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1 Portland Heliport ATZ/FRZ Airspace 
Change Proposal 

1.1 Introduction 

This document forms part of the required document set in accordance with guidance 
contained in CAP 1616 Airspace Change Process (version 5) and the Safety and 
Airspace Regulation Group (SARG) Policy Statement 115 Establishment of 
Aerodrome Traffic Zones (ATZ).  

In accordance with the additional CAA guidance, formal consultation was not 
necessary. However, engagement with key stakeholders was undertaken and this 
document provides evidence that describes that activity before it collates, 
categorises, and reviews the responses received in line with the regulatory 
requirements. 

1.2 Current Status of this Airspace Change Proposal 

HeliOperations Limited initiated this ACP (ACP-2022-050) in July 2022 following the 
process set down in the CAA publication, CAP 1616. The ACP is currently at Stage 3 
(CONSULT) of the ACP process. 

At the initial stages and commencement of Stage 1 (ASSESS) of the CAA CAP1616 
(Fourth Edition, March 2021) process, this ACP was graded as a level 2C ACP. It was 
further endorsed by CAA that the SARG Policy Statement 115 for the Establishment 
of an Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) would be the principal guidance for this ACP.  In 
November 2023, and in anticipation of the Fifth Edition of the CAP1616, the CAA 
notified the Change Sponsor that this ACP is to be reclassified and downgraded to a 
Level 3 ACP1 due to the low impact on both aviation and non-aviation stakeholders. 

The engagement period commenced on Wednesday 17th November 2023 and ended 
on Wednesday 12th January 2024.  The engagement was hosted on the CAA’s online 
consultation portal, Citizen Space and directly distributed to specified stakeholders 
via email, and non-specified stakeholders through the National Air Traffic 
Management Advisory Committee (NATMAC). 

 

 

 
1 Email CAA to Osprey dated 31 October 2023 (16:37). 
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2 Engagement Approach 

2.1 Approach: How will we Engage? 

The principal form of engagement was through direct email correspondence with the 
Stakeholders (Annex 2). The email contained both the proposal material for 
stakeholder review and guidance to stakeholders on the official engagement period. 

The engagement was hosted on the CAA Consultation Hub ‘Citizen Space’, a public 
online consultation platform for sharing information about Airspace Change 
Proposals. This portal holds relevant information for interested parties and 
stakeholders, including the engagement material/document which outlines the 
details of the proposed changes and their potential impacts. 

The outline of the engagement period, as agreed with CAA, would consist of an eight-
week period, with a mid-period email reminder to all stakeholders. The length of the 
ACP engagement period is deemed appropriate in-line with a Level 3 ACP and the 
establishment of an ATZ policy statement2, compared to a high graded ACP level. This 
is principally due to a limited number of available options when a) establishing an 
ATZ, and b) options for ATZ lateral limits.  

2.2 Engagement Stakeholders – The Audience 

The engagement activity aims to connect with a diverse audience. A list of 
stakeholders was identified (Annex 1) for this ACP process and the Change Sponsor 
intends to conduct engagement with this set of stakeholders. 

2.2.1 National Organisations 

The Change Sponsor engaged with the National Air Traffic Management Advisory 
Committee (NATMAC) and requested that information is forwarded to their 
members for onward transmission to their respective organisations. 

2.2.2 Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

As a mandatory stakeholder in all airspace change, the Change Sponsor also directly 
engaged with the MOD through individual stakeholders and their ATM organisation 
(DAATM).  

2.2.3 Adjacent Airports / Air Navigation Service Providers 

During the projects initial geospatial evaluation of stakeholders, Bournemouth 
International Airport (BIA) was identified as the nearest major aviation hub to 
Portland Heliport. The distance between BIA and Portland Heliport was used to 
define an area of interest (AOI) surrounding Portland Heliport. This AOI highlighted 
several key local Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) and Airports in which the 
Change Sponsor will continue to work closely throughout this ACP. 

 
2 SARG policy statement 115 – Aerodrome Traffic Zones (ATZ) – Dated 19 December 2019 
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2.2.4 Local General Aviation 

The Change Sponsor engaged with General Aviation (GA) community through 
NATMAC and directly where local GA clubs and airfields were likely to be interested 
in changes and access to local volumes of airspace; these organisations are listed in 
Table 6 at Appendix A2. 

2.2.5 Non-Aviation Government Facilities 

Portland is uniquely situated and near HM Prisons on the Portland Peninsula. Due to 
the proposed lateral limits of a 2nm ATZ and collocated FRZ proposal, HM Prison 
Governors will be directly engaged to comment on any potential impacts. 

2.3 Engagement Document 

The engagement documentation (Annex 2) provided information on the proposed 
change and the options that were being considered. These engagement materials 
sought to provide those engaged with sufficient information to form a reasonable 
understanding of proposed change so they would be able to respond with a clear 
description of how they might be affected. The engagement material was written in 
clear and accessible language and included a non-technical explanation for non-
specialists, as far as this is possible.   

2.3.1 Reminders 

The Change Sponsor sent a follow-up email just at the mid-point of the engagement 
(4-weeks after the launch) to the targeted stakeholders reminding them of the 
closing date. 
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                       Figure 2 - Representation of a standard 2nm ATZ/FRZ overlap of EG D014. 

The DAATM caveat has led to the development of two further ACP options (for 
options a-c see engagement material (Annex2)). These expanded options are both 
derived from the original published Option c. 

• Option ci: The establishment of a standard 2nm ATZ, and collocated FRZ 
(based on the Portland Heliport Aerodrome Reporting Point (ARP)). The ATZ 
overlap area of EG D014 would not cede primacy to the DA Controlling 
Authority during its activation times. An agreement to determine controlling 
authority periods between the proposed ATZ and EG D014 (Portland) will be 
established via MOU or LOA between Portland Heliport and the danger area 
Controlling Authority. 

Considerations of Option ci: This option retains the standard 2nm 
dimensions of a standard ATZ/FRZ3. However, any boundary overlaps 
between EG D014 and the proposed ATZ brings a complexity of divided 
controlling authorities.  

DAATM have stated that during the operational timings of the danger area, 
the ATZ overlap area would be ceded to the danger areas controlling 
authority. However, during non-activation timings of the danger area, the 
Danger Areas Crossing Service (DACS) stipulates, in the Civil AIP, a continual 
controlling authority to Swanwick Mil via London Information frequency4. 

This option would require a formal Letter of Agreement (LOA) or 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between both parties to be put in 
place prior to ATZ/FRZ activation. 

 
 

 
3 SARG policy statement – Aerodrome Traffic Zones (ATZ) – Dated 19 December 2019 
4 UK Civil AIP: ENR 5 Navigational Warnings, ENR 5.1 Prohibited, Restricted and Dander Areas 
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4 Conclusion 

4.1 Conclusion 

The CAA approved eight-week engagement period has drawn a minimal number of 
responses from identified stakeholders. However, this period was considered by CAA 
to be a sufficient period to allow stakeholders enough time to consider the proposal 
and discuss the options before providing a response. This period has allowed all 
aviation and non-aviation stakeholders an opportunity to contribute to the airspace 
change proposal. 

Having received no objections to the proposed establishment of a 2nm ATZ/FRZ at 
Portland Heliport, the Change Sponsor wishes to proceed to the submit stage of the 
ACP process. Having fully considered the supporting Safety Assessment alongside 
stakeholder responses, the Change Sponsor has elected for option cii which is the 
establishment of a non-standard 2nm ATZ/FRZ at Portland Heliport. Details of the 
ATZ application can be found in the Policy Statement 115 – Appendix 1 Application 
document attached to this ACP submission. 

4.2 Next Steps 

As a Level 3 ACP (effective 02 January 2024), and in agreement with CAA, the Change 
Sponsor is now submitting this document and other supporting documentation to 
CAA on the 19th January 2024. The Change Sponsor understands the CAA will review 
and evaluate the Portland Heliport ACP (ACP-2022-050) submission over a ten-week 
period. This submission includes: 

a. Engagement material including: Collation, categorisation and review of 
responses. 

b. Safety Assessment. 

c. SARG Policy Statement 115 for the Establishment of an Aerodrome Traffic 
Zone (ATZ) – Appendix 1 Application. 

A CAA decision is anticipated on or around 29th March 2024. Should the CAA decision 
result in a positive ACP outcome, and accounting for any required conditions and 
recommendations CAA may add, this ACP will advance to the IMPLEMENTATION 
stage of the ACP process5.  

 

 
5 Iaw SARG Policy 115: Establishment & Dimensions of an ATZ – 19 December 2019 – Annex B  
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A2 Engagement Material 

Annex 2 contains a replication of the ACP engagement material submitted to stakeholders for 
review between 17th November 2023 to 12th January 2024. 
 
Date: 17/11/2023 
Ref: ACP-2022-050 
Osprey Ref: 71743-004 
 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Portland Heliport CAP 1616 ACP-2022-050 - Stakeholder Engagement 

Invitation for Stakeholders to Comment 

The purpose of this document is to invite recipients to comment on the proposed changes, 
detailed herein, with respect to the implementation of an Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) and a 
Flight Restriction Zone (FRZ) at the Portland Heliport situated on the Isle of Portland in 
southern Dorset. In accordance with regulatory guidelines, Portland Heliport are eager to 
receive any feedback from stakeholders who feel they might possibly be affected by its planned 
changes. 

The introduction of an ATZ and FRZ will enhance safety and efficiency for aircraft operating in 
the area. The ATZ will provide a controlled airspace environment for helicopters and other 
aircraft, reducing the risk of mid-air collisions. It will also provide a dedicated frequency for 
pilots to communicate with air traffic control, improving situational awareness and 
coordination. The ATZ will be implemented in conjunction with an Aerodrome Flight 
Information Service (AFIS), which will provide pilots with essential information about the 
heliport and the surrounding airspace. The ATZ and AFIS will work together to ensure that all 
aircraft operating in the area are aware of each other and can safely coexist. 

Stakeholder Responses 

Stakeholders are requested to respond with their views on this proposal, via one of the 
following methods, before 12th January 2024: 

• CAA Airspace Change Portal (Link) 
• CAA Citizen Space page (Link) 
• Email (Link)  

Background 

The Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) had been raised in accordance with CAA’s CAP 16166. 
Portland Heliport (ICAO Code EGDP) is situated in Class G airspace and is operated by the 
defence contractor HeliOperations Ltd, governed by the Civil Aviation Authority. Portland 
became a licenced heliport in October 2023. At present, Portland Heliport provides direct 
support to rotary activity for the Royal Navy (RN), Joint Helicopter Force (JHF), and alliance 

 
6 Airspace Change – Guidance on the regulatory process for changing the notified airspace design and planned and 
permanent redistribution of air traffic, and on providing airspace information.  
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Portland Heliport is located within Class G Airspace near Portland Harbour, Dorset, and 
currently comes under the broad jurisdiction of the Military Aviation Authority (MAA)8. 
The Heliport is an ex-military establishment and has been operated by HeliOperations Ltd 
since 2017 and their current focus is to deliver flying training of Search and Rescue Pilots 
to the Federal German Navy in Sea King Mark 5 aircraft.  

The Heliport is utilised 5 days a week9, with occasional weekend activity, for flying training 
and supports the UK MOD including the Royal Navy and Joint Helicopter Force whilst they 
conduct operations, including those within the Portland Danger Area complex, which can 
often be at short notice, or out of hours.  

Due to the nature of the flying training operations at the Heliport, and to improve safety 
during the critical stages of flight for aircraft with significant wake vortex, HeliOperations 
Ltd wish to establish an Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) to assist in protecting the 
aerodrome traffic on the manoeuvring area and air traffic in the immediate vicinity of the 
Heliport during landing/take-off. In addition, the establishment of an associated Flight 
Restriction Zone (FRZ) of the same dimensions as the proposed ATZ would also enhance 
safety for other airspace users within the vicinity of the aerodrome and further protect 
users of the aerodrome during the critical stages of flight.  

Proposed Airspace Solution 

Both the ATZ and FRZ coupled with an AFIS10 
would reduce the potential for an incident in the 
vicinity of the aerodrome as pilots and operators 
would be able to obtain information from 
Portland Heliport to enable their flights to be 
conducted safely within the Zone. Furthermore, 
there would be an increase in situational 
awareness of all known traffic in close proximity 
to the heliport by those transiting by maintaining 
a continuous monitoring for incoming 
communications on a specific frequency.  

It is understood that the establishment of an ATZ 
will be progressed as a Level 2C airspace change 
in accordance with CAP 1616 Airspace Design and 
it is assumed that this proposal would be 
considered in accordance with the CAA SARG ATZ 
Policy dated December 2019. 

Due to the recent amends of CAP 1616 (effective 
2nd January 2024), the CAA has notified the 
Change Sponsor that this ACP will be progressed 
as a Level 3 Airspace Change. 

 

 

 
8 SoN submitted September 2022. From Oct 2023, Portland Heliport comes under CAA authority as a licenced 
heliport. 
9 Proposed new timings should read: Monday - Thursday 0900-1600 (0800-1500Z) and Fri 0900-1200 (0800-
1100Z). Outside Hours by NOTAM. 
10 Current AFIS includes a AGROM capability, Portland is aspiring to FISO post the successful ACP implementation. 

Figure 5 - AD 3-EGDP-4-1 Portland Heliport 
inbound/Outbound Flight Procedures (UK Civil AIP (NATS)) 
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Benefits of this Airspace Change 

The establishment of an ATZ and a co-located FRZ should result in the following benefits: 

• Improved positive two-way communication between Portland, military, and 
GA users due to the Portland Heliport AFIS and potential system upgrade. 

• An increase of situational awareness due to the provision of published 
Heliport and traffic information during ATZ opening hours. 

• An enhancement of mitigation to reduce the likelihood of loss of separation, 
which could lead to possible Airprox and/or Mid-Air Collision. 

Considered Options.  

During consideration of mitigation options for the identified risks, the following potential 
solutions studied: 

a. Do Nothing. This would not address any of the communication, control and 
safety concerns that led to this ACP. 

b. Propose an ATZ11. An ATZ is defined as a cylindrical volume of airspace 
around a licensed civilian aerodrome. An ATZ is established to provide 
protection to aircraft during the critical stages of flight when departing, 
arriving, and flying in the vicinity of an aerodrome. As the ‘Do Minimum’ 
option, an ATZ would provide access to airspace in accordance with Rule 11 
and this solution addresses some communication and safety concerns.  

c. Propose an ATZ, with a collocated FRZ12. The addition of an FRZ which is 
defined as a cylindrical volume of airspace which mirrors the dimensions of 
an aerodrome ATZ. The establishment of an FRZ13 would further protect the 
heliport from unauthorised drones and UAVs operating without permission 
within the vicinity of Portland14. 

Due to location of Portland, and the nature of the flying training operations at the Heliport, and 
to improve safety during the critical stages of flight for aircraft with significant wake vortex, 
HeliOperations Ltd wish to establish an ATZ with a co-located FRZ.  

Engagement with the MoD 

Portland Heliport is currently used by the MoD to support their operations. The current 
proposal for an ATZ/FRZ of 2nm will infringe slightly into DA 014 (Portland West). Figure 6 
(below) depicts the ATZ/FRZ volume of airspace affected by this infringement. 

The Change Sponsor has commenced engagement with the Defence Airspace and Air Traffic 
Management (DAATM) organisation and will engage with the controlling authority of DA 014 
(Portland West) to ensure that any potential infringements and concerns are safely mitigated 
via a letter of agreement (LOA), if deemed required. 

 

 
11 SARG Policy 115: Establishment & Dimensions of an ATZ – 19 December 2019 
12 Airspace restrictions for remotely piloted aircraft and drones (CAA Website) 
13 Air Navigational Order 2019 – Section 4. 
14 CAP 722 – Unmanned Aircraft System Operations in UK Airspace – Policy & Guidance. 
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A3 Stakeholder Engagement 
Communications  

A3.1 Forms of Engagement 

The Portland Heliport ACP Change Sponsor has approached the ENGAGEMENT phase 
of the airspace change process through the adoption of two methods of engaging 
with the stakeholder community. The first method adopted a targeted approach 
which identified key stakeholders (See Annex 1) which are more likely to have a 
direct investment on the outcome of this ACP. These key stakeholders were directly 
emailed with the engagement material and asked for comment. The second approach 
took an indirect and more open-sourced route by promoting the ACP engagement 
material on CAA’s Citizen Space website. This approach provided a fully transparent 
engagement mechanism which allows non-identified stakeholders to comment on 
the ACP. 

A3.1.1 Initial Engagement Email 

An email was sent (17th November 2023) to identified stakeholders informing them 
of the engagement launch and included the engagement materials (Annex 2). 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Proposed establishment of an Air Traffic Zone and Flight Restricted Zone at 
Portland heliport. 

Osprey Consulting Services Ltd have identified you as a key stakeholder to the above 
engagement and would like to invite you to respond to the proposed introduction of a 
new Air Traffic Zone (ATZ) and a Flight Restriction Zone (FRZ) located at Portland 
Heliport. 

The engagement is open for 8 weeks from 17th November 2023 to 12th January 2021. 

The engagement material is available, either through CAA’s Citizens Space page, the 
CAA Airspace Change Portal, or attached to this email. 

Please can I request you take the time to consider this proposal and respond via one of 
the methods described in the engagement material.  

All feedback is valuable, whether you support, object or are indifferent to these 
proposed changes. 

 

Thank you in advance. 

 

  

 – Airports & Airspace 

Osprey Consulting Services Ltd 
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A4.13 Response 07A: Formal WHG&PG Club Response Letter 

Date: 11/01/2024 

 






