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Please	provide	a	summary	of	the	issue	or	opportunity	this	proposal	is	seeking	to	address	including	any	safety,
operational,	technical,	environmental	or	economic	factors.	

Key	Issue
The	primary	challenge	addressed	by	this	trial	is	the	integration	of	a	diverse	range	of	low-level	airspace	users	within
unsegregated	airspace,	with	a	particular	focus	on	Beyond	Visual	Line	of	Sight	(BVLOS)	UAS	operations.	Under	current
aviation	regulations,	BVLOS	UAS	must	demonstrate	an	equivalent	level	of	safety	to	the	traditional	‘see-and-avoid’
principle	in	order	to	operate	safely	alongside	other	airspace	users.

Environmental	Considerations	–	Noise
StirlingX	recognizes	that	BVLOS	operations	conducted	within	the	Vanguard	BVLOS	Sandbox	may	generate	noise	that	is
perceptible	to	ground-based	stakeholders.	However,	due	to	the	predominantly	rural	nature	and	low	population	density	of
the	operational	corridor,	the	overall	environmental	impact	is	considered	to	be	minimal.

Opportunities
Accommodation	to	Integration	Pathway
The	trial	presents	an	opportunity	to	demonstrate	a	safe,	scalable,	and	phased	approach	to	BVLOS	operations	in
unsegregated	airspace—progressing	from	initial	accommodation	to	full	integration.

Environmental	Efficiency
BVLOS	operations	enable	efficient	linear	asset	surveys	while	minimising	disruption	to	landowners,	wildlife,	and
vegetation.	This	reduces	the	need	for	ground-based	personnel	and	vehicle	access,	thereby	lowering	environmental
intrusion.

Policy	Development
This	initiative	provides	StirlingX	with	a	platform	to	contribute	to	the	development	of	procedures	for	integrating	new
airspace	user	groups	into	unsegregated	airspace.	It	also	aims	to	inform	future	policy	on	the	coexistence	of	crewed	and
uncrewed	aircraft,	and	to	establish	a	robust	risk	assessment	framework	and	criteria	for	routine	BVLOS	operations—
particularly	in	linear	and	construction	corridor	contexts	within	the	UK.

*

Please	provide	a	description	of	the	current	airspace	design	(i.e.	the	airspace	structure	and	flight	procedures)
relevant	to	this	proposal.	

Airspace	Context	and	Proximity	to	Aerodromes
The	proposed	Temporary	Reserved	Area	(TRA)	is	situated	in	proximity	to	two	aerodromes:	RAF	Marham	and	Norwich
Airport.	In	addition,	there	are	several	smaller,	unlicensed	aerodromes	within	the	local	area;	however,	these	facilities	do	not
have	associated	Aerodrome	Traffic	Zones	(ATZ)	or	Air	Traffic	Services	(ATS)	provisions.
The	majority	of	the	proposed	TRA	lies	within	Class	G	airspace,	offering	a	flexible	environment	for	BVLOS	operations.
However,	a	portion	of	the	TRA	extends	into	the	Norwich	Control	Zone	(CTR),	which	is	designated	as	Class	D	airspace
from	the	surface	(SFC)	up	to	4,000	feet	above	mean	sea	level	(AMSL).	Furthermore,	part	of	the	TRA	will	be	situated
beneath	Norwich	CTA	1,	which	spans	vertically	from	1,500	feet	AMSL	to	4,000	feet	AMSL	and	is	also	classified	as	Class
D	airspace.
To	the	west	of	the	proposed	TRA	lies	the	Marham	Military	Aerodrome	Traffic	Zone	(MATZ).	It	is	important	to	note	that	the
lateral	boundaries	of	the	MATZ	and	the	TRA	do	not	intersect	or	overlap.

*
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Application	Submission	Number:

DAP1916V2-1544

Please	note	that	the	Airspace	Regulation	team	will	contact	you	to	acknowledge	receipt	of	your	Statement	of	Need
and	to	confirm	the	unique	ACP	reference	number	(ACP-YYYY-NNN)	allocated	to	this	submission.	Following	receipt	of
your	unique	ACP	reference	number,	you	will	be	required	to	create	an	associated	airspace	change	proposal	on
the	CAA’s	Airspace	Change	Portal	(https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/).	Please	refer	to	CAP	2385	Airspace	Change
Portal	Important	Information	Guide.

Given	the	high	number	of	new	airspace	change	proposals	(ACP),	together	with	those	proposals	which	are	already	in
the	system,	it	is	possible	that	the	proposal	may	not	be	assigned	to	a	Technical	Regulator/Account	Manager
immediately	following	submission	of	the	Statement	of	Need.	New	proposals	are	allocated	on	a	first	come	first	served
basis,	unless	the	proposal	is	directly	related	to	safety	or	national	security	matters,	or	as	directed	by	the	Secretary	of
State	for	Transport's	priorities.

Once	your	submission	has	been	assigned	to	an	Account	Manager/Case	Officer,	arrangements	will	be	made	for	you	to
attend	an	Assessment	Meeting.	One	of	the	key	outputs	from	this	meeting	will	be	an	indicative	timeline	for	the
proposed	ACP.	For	Permanent	changes	(Level	1	and	Level	2	only),	to	enable	the	CAA	to	consider	your	proposed
timescales,	you	will	be	expected	to	present	dates	for	the	following	milestones	at	the	Assessment	Meeting:

DEFINE	Gateway
DEVELOP	&	ASSESS	Gateway
CONSULT	Gateway
Formal	Airspace	Change	Proposal	Submission
DECIDE	Gateway
Target	AIRAC

The	CAA	holds	Gateway	Assessment	Meetings	on	a	monthly	basis	and	the	annual	schedule	is	published	on
the	CAA's	airspace	change	portal	(https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/about-airspace-change/).

Finally,	you	should	also	note	that	from	September	2018	any	amendments	submitted	by	a	Data	Originator	or	ANSP	for
onward	promulgation	in	the	UK	IAIP	will	be	subject	to	the	Aeronautical	Data	Quality	Requirements.	See	Regulation
(EU)	No.	73/2010	as	retained	(and	amended	in	UK	domestic	law)	under	the	European	Union	(Withdrawal)	Act	2018	and
CAP	1054:	Aeronautical	Information	Management	(https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?
appid=11&mode=detail&id=6808)	guidance	material	for	further	information.	These	requirements	will	be	discussed	in
greater	details	during	the	course	of	your	initial	meeting	with	the	CAA.

When	you	have	completed	this	form,	click	this	button	to	submit	the	form	for	processing.	Do	not	click	this	button
more	than	once.	You	will	then	be	provided	with	further	instructions.
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