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General 
 
The General Aviation Alliance, on behalf of the constituent bodies, object strongly to this 
ACP as being unnecessary in the first instance, as impacting upon the safety of other 
airspace users including from other areas of the UK transiting North / South and East/West 
and economically impacting operators within the airspace boundaries. 
 

1. This ACP is repeating trials that have been carried out multiple times before.  The 
duration requested by Apian at 6 months is excessively long for a “trial” and  in 
comparison with previous similar TDAs.  The data from those trials should have been 
made available to APIAN in order to avoid this expensive and pointless repetition. 

2. The trial has no apparent aeronautical value and is instead seeking to demonstrate 
what is and should be generally known or should be achieved by other means. 

3. From a report in the BBC News website dated 9 September, it was noted that it was a 
formal engagement process and that “no decision had been made” concerning the 
airspace .  Which appears to deny the fact that this application to change the 
airspace is just such a decision. 

4. The BBC article quoted an Apian spokesperson as wanting to “engage with as many 
individuals and groups as possible to hear their feedback and take it on board 
wherever we can”. Howver had Apian carried out some basic consultation, including 
referring to an aeronautical chart, prior to deciding upon this particular volume of 
airspace, and applying for an ACP,  they could have avoided wasted time and effort 
for all concerned.   

5. It must be a priority to avoid the imposed closure of airfields which we understand is 
the result.   Likewise negative impact on businesses and on other users of the 
airspace 

6. Adjoining the Spadeadam Danger Area makes this TDA location a particularly 
unfortunate choice in terms of potential disruption caused to other airspace users.  
As with any change to airspace that results in concentration of movements, the risk 
of mid air collisions (MAC) is increased.  This is the case here as well and yet no 
assessment is made of that risk. 

7. The airspace requested is, in area, far larger than any seen previously for almost 
exactly the same “trial” operation. Thus the suitability of the technology employed, if 
that is the determining factor, must be questionable due to the relatively low 
efficiency in use of airspace.  Other TDA sponsors have utilised relatively narrow 
corridors between the destination locations.  What worked in African wide open 
spaces and over significant distances may not be appropriate for the relative high 
density in the UK. 

8. The BBC report suggests, presumably from Apian suggestion (?), that other aircraft 
can continue to operate as the Apian craft can “fly at low altitude and narrow 
corridors” and that Apian is “working in collaboration with the CAA to support the 
development of integrated airspace...” This is plainly not the case as the statement 
belies a lack of appreciation of the terrain and the use of airspace by the GA 
community.  Further this ACP is not employing, or even attempting to trial, the see 
and avoid technology that is reportedly fitted to the craft in use that will no doubt be 
required for integration. 
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9. The GAA support the need for integration in airspace and between users of the 
airspace.  However this ACP does nothing to further that as an objective. 

10. Briefing in person session held at Wansbeck Hospital was logistically inaccessible for 
the GAA representative and only latterly was a phone contact possible. The GAA 
attempt to provide constructive input to assist the sponsors of ACPs such as this, 
whilst of course seeking to minimise the impact upon the safety of the general 
aviation community. 

11. We note too that the summary of results from Apian previous “trial” – ACP-2022-
031- failed to quantify the results in any meaningful way and neither did it compare 
the claimed achievement against any kind of control, such as the man and van.  The 
subjective results were bland unverifiable statements of some logistical activity. 

 
Trial Plan 
2.2 – Will these results be quantified and published ?  See general Item 11 above. 
 
3.0  
It is regrettable that this trial is not able focus on the testing and proving of the detect and 
avoid technology referred to as being available and FAA approved.  Though such a trial is 
overdue and would ideally carried out in a controlled environment, and elsewhere, in order 
to minimise risk. 
 
There is no mention, beyond “engagement” of facilities to arrange GA access to the TDA ?  
Pilots routing through this area, including necessarily at low level, come from all over the UK 
and potentially Europe and so an access facility / crossing service is essential. 
 
Annex A 
Presumably in order to “drop” a load from 60ft Apian will have secured a relaxation from the 
low flying rule ? 
 
Does the dropping of “dangerous goods” form part of the trial plan ? 
 
3.2 
As commented above the area of airspace forming the TDA appears to be out of proportion 
to the location of the facilities being served.  The area chosen prevents operation at two 
airfields and impacts operations at one gliding club. 
 
3.3. The impact of altitudes within the TDA, which are misleading in relation to the local 
terrain so that 600ft AGL is effectively 2000Ft above the Tyne Valley, will be significant to the 
transiting GA community.  As a result it will likely be impossible for pilots to avoid both 
terrain and poor weather in the area, surrounded as it is by significant high ground.  The 
Tyne Valley being a popular East – West Routeing and the Hexham Gap serving North South 
on occasions.   
 
Those choosing to route offshore, usually due to poor weather inland and refusal of a transit 
through Newcastle airspace, seem now to be confined to a very shallow vertical corridor 
that may encourage them to route even further over water to avoid risking infringing and so 
at increased risk. 
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The stated intention to not provide a danger area crossing service and thus to exclude other 
users, with no statement as to how their safety will be ensured, is an unacceptable potential 
impact upon safety of those users.  Other potential users extend beyond the military, police, 
HEMS etc. 
 
3.5 As with a number of other TDA’s offering similar objectives, such as “on demand” 
service, the stated intent to activate the TDA by notam with 24 hours notice is clearly in 
conflict with those stated trial objectives which could only be met if the TDA is continuously 
activated. 
 
Background 
The General Aviation Alliance (GAA) is a group of organisations representing the interests of 
many in the UK General Aviation (GA) industry and coordinating some 72,000 subscription 
paying members of these bodies. Members of the GAA include: British Balloon and Airship 
Club (BBAC); British Gliding Association (BGA); British Hang Gliding and Paragliding 
Association (BHPA); British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA); British Model Flying 
Association (BMFA); British Skydiving; Helicopter Club of Great Britain (HCGB); Light Aircraft 
Association (LAA); PPL/IR Europe - European Association of Instrument Rated Private Pilots; 
Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC). 
 
The website www.gaalliance.org gives more information. 
 
Over 21,000 aircraft are registered in the United Kingdom, of which 96% are involved in 
General Aviation (GA), and these fly some 1.35 million flying hours each year. 
 
There are in total there are some 20,000 private pilots, and 10,000 glider pilots in the United 
Kingdom.   
 
The economics of general aviation in the UK are under severe pressure and restrictions and 
other impacts on GA activity in the UK, including TDAs with apparently little or no 
demonstrable aeronautical benefit, serve to increase costs, hinder income generation and 
ultimately drive the business abroad but above all impact negatively upon safety of the GA 
Community.   































































































































































Dear Stakeholder,

Request for support to ACP-2023-015 Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation
Trust feasibility flights within a trial Temporary Danger Area (TDA).

I am writing to you on behalf of Apian, a medical logistics startup founded by NHS
doctors with support from the NHS Clinical Entrepreneur Programme. We work on
behalf of the NHS to operationalise uncrewed air system (UAS) technology and
research its impact on patient health outcomes and staff wellbeing.

Apian, in conjunction with the Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, is
looking to conduct feasibility flights using UAS between hospitals, GP surgeries,
care homes and pharmacies. We would like to trial a regular, on demand delivery
service for the distribution of medical payloads such as, prescription medication,
medical implants, medical electronics, blood packs, medical and consumable
supplies, medical documentation, as well as emergency deliveries. These flights
will allow us to research, validate and provide vital data to establish whether the
use of UAS, in these clinical settings will lead to improved patient care.

You may have supported us on our previous project in Northumbria
(ACP 2022 031), and we would like to thank you for the support and feedback you
provided during and after the project. That feedback allowed us to gain an
understanding of how we can better integrate UAS. Please see the summary and
lessons learnt during that project here.

As part of our application for a trial TDA, we have identified you as a key
stakeholder. We have attached our trial plan for our proposal which includes
details of our trial TDA in Annex C. We have also included a feedback form which
we kindly request you return to us before the end of our stakeholder engagement
period, 22nd September 2023, and look forward to receiving your confirmation of
support.

If you have any further questions or would like to discuss the project in further
detail, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,





















































































22nd September 2023 
 
 
 

 
ACP-2023-015 

I am a Private Pilot based in the south east of Scotland. I have been flying for over fifteen years 

and in this time have attained just under one thousand hours experience, flying open cockpit 

aircraft in a significant variety of weather conditions both in the UK and in France. 

From my base near Edinburgh, I regularly fly in Northumberland and the area around 

Newcastle, in which the proposed drone trial is to take place, including many transits through 

the area between airfields in Scotland and Northumberland and others further south in 

England or onward to / from the continent. 

My principal concern with the proposal as currently presented revolves around the danger 

which the additional restrictions - in what is at present uncontrolled Class G airspace - will 

create for pilots like myself, who will be excluded and forced into the remaining airspace 

thereby concentrating GA traffic into the much smaller areas which remain available. This will 

be especially dangerous in the event of low cloud or other sub-optimal weather conditions, 

which greatly reduces the risk of controlled flight into terrain or the alternative of being forced 

upwards by the TDAs into cloud. This is particularly significant in terms of the proposed upper 

heights of the various TDAs as proposed. 

I have refrained from commenting in any detail on Area A as this is entirely within the 

Newcastle CTR, except to say that as it lies across one of the standard ‘Transit Routes’ for GA 

aircraft wishing (or requiring) to transit north to south ( or vice versa) through the Newcastle 

Zone, this will inevitably restrict such transits to between 1000ft and the normal upper limit 

of 2000ft AMSL - or even lower in the event of low cloudbase, thus compressing all transiting 

traffic into a very narrow vertical band with a significant increase in workload for Newcastle 

ATC and greater risk of mid-air collision. 

In the case of Area B, the proposed TDA effectively completely precludes the use of this 

standard route to pass Newcastle by flying below the eastern edge of the Newcastle CTA. 

Trying to transit in the remaining 200 ft of ‘free airspace’ between the top of the proposed 

TDA and the CTA above would almost certainly result in unintended encroachment into the 

Newcastle CTA, the TDA or both. 

Area C as proposed completely straddles both the standard north/south route to the west of 

Newcastle CTA and the standard east/west route from north east of Newcastle to the west 

coast. I have flown both of these routes many times in both clear and overcast conditions and 

can categorically verify that if the cloudbase in the area is low, the proposed upper limit of the 

TDA will completely preclude transit via these routes. The same objection applies to an even 
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greater extent to Areas D and E due to the even higher ground in these areas, which already 

restricts the potential for crossing below cloud. 

Area C, also appears to cover the airstrips at Stanton and Hexham, making them both 

completely inaccessible during periods when this zone is in operation, which as well as a 

significant inconvenience, also presents a significant additional danger to GA traffic due to the 

lack of alternative landing sites in the area in the case of an emergency. 

 In closing, it seems to me that in establishing these proposals, little thought (if any) has been 

given to the safety, needs and convenience of other airspace users in what is currently Class 

G uncontrolled airspace. I would therefore urge you to reconsider considerably limiting both 

the lateral and vertical extent of the proposed TDAs if you intend to proceed with this 

proposal. 

Yours faithfully 
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How to provide feedback
Apian welcomes comments and feedback from all interested parties. All
comments received regarding this proposal will be taken into consideration
before a final design is submitted to the CAA. All the details of this airspace
change proposal are available on the CAA’s Airspace Change Portal. Feedback on
the proposed trial TDA, or requests for further information should be sent to:

Aviation team at

A feedback form is provided and a word document is attached to the email
containing this material for your use if you wish.

Responses regarding the proposed trial TDA submission must be received by
22nd September 2023.

Name

Email

Representing

Address (including
postcode if possible)

Feedback:

We operate at a site within Gosforth racecourse, 
OS map ref 256712 at max altitude of 200 ft.


































