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 The sponsor provided raw data to support their final airspace change proposal comprising: 
• Launch email to stakeholders with engagement letter 
• Power point presentation that was delivered to NATS on 6 December 2023 
• Email correspondence with stakeholders 
• Completed feedback forms. 

 
The sponsor received 9 stakeholder responses.  Issues raised during engagement and the sponsor’s response to those issues have been 
captured within the Summary of Stakeholder Engagement report (V1.1).  All raw data engagement feedback has been reviewed by the CAA. 
Stakeholder responses and the sponsor’s response to the issues raised is set out below: 
 
Danger Area Crossing Service (DACS) 
Babcock, as the aviation partner of the East Anglia Air Ambulance (EAAA) operating from Norwich and Cambridge Airports, stated that they 
would not object to the ACP if a DACS was available to enable entry in accordance with Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) 
tasking.  
DAATM stated there was a need for DACS provision due to military activity in the area.  This included extensive use by fast jets for training 
up to FL245 by RAF Coningsby, RAF Lakenheath and RAF Marham airspace users, close air support and forward air control exercises 
supported by fast jets, F-35B Practice Flame Out (PFO) approaches and Lakenheath departures and arrivals routing through Marham 
overhead to and from the D323 complex.  
Cambridge Gliding Club provided feedback on the importance of East Anglia for gliding activities and asked for impact on glider pilots to be 
minimised. They requested a DACS provision that was not dependent on the availability of a transponder saying that relatively few gliders 
are transponder equipped.  
 
Sponsor’s response: A DACS will be available during all periods of the TDA activation from Marham ATC. Non-transponder aircraft will be 
able to obtain a DACS provided they are radio-equipped. A Danger Area Activity Information Service (DAAIS) will be available from Marham 
ATC during TDA hours of activation and ATC opening hours. The sponsor has stated within their trial plan that DACS requests will be denied 
while Protector is actually operating within the TDA, and they assess the impact of this to be a worst-case delay of 10 – 15 minutes per 
event. 
After the engagement activity had closed, the sponsor asked NATS if a DAAIS could be provided by London Flight Information Service (FIS) 
when RAF Marham Air Traffic Control (ATC) was closed. NATS confirmed that this service would be provided.  
 
Access to power lines 



 

CAP1616 Airspace Change Targeted Engagement or Consultation Assessment – Temporary Airspace Changes Page 5 of 9 

OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.  

OFFICIAL - Public 

National Grid provided feedback that, as long as a DACS could co-ordinate access to powerline inspection helicopters operating below 500ft 
Above Ground Level (AGL), they would not object. 
 
Sponsor’s response: Minimal disruption is anticipated.  The airspace will be activated by NOTAM. There are only likely to be 2 occasions 
during the duration of the TDA when Protector is expected to trial RAF Marham as a diversion airfield. At other times, a DACS is likely to be 
similar to crossing the Military Aerodrome Traffic Zone (MATZ), pending routine activity at RAF Marham.  The worst-case scenario will be 
for National Grid to be held off until Protector has landed or cleared the TDA.  
 
Designation of airspace as Class C airspace 
East Winch Airfield (referred to as being directly under the proposed airspace area) requested that the sponsor avoid use of a Danger Area 
(DA) and instead designate the airspace as controlled Class C airspace and allocate a squawk for both visiting and home aircraft operating in 
the area. Broughton South Airfield made the same request, raising concerns regarding having to find a suitable General Aviation (GA) field 
outside the proposed area due to significant costs that would be incurred in transportation and potential overnight stays.  
 
Sponsor’s response: Class C airspace option has been considered but ruled out due to three considerations. Firstly, to maintain Flexible Use 
Airspace (FUA) as the hours of activation of Class C airspace have to be notified in the UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) and so 
it would be active during potentially many hours/days when Protector would not be flying and could not be activated for short-notice 
defence requirements outside promulgated hours. Secondly as Class C airspace has to be managed at all times by Air Traffic Control (ATC) 
the MoD would have to provide an ATC service to other airspace users potentially outside RAF Marham’s opening hours and during the 
hours/days that Protector is not scheduled to fly.  Thirdly restrictions would have to be placed on other airspace users for example by 
having to carry a radio.  
As a result of this stakeholder feedback the sponsor revised the airspace design to incorporate a vertical internal division, thereby splitting 
the airspace into 2 sectors to improve FUA and to minimise impact on local airspace users by facilitating more expeditious air traffic 
management (ATM).  
 
Reduce or adapt radius of airspace design. 
A private pilot at East Winch Airfield commented that there must be flexibility to accommodate the needs of the Airfield with it being 
operational 7 days per week.  They requested that the proposed radius be reduced from 5nm to 4.5nm to exclude their Airfield or that the 
radius be adapted to the north to exclude the Airfield. 
 
Sponsor’s response: The MoD is aware of the impact that the airspace may have on General Aviation (GA) activity in general and airfields 
like East Winch in particular. The radius of the airspace has been pared down to 5nm following close work with the aircraft’s manufacturer 
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and in-service personnel. Reducing the radius further than 5nm or adapting the shape is not possible due to the Automatic Take-Off and 
Landing Capability (ATLC) requirement proved during ACP 2023 – 003 (TDA for Protector Test and Evaluation Flying at RAF Waddington). 
The design of the airspace cylinder will be split into 2 sectors to minimise impact to local airspace users. 
 
Increased workload for ATC Marham 
DAATM raised what they referred to as minor impacts in that management of the TDA and DACS provision would mean an increase in ATC 
workload for Marham and would add another layer to flight planning for crews within congested airspace. 
 
Sponsor’s response: The sponsor does not appear to have specifically responded to this issue. They have stated that RAF Marham ATC will 
be staffed at all times during Protector operations and there are to be two planned diversions to RAF Marham during the duration of the 
TDA with each diversion involving an arrival and departure from RAF Marham. (The TDA will need to be active for all Protector flying 
though, including sorties from RAF Waddington when a planned diversion is not expected. A DACS is being provided during all periods of 
the TDA activation from Marham ATC). 
 
CAA Safety Buffer Policy 
NATS/NERL responded that given the location and dimensions of the proposed airspace, they anticipated little impact for NERL.  With the 
proposed airspace contained entirely within Class G airspace up to Flight Level (FL) 195 away from other airspace structures, they stated 
that no current Air Traffic Services (ATS) routes would be impacted.  As a result, NATS/NERL considered the Buffer Policy to not be a 
significant factor.  This view was confirmed in a meeting with the sponsor (December 2023) on sight of the application for dispensation 
from the Safety Buffer Policy. 
 
Sponsor’s response: Lateral dispensation from the CAA Safety Buffer Policy is not required as there is no controlled airspace (CAS) within 
5nm of the proposed TDA. Vertical dispensation is sought as the upper limit of the proposed TDA directly abuts the lower limit of Class C 
airspace.  
Application for Dispensation from CAA Special Use Airspace – Safety Buffer Policy for Airspace Design Purposes is contained within 
Appendix C to the sponsor’s trial plan Enabling T&E activity of Protector in UK airspace Spring/Summer 2023 - 20240130 ACP-2023-
047 TDA Submission V1.1.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com) 
 
Other feedback from NATS 
NATS asked for more detail on flying timings and operations.  They expressed concern regarding this model of airspace being transposed 
for any future requirements for diversion locations where the airspace may be more challenging.  They stated that the proposal and 
engagement material make several assumptions, notably that Protector Flights will take place in Class C airspace or a Temporary Reserved 










