure any VFR aircraft is safe when descending below cloud in unforeseen circumstances, that could 
infringe the minimum safe altitude rule.  
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5.3 Environmental and Noise impact 
 
As part of ConOps development, the flights were carefully planned to minimise noise in the areas of 
operations. Skyports do not envisage any adverse impact on tranquility when operating over inhabited areas 
due to the following reasons: 
 

• Noise of the UA – According to previous measurements, the mean maximum sound pressure level 
(LASmax) of the Swoop Kookaburra Mk III UA during take-off and landing is 76dB, and that when the 
UA is cruising at a height of 200ft AGL is 49dB which is virtually undetectable from ground1. The most 
audible part of the flight, i.e. take-off and landing, typically takes 17.57 seconds at standard 
climb/descend rate, and 8.98 seconds at maximum climb/descend rate. The UA is a hybrid-powered 
lift transitional platform which takes off and lands vertically. In normal circumstances, the UA will 
cruise at a height of 360ft AGL. Skyports believes the noise impact with such a short span of time, 
and small noise footprint, is negligible. 

 

• Routes and TOLPs planning – The routes were carefully designed that we prioritise operating over 
sparsely populated areas (see Figure 5) below; yellow denotes populated areas). At key locations 
such as TOLPs, they were also chosen to be located outside/away from residential areas to minimise 
the noise impact during take-off and landing (see Figure 6 and Figure 7). 

 

 
Figure 5: Overview of population density 

 
 
 

 
1 86dB and 59dB if a 10dB noise penalty is added to account for the tonal nature of drones. 
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Figure 6: Arrival and departure route at Ipswich TOLP 

 
 

 
Figure 7: Arrival and departure route at Alderton TOLP  

Ipswich TOLP is in the middle of a field. 
The nearest building is >500m away 

Alderton TOLP is in the middle of a field 
and is at least 50m away from the 
nearest building 
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6 Stakeholders 
 

6.1 Civil Aviation Authority 
 
The CAA is being engaged at every stage of the ACP.
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6.2 Aviation Stakeholders and Interested Parties 
 
Below is a list of aviation stakeholders and relevant parties engaged: 
 

Name Organisation Type 
Responded in 
Engagement 1 

Formal Outreach  
(01/02/2023) 

Reminder 
(18/2/2023) 

Responded in 
Engagement 2 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Airfield Operators Group (AOG) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Airport Operators Association (AOA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Airspace Change Organising Group (ACOG) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Airspace4All Representative -- Y Y -- 

Army Gliding Club (Anglia) Flying Club -- Y Y -- 

Association of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems 
(ARPAS-UK) 

Representative Y Y Y Y 

Aviation Environment Federation (AEF) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Babcock International HEMS Y Y Y -- 

British Balloon and Airship Club Representative -- Y Y -- 

British Business Aviation and General Aviation 
Association 

Representative -- Y Y -- 

British Gliding Association (BGA) Representative Y Y -- Y 

British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association 
(BHPA) 

Representative -- Y Y -- 
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Name Organisation Type 
Responded in 
Engagement 1 

Formal Outreach  
(01/02/2023) 

Reminder 
(18/2/2023) 

Responded in 
Engagement 2 

British Helicopter Association (BHA) Representative Y Y Y -- 

British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) Representative Y Y Y Y 

British Microlight Aircraft Association / General 
Aviation Safety Council (GASCo) 

Representative -- Y Y -- 

British Model Flying Association (BMFA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

British Skydiving Representative -- Y Y -- 

Coastguard HEMS  -- Y Y -- 

Crowfield Airport -- Y Y -- 

East Anglian Air Ambulance (EAAA) HEMS See Babcock International 

Elmsett Airport -- Y Y -- 

Essex & Suffolk Gliding Club Flying Club -- Y Y -- 

Gama Aviation HEMS -- Y Y -- 

General Aviation Alliance (GAA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Great Oakley Airport -- Y Y -- 

Helecopter Club of Great Britain (HCGB) Representative  -- Y Y -- 

Heliair Operator -- Y Y -- 
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Name Organisation Type 
Responded in 
Engagement 1 

Formal Outreach  
(01/02/2023) 

Reminder 
(18/2/2023) 

Responded in 
Engagement 2 

Helicentre Operator -- Y Y -- 

Light Aircraft Association (LAA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
Security and 

Emergency Services 
-- Y Y -- 

Military Aviation Authority (MAA) Representative -- Y Y -- 

Ministry of Defence Military Y Y -- Y 

MoD Wattisham Airport (Military) 
(Combined with 

MoD) 
Y -- Y 

MoD Woodbridge Airport (Military) See Ministry of Defence 

Monewden Airport Y Y Y -- 

National Grid Operator Y Y -- Y 

National Police Air Service 
Security and 

Emergency Services 
-- Y Y Y 

Norfolk Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club Flying Club -- -- -- Y 

NATS ANSP Y Y -- Y 

PDG Helicopters  Operator -- Y Y -- 

Rattlesden Gliding Club Flying Club -- Y Y -- 

Sloane Helicopters HEMS -- Y Y -- 
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Name Organisation Type 
Responded in 
Engagement 1 

Formal Outreach  
(01/02/2023) 

Reminder 
(18/2/2023) 

Responded in 
Engagement 2 

Specialist Aviation Services HEMS -- Y Y -- 

Suffolk Coastal Strut Flying Club -- -- -- Y 

Suffolk Hang Gliding Club Flying Club -- -- -- Y 

TGC Flying Club Y Y Y -- 

Western Power Operator -- Y Y -- 

Individual Stakeholder 1 Individual Y Y -- Y 

Individual Stakeholder 2 Individual Y -- -- -- 

Individual Stakeholder 3 Individual -- -- -- Y 

Total responses received 13 

 
 



 
Skyports Limited                                                                            ACP-2022-001 Stakeholder Engagement Report 

28 
 

7 Appendices – Evidence of Initial Engagement 
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Appendix 7A – Initial Email to Stakeholders (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7B – First Reminder Email (Initial Engagement) 

 



 
Skyports Limited                                                                            ACP-2022-001 Stakeholder Engagement Report 

31 
 

Appendix 7C – Final Reminder Email (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7D – Targeted stakeholders engagement on TOI  (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7E – Association of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (ARPAS-UK) (Initial 
Engagement) 
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Appendix 7F – Babcock International (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7G – British Gliding Association (BGA) (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7H – British Helicopter Association (BHA) (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7I – British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7J – Individual Stakeholder 1 (Anonymous) (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7K – Individual Stakeholder 2 (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7L – Ministry of Defence (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7M – Monewden Airfield (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7N – National Grid (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7O – NATS (Initial Engagement) 
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Appendix 7P – TGC (Initial Engagement) 
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8 Appendices – Evidence of Additional Engagement 
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Appendix 8A – Initial Email to Stakeholders (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8B – Reminder Email to Stakeholders (Additional Engagement) 

  



 
Skyports Limited                                                                            ACP-2022-001 Stakeholder Engagement Report 

75 
 

 
  



 
Skyports Limited                                                                            ACP-2022-001 Stakeholder Engagement Report 

76 
 

Appendix 8C – Targeted stakeholders engagement on TOI  (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8D – Association of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (ARPAS-UK) (Additional 
Engagement) 
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Appendix 8E – British Gliding Association (BGA) (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8F – British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8G – Ministry of Defence (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8H – National Grid (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8I – National Police Air Service (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8J – NATS (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8K – Norfolk Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8L – Suffolk Coastal Strut (Additional Engagement) 
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ACP-2022-001 - UAS BVLOS in Segregated Airspace – Ipswich and South East Suffolk 

Response from LAA – Suffolk Coastal Strut  
February 2023 

Dear Sirs 
On behalf of the LAA – Suffolk Coastal Strut thank you for the opportunity to 
review/feedback on your latest version of ‘Airspace Change ACP-2022-001 UAS BVLOS 
in Segregated Airspace’. 
We note there has now been a significant reduction/de-scaling of the proposed airspace 
change from the original multiple routes now reduced to 1 route within 1 TDA only 
(Ipswich – Alderton). 
The ACP has been circulated to our members and discussed by our committee. 
We note that there have been improvements since the ACP was first issued last year, 
however we oppose this ACP, with the following comments:- 
 

• As a matter of principle, we would object to the ongoing use of TDAs as an 

obstruction,  exclude other airspace users and would rather see a demonstrable 

and reliable shared/integrated airspace approach (‘see and avoid’). 

 

• There is limited data within this proposal that clearly shows the record of reliability 
(e.g. MTBF2 information) and actual recorded flight profiling of the current UAV 
system against the horizontal and vertical route parameters planned.  
 

• It would have been good to have historical data included for the proposed system, 
the reporting and investigation of any incidents, MOR's, endangerment etc. i.e. 
transparency around performance, risk and safety. It is therefore difficult to assess 
the likelihood that the planned parameters might be breached and endanger other 
airspace users/members of the public and the impact if this does happen. 
 

• The route launch point is not identified, there is often paramotor activity in the 

proposed TDA area – the river Deben appears to attract them! They can launch, 

with landowners’ permission, from suitable local fields and may conflict with the 

proposal’s flight route - I am not aware exactly where these might be, how have 

these folk been engaged with? 

 

• No diversion/emergency landing, other than RTH is referenced, what contingency 

plans are there to land if there are malfunction(s) that prevent RTH? What incident 

plans are in place should there be an unexpected event? 

 

• It is noted that a significant GA training organisation, Skyward Flight Training Ltd, 

at Rougham Airfield, Bury St Edmunds do not appear to have been engaged as a 

stakeholder? We are aware that they use the Deben River area for training. 

 

• Also noted that RAF Honington is also absent from the stakeholder list. This is now 

a glider training location for Cadets. 

 
2 Mean Time Between Failure 
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I (              ) also offer personal feedback as a R/C modeller, member of the BMFA, with 
nearly 50 years’ experience and as a member of the local community over which part of 
the TDA is proposed (Martlesham). 

- I know of at least 2 sites where R/C model flying takes place, on an occasional 

basis, within the proposed TDA. As I am sure you are aware with your contact with 

the BMFA, under Article 16 authorisation members are not bound by the 400ft rule 

as long as certain criteria are met (I have colleagues who have variometers on 

their gliders and will often hit 500ft plus agl, legal of course if they are in visual 

contact) – have you engaged with BMFA to communicate with their members in 

this locality for feedback – I have heard nothing? 

 

- I would also like to raise the following point. In the ACP stakeholder list I see no 

reference to potentially impacted councils/parish councils/ River users etc. I quote 

from CAP1616, regarding stakeholders to be included - paragraph 19 

“Communities affected by aviation noise or other environmental impacts, their 

representatives, councils and other elected representatives, bodies with an interest 

in aviation’s environmental impact”. 

 

- I suggest that with an UAV carrying medical samples, designated as ‘Dangerous 

Goods’, engaging with communities along the route to explain the potential risks to 

those who would be concerned/affected by any deviation/failure is critical? 

 

- The planned route crosses a major trunk road (A12) in Martlesham, have the 

relevant highways authorities been consulted? The potential for driver distraction 

and incident(s) would appear real and significantly dangerous, particularly when 

heading East on the road which, as the dual carriageway drops into the valley, 

provides a clear view of the sky. 

 

- No noise impact assessment data has been offered for the drone activities, I have 

a drone and the noise can be significant, particularly on the take-off and landing 

phases? 

 

 

Thank you 
               Chairman - LAA Suffolk Coastal Strut 
                           Committee Member - LAA Suffolk Coastal Strut 
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Appendix 8M – Suffolk Hang Gliding Club (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8N – Individual Stakeholder 1 (Additional Engagement) 
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Appendix 8O – individual Stakeholder 3 (Additional Engagement) 
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