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the operational suitability of the dimensions of the TDA, the impact on other airspace users and associated operational procedures.     

The proposed TDA comprises a 5 NM cylinder centred on RAF Marham. The airspace is divided into two vertical segments, the lower volume extending 
from SFC to FL105 and the upper volume from FL105 to FL195.  The inclusion of vertical segments to the TDA was introduced in response to feedback 
from aviation stakeholders to reduce impacts on other airspace users when Protector was operating within the airspace, see figures 1 and 2 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The airspace trial is scheduled to commence in June 2024 for a duration of 6 months.  Two planned diversions to RAF Marham will be conducted in the 
period 1 June – 30 November 2024 with each diversion to include an arrival and departure.  The TDA at RAF Marham will be activated for all Protector 
sorties from RAF Waddington including when there are no planned diversions (i.e. TDA will be active but not necessarily utilised).  This is to enable 
Protector to access RAF Marham as a diversion airfield should RAF Waddington becomes unavailable due to unforeseen circumstances.  The TDA will be 
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traffic, up to 7,000 feet must be provided. 

The diagrams should be of sufficient detail for those affected to identify where they live in relation of the changes in traffic pattern. 

 For ACPs sponsored by the MoD, environmental impacts that are a direct result of military aircraft or military operations (including civil 
aircraft carrying out military function under contract) are not required to be considered or assessed. However, consequential 
environmental impacts from other airspace users (i.e. civil aviation) that are a result of the proposed change must be assessed in 
accordance with Level 1 or Level 2.  (CAP1616 v4 paragraph B42). 

The change sponsor has provided a qualitative description of changes to traffic patterns but has identified that the surrounding airspace 
is Class G, uncontrolled airspace, which means that the activity of other airspace users is difficult to predict with any certainty.   

The change sponsor has described other military activity in the vicinity of RAF Marham associated with RAF Coningsby, RAF Lakenheath 
and RAF Mildenhall and identified Norwich Airport (NAL) approximately 20NM east of RAF Marham, which is served by a Control Zone 
(CTR) and Control Area (CTA) both up to 4,000 ft.  An LOA is in place to facilitate safe ATC service to traffic to and from NAL and aircraft 
operating under the control of RAF Marham.  The area is also populated by numerous civil airfields and airstrips supporting leisure flying 
(general aviation, gliding, paragliding and parachute activity). The change sponsor has identified East Winch and Broughton (North and 
South) private landing strips, which are within the RAF Marham Military Aerodrome Traffic Zone (MATZ).  LOAs have been implemented 
between these airfields, in addition to agreements with Rookery Farm, Great Massingham and Southery Airfields which are also situated 
in the local vicinity.   

The change sponsor has indicated that whilst the MATZ is not a mandatory avoid for civil pilots, most call RAF Marham ATC when flying in 
proximity to the aerodrome and when requiring to transit within 5 nm of RAF Marham. A qualitative assessment was obtained from 
Marham ATC regarding the number of requests from civil airspace users to cross overhead RAF Marham (both inside and outside the 
MATZ).  On an average day, Marham ATC estimated that they receive approximately 20 requests for MATZ and overhead crossings from 
general aviation (GA) passing within 5 nm overhead and operating below 7000 ft above aerodrome level (AAL).  Of that total, up to 10 are 
estimated to cross above the MATZ.  The total number of overhead crossings (inside and outside the MATZ) may peak to the high 20s on 
the busiest flying days but is estimated to be less than 30 on any given day.  

The change sponsor has also submitted a quantified monthly breakdown of MATZ crossing requests for the 12-month period October 
2022 to September 2023 inclusive.  The figures apply to requests for Monday to Friday only as Marham ATC does not routinely operate at 
the weekends.  The highest number was recorded in June 2023 with 83 crossing requests. The change sponsor has calculated that this 
equates to a weekly total of just over 19 requests.  Based on an assumption of 2 or 3 busy flying days in any given week, the data suggests 
an average of 6 – 10 MATZ crossing requests per day. These can be added to the estimate of up to 10 crossing requests above the MATZ 
which supports the qualitative estimate of 20 crossings per day of the Marham MATZ and overhead. 

It is noted that whist the TDA may be activated, it will only be accessed by Protector on two occasions during the trial period for planned 














