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Figure 1 Current arrival and departure procedures for Heathrow 

2.1.6 Figure 2 shows a radar density plot of Heathrow arrival traffic for a typical busy summer week and 
indicates traffic distribution.  About 43% of traffic arrives from the east.   

 
Figure 2 Heathrow traffic density arrivals FL245-FL70 5-11 August 2019 

2.1.7 Medium and heavy jets are the most prevalent aircraft type at Heathrow, as shown in Table 4.  
British Airways was the most prevalent operator in 2019, with approximately 50% of the traffic.   

Key: 

STARs including 
en-route holds 

SIDs 

Terminal holds 
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Figure 4 Heathrow Design Envelope and design constraints – post engagement & SME 
development 

3.3.7 The Heathrow Design Concepts which were considered viable at this stage, within the Design 
Envelope presented, are shown in the Heathrow Arrival Structure Viability Assessment (Figure 5).  

 
Figure 5 Heathrow Design Options Viability Matrix 

3.3.8 These 17 viable options were taken forward as the comprehensive list to Design Principle 
Evaluation, along with ‘Do Nothing’. 

 

Viable Option: taken forward 
to DPE 

Not considered a viable 
option: eliminated at this point 
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