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There are no assurances that the current airspace structures will meet the operational and safety requirements of any new operation, 
nor that they will have been considered against the requirements of Section 70 of the Transport Act 2000, including the interests of other 
airspace users and any noise/environmental impacts. Different aircraft types, new Instrument Flight Procedures, numbers of flights etc 
and other local factors may lead to a determination that the current airspace design is not appropriate. 

Indeed, the 2017 Post Implementation Report of the current Doncaster Sheffield Airport Controlled Airspace (implemented in 2008) 
identified that whilst safe and functional, it was not as efficient as it might be especially when considering up-to-date airspace policies 
and concepts. These policies and concepts have continued to evolve as the UK undertakes significant change under the Airspace 
Modernisation Strategy – these aspects need to be taken into account for any future re-opening of the airport. 

Any new operator will need to consider their intentions for the airport, developing a plan for how they will establish appropriate 
capabilities that meet with safety and operational requirements, whilst considering the local environment and the needs of potentially 
affected parties. Airspace requirements are an intrinsic part of this evolution and there should be no assumptions made that the current 
airspace design would be safe, efficient, and appropriate. Indeed, there can be no assumptions made at this time that Controlled 
Airspace is even required. 

• Recommendation 

All airspace structures associated with Doncaster Sheffield Airport should be permanently disestablished through an amendment to the 
Aeronautical Information Publication. These include FRZ, RPZs, ATZ, CTR, CTAs, IFPs. 

• Decision on whether to call-in made 

12 May 2025 

• AIC Publication date – 24 Jul 25 

• AIP to be updated AIRAC 09/2025 – 4 Sep 25 
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• The CAA were informed 16th Nov 2022 that provision of ATS will remain and no redundancies would be made. 

• The CAA paused the ACP 17th Nov 2022 and issued a statement on the CAA Airspace Change Portal. 

• The CAA held a progress meeting on 23rd Nov 2022 and were informed that a request for a Judicial Review (re the 
closure) was being considered and as such the provision of an ATS would remain in place until at least 2nd Dec 2022. 

• The CAA were formally told on 28th Nov 2022 that the contract for the provision an ATS would terminate 2359, 2nd Dec 
2022. 

• The CAA held a progress meeting 29th Nov 2022 to agree a Safe course of action, including management and 
promulgation of the NOTAM. 

• The CAA un-paused the ACP 2nd Dec 2022 and took over management of the NOTAM. 

• The CAA received a letter from the CDC 13th Dec 2022, requesting a meeting with the CAA to discuss the future of the 
airspace. 

• The CAA responded to the CDC with a letter on 20th Dec 2022, with an explanation of our response given the removal 
of the provision of an ATS and agreement to meet as required. 

• An internal CAA SME meeting was held 14th Dec 2022 in order to confirm the level of the ACP as described in 
CAP1616. It was provisionally given a Level 2C at the AM and this was confirmed. A statement was uploaded to the Airspace 
Change Portal (16th Dec 2022) explaining the CAA's rationale and the intent to follow the abbreviated methodology described 
in Annex B and Appendix 1 of the CAA Policy Statement ‘Establishment and Dimensions of Aerodrome Traffic Zones (ATZ)’. 

• Leeds Bradford Airport (LBA) submitted a statement of intent to manage the DSA CTAs 8 and 10, on 16th Feb 2022. 

• CDC submitted a letter of consideration to the CAA, seeking a '… a temporary extension of the current airspace 
arrangements…', on the 17th Feb 2022. 

• On the 27th Apr 2022, LBA informed the CAA that, 'Following due consideration and engagement with internal and 
external stakeholders, we would like to withdraw our request to manage Doncaster extant CTAs 8 & 10.' 

• The SofS DfT call-in window opened 18th May 2023. This was to coincide with the extension of the NOTAM from 11th 
May -8th Aug 2023. 

• The SofS DfT call-in window closed 19th Jun 2023 with call-in requests being made on 24th May and 19th Jun 2023. 
The call-in window was extended by 2 days due to an error with the CAA Airspace Change Portal when the window first 
opened. 

• The CAA published CAP2566, CAA Assessment on SofS call-in for ACP2022-082 on 12th Jul 2023. 
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With no Air Traffic Services available at Doncaster Airport and no aircraft operating, the associated published airspace structures 
must be deactivated. This provides safety and clarity for other airspace users through accurate information on services and 
airspace structures. 

In the UK, the guiding principle in establishing a volume of Controlled Airspace is that we must “seek to ensure that the amount 
of controlled airspace is the minimum required to maintain a high standard of air safety and, subject to overriding national 
security or defence requirements, that the needs of all airspace users is reflected on an equitable basis”. 

Where there are changes to an airport operation and/or the provision of Air Traffic Services, there is a need for any supporting 
airspace structures to also be reviewed. This includes where any Instrument Flight Procedures need to be amended as part of a 
review or where there is a new requirement. The purpose being to ensure that the service provider can provide its services in a 
safe, efficient, continuous, and sustainable manner, consistent with any foreseen level of overall demand for a given airspace. 

Whilst the airspace environment is an important consideration when opening/operating an airfield, the absence of Controlled 
Airspace does not in itself prevent safe operation. There are many examples in the UK of different types of airfield operating 
safely without the provision of Controlled Airspace, including those supporting Commercial Air Transport for fare-paying 
passengers. 

With no clear plan to reinstate the provision of Air Traffic Services the Proposal to permanently remove the airspace structures 
associated with Doncaster Sheffield Airport achieves the obligations as described in ICAO Standards and CAA publications. It 
cannot be assumed that the current airspace structures would be safe or meet the requirements of any new airport operation. 

 

B.11 Conclusions in respect of requirement to ensure that the amount of controlled airspace is the minimum required to 
maintain a high standard of air safety and, subject to overriding national security or defence requirements, that the 
needs of all airspace users is reflected on an equitable basis.  
NOTE: this section only applies if the CAA is classifying or amending the classification of UK airspace. 

B.11.1 This Proposal meets with the requirement to establish the correct airspace classification in accordance with the Air Traffic 
Services being provided, and that the volume of Controlled Airspace is the minimum required to maintain a high standard of air 
safety, with the needs of all airspace users being reflected on an equitable basis. 

Retaining the existing airspace structures associated with Doncaster Sheffield Airport would not be in accordance with the aims 
and requirements of the Air Navigation Directions (2023) and there is a risk of challenge that any safety, noise, environmental 
and efficiency obligations would not have been tested should a new operation adopt the previous airspace without due 
consideration of its suitability. 
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Further, the Proposal meets with the international obligations for the correct publication of aeronautical information relating to 
airspace structures; where there is no provision of Air Traffic Control there is no requirement for Controlled Airspace. With no 
current clear path to establishing Air Traffic Control or any other Air Traffic Services, this can only be considered as a permanent 
situation and, as such, the airspace should revert to Class G, with this being reflected in the Aeronautical Information 
Publication and on charts as a permanent airspace design. This is also of relevance to other airspace structures that relate to 
the provision of Air Traffic Services and the absence of any aircraft movements. 

 

 
  












