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1 Introduc*on 

1.1 Background 

This document is the Engagement Strategy for Airspace Change Procedure (ACP) ACP-
2023-028 sponsored by Specialist AviaCon Services Ltd (SAS). SAS operates the 
helicopter service for Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex (AACKSS). 

This ACP concerns Royal Sussex County Hospital Brighton (RSCH) which is the Major 
Trauma Centre for the counCes of West and East Sussex and supported by AACKSS. The 
proposal is to introduce an Instrument approach and departure to the hospital using 
Helicopter Point in Space (PINS) criteria.  

The PinS procedure will supplement the exisCng Visual Flight Rule (VFR) procedures, 
which will remain the primary means of approach. It will allow access to the Hospital 
Landing Site outside of Visual Meteorological CondiCons (VMC) which currently 
restrict the VFR procedures. As the new hospital landing facility will be lit, this will 
allow an esCmated 30 addiConal paCents a year to be conveyed by helicopter rather 
than land ambulance, which can reduce potenCal delays to emergency treatment and 
improve paCent outcomes. 

This ACP is being conducted in accordance with CAP1616. The ACP is being progressed 
under Part 1C of CAP1616 (Airspace Change Process for RNP Instrument Approach 
Procedures (IAPs) without an Approach Control Service).  

This document is the Engagement Strategy, part of the Stage 3 submission. 

1.2 Scope and objec4ves 

This is a targeted engagement aimed at aviaCon stakeholders, which is appropriate as 
the CAA has confirmed that the applicaCon meets the requirements of CAP1616 para 
356 for the purposes of the ACP. It is noted that the number of flights a year expecCng 
to use the new procedure is only about 30.  

Therefore the applicaCon will address aviaCon stakeholders only (i.e. operators of 
aerodromes/strips/landing sites and aircra\ operators that could be present in this 
airspace, and their representaCve organisaCons). 

1.3 Summary of engagement to date 

Prior to the engagement, the only engagement has been with Shoreham airport to 
consider ways to co-ordinate operaCons at Shoreham and PINS operaCons into RSCH. 
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2 Engagement stakeholders 
The stakeholders were idenCfied by determining aviaCon organisaCons whose 
operaCons could be affected by the PinS Procedure: 

• IdenCfying relevant aviaCon organisaCons as represented at NATMAC (NaConal 
Air Traffic Management Advisory Commi`ee). Many of the organisaCons will 
only be indirectly affected by the PinS procedure since they represent naConal 
organisaCons. Up to date representaCon on NATMAC was provided by the CAA. 
Some NATMAC organisaCons are not relevant and these have been excluded. 
This is explained in Annex A.  

• Review of VFR map to idenCfy relevant airfields and airports in the local area. 
Operators from these airfields may be directly affected by traffic using the new 
PinS procedure. 

• Discussions with the Sponsor and the FacilitaCon Team, which idenCfied 
addiConal helicopter operators in the region. Some of these might use the PinS 
procedure and are therefore directly impacted. 

Given the very low environmental impact of the ACP (as noted above, about 30 flights 
a year), non-aviaCon organisaCons are not included in the engagement. 

 

Local airspace users were idenCfied from a VFR map1 shown below. 

 
Figure 1: Local airspace users and strips 

 

The following aerodromes, gliding sites and private airstrips were idenCfied to be 
included in the engagement:  

 
 
1 Snapshot of a current VFR map on 2 November 2023 showing area around Brighton. 
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Deanland Ringmer 
KiMyhawk Spilstead Farm 
Hadfold Farm Shoreham airport (Brighton City) 
Palmers Farm Swanborough Farm 
Parham Truleigh Farm 
Lydd airport  

Table 1: Aerodromes, gliding sites and private airstrips close to Brighton 

Lydd airport is included as (although it is 40nm from Brighton) it is a base of HMCG 
that operates in this area. Also Farnborough Lower Airspace Radar Service (LARS) is 
included as it could provide a traffic service to 1500\ which could be part of the 
procedure. 

In addiCon, the following helicopter operators were idenCfied as operaCng in the area: 
NaConal Police Air Service (NPAS), His Majesty’s Coastguard (HMCG) and The 
Children’s Air Ambulance (TCAA). 

Finally, the hospital itself was idenCfied (RSCH Hospital) since it operates the helideck 
used for the PinS.  

Contacts were idenCfied for each of these organisaCons, and they are listed in Annex 
A. 

Although Brighton & Hove City Council was idenCfied by the sponsor in the 
assessment presentaCon as a potenCal engagement stakeholder, it was subsequently 
determined that they were not relevant for this targeted engagement as it is not an 
aviaCon stakeholder (operator or airfield, etc). This is because of the very low 
environmental impact of the ACP as described earlier (approximately 30 flights per 
year, which is less than 1% of the total at which an environmental assessment would 
be required as per para 356 of CAP1616).  
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3 Descrip*on of engagement 

3.1 Introduc4on 

This secCon describes the expected engagement. 

3.2 Engagement dates 

The following table shows the engagement dates.  

Engagement start 8 December 2023 
Reminder email sent 12 January 2024 
Engagement close 26 January 2024 

Table 2: Engagement dates 

An engagement period of 6 weeks is proposed due to the targeted nature of the 
engagement with an addiConal week added to allow for the Christmas holiday period 
(i.e. total of 7 weeks).  

A reminder will be sent on the date shown in Table 1.  

3.3 No4fica4on of engagement 

A noCficaCon about the engagement will be emailed to each stakeholder at the start 
of the engagement period. The noCficaCon will include the engagement presentaCon 
which includes details of the proposal and instrucCons on how to give feedback. 

Email contact addresses are available for all the idenCfied stakeholders.  

3.4 Response to engagement 

A dedicated email address has been established (ACP-RSCH@specialist-aviaCon.com) 
for the engagement. An online form will be used for feedback. Stakeholders will be 
invited to request a call or Teams meeCng to answer quesCons on the proposal.  

The following stakeholder will be requested for a meeCng since it is parCcularly 
affected: 

• Shoreham airport (a Le`er of Agreement will be required with Shoreham). 

3.5 Changes to the engagement 

If unexpected significant challenges are raised during the engagement that have not 
been foreseen, and a major change is required, or omission idenCfied, then the 
engagement may be extended. In this case, the sponsor will update the engagement 
material and inform all stakeholders of the changes. Stakeholders will be given 
sufficient Cme to consider the changes if this is required. 

3.6 Engagement material 

The engagement will use a PDF presentaCon emailed to stakeholders. It includes: 
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• A descripCon of the proposed opCon, including relevant operaConal procedures, 
including: 

o how it meets the design principles, 

o the impact on safety, 

o the environmental and economic impacts. 

• A discussion of other opCons that were considered but not proposed. 

The PDF is designed for prinCng where preferred. 
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4 Post engagement process 

4.1 Assessment and submission 

A\er the engagement period closes, the sponsor will collect and analyse all responses 
that have been received during the engagement. It will then assess whether to update 
the design of the proposed opCon. 

An Engagement Summary Report will be produced summarising the feedback, the 
response and any changes (if any) to the final design as a result of the responses.  

4.2 Submission of the ACP 

Once the design is finalised, the formal Airspace Change Proposal will be submi`ed to 
the CAA. The target for this submission is 11 March 2024. 
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A List of engagement stakeholders 
 

NATMAC 

Organisa(on Contact Name Email 

Airport Operators AssociaGon (AOA) Adele Gammarano 
Rupinder Pamme 

AdeleGammarano@aoa.org.uk 
rupinderpamme@aoa.org.uk 

Airfield Operators Group (AOG) Mark Gibb  
Ann Bartaby 

mark.gibb@goodwood.com 
ann@bartaby.org 

AircraR Owners and Pilots AssociaGon 
(AOPA) 

MarGn Robinson marGn@aopa.co.uk 

Airspace Change Organising Group 
(ACOG) 

Mark Swan mark.swan@acog.aero 

AssociaGon of Remotely Piloted 
AircraR Systems UK (ARPAS-UK)  

Rupert Dent rupertdent@arpas.uk 

BriGsh Airline Pilots AssociaGon 
(BALPA)  

Mike Thrower 
Joji Waites 

MikeThrower@balpa.org 
JojiWaites@balpa.org 

BriGsh Balloon and Airship Club  Mike Gunston mikegunston@bGnternet.com 

BriGsh Business and General AviaGon 
AssociaGon (BBGA) 

Marc Bailey marc.bailey@bbga.aero 

BriGsh Gliding AssociaGon (BGA) Pete Stra]en pete@gliding.co.uk 

BriGsh Helicopter AssociaGon (BHA) Tim Fauchon ceo@briGshhelicopterassociaGon.org 

BriGsh Microlight AircraR AssociaGon 
(BMAA)  

Rob Hughes rob.hughes@bmaa.org 
adrian.whitmarsh1@gmail.com 

BriGsh Skydiving Jeff Montgomery  jeff@briGshskydiving.org 

Drone Major William Arinze 
Robert Garbe] 

william.arinze@dronemajorgroup.com 
robert@dronemajorgroup.com 

General AviaGon Alliance (GAA) Tom Hardie 
Roger Hopkinson 

Prog.man@gaalliance.org.uk 
rogerrv6a@yahoo.co.uk 

Guild of Air Traffic Control Officers 
(GATCO)  

Luis Barbero luis.barbero@gatco.org 

Honourable Company of Air Pilots 
(HCAP) 

Nick Goodwyn daa@airpilots.org 

Helicopter Club of Great Britain (HCGB) Jeremy James jeremy@ryelands.net 

Light AircraR AssociaGon (LAA) Simon Tilling simon.Glling@laa.uk.com  

Military AviaGon Authority (MAA) Cdr Lynne Crompton lynne.crompton368@mod.gov.uk 

Ministry of Defence - Defence Airspace 
and Air Traffic Management (MoD 
DAATM) 

Gp Capt Jonathan 
Whitworth  

DAATM-AirspaceConsultaGon@mod.gov.uk 
Jonathan.Whitworth140@mod.gov.uk 

NATS  Michael CockcroR  
Chris Porter 

michael.cockcroR@nats.co.uk 
chris.porter@nats.co.uk 
 

Navy Command HQ Lt Cdr Andrew Plenty 
Lr Cdr Trish Chacield 

Andrew.Plenty820@mod.gov.uk 
patricia.chacield304@mod.gov.uk 

PPL/IR (Europe)  Timothy Nathan representaGon@pplir.org 
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Gmothy@tdn.email 

UK Airprox Board (UKAB) Simon Oldfield simon.oldfield@airproxboard.org.uk 
CC: admin@airproxboard.org.uk 

UK Flight Safety Commi]ee (UKFSC) Dai Whijngham chief.execuGve@ukfsc.co.uk 

United States VisiGng Forces (USVF), 
HQ United States Country Rep-UK (HQ 
USCR-UK).  

James Fuller james.fuller.19.gb@us.af.mil 

 
The following NATMAC members were removed from the engagement as not relevant to this 
airspace or because they are not an organisaCon relevant to the targeCng of the 
engagement: Airlines UK, AviaCon Environment FederaCon, BriCsh Airways, Heavy Airlines, 
Isle of Man CAA, BAe Systems and Low Fares Airlines. 

 
Other stakeholders 

Organisa(on/role Contact Name Email 
Deanland Airfield David Brook 

Charles Price 
david@deanland-airfield.co.uk 
charles@deanland-airfield.co.uk 

Hadfold Farm Airstrip Pete Coleman Peterc.apt@outlook.com 

His Majesty’s Coastguard (HMCG) Stuart Cunliffe 
Neil Robertson 

stuart.cunliffe@bristowgroup.com 
neil.robertson@bristowgroup.com 

Farnborough Lower Airspace Radar 
Service (LARS) 

James Granger 
Alex Culley 

James.GRANGER@nats.co.uk 
alex.culley@nats.co.uk 

Ki]yhawk Aerodrome Oliver Rupert Tseliki 
Benjamin Tseliki 

info@ki]yhawk.farm 

Lydd airport David Hainsworth 
Tim Maskens 

davidh@lydd-airport.co.uk 
Gm.maskens@lydd-airport.co.uk 

NaGonal Police Air Service (NPAS) Paul Wa]s Paul.wa]s@npas.police.uk 

Palmers Farm Airstrip Tony Palmer palmersfarm@sky.com 

Parham Airfield Peter Kindred parhamairfield@yahoo.co.uk 

Ringmer Airfield  accounts@sussexgliding.co.uk 

Shoreham Airport (Brighton City) James Latham james.latham@shorehamairport.co.uk 

Spilstead Farm Airfield  info@cristalair.co.uk 

Swanborough Farm Steve Hipwell  
David Cowden  
David Sco]  

swanboroughaeroclub@gmail.co.uk 

The Children’s Air Ambulance (TCAA) J Moore 
G Spender 

JMoore@sloanehelicopters.com 
GSpender@sloanehelicopters.com 

Truleigh Farm Airstrip Sandra Windus sandrawindus@gmail.com 

 

   


