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From:
Sent: 24 July 2025 14:20
Subject: REMINDER: NATS Proposed Airspace Change: Midlands Airspace
Attachments: Midlands_Stage 1_Engagement.pdf

Good afternoon, 

We recently contacted you because NATS is proposing an airspace change proposal to improve the eƯiciency 
of the Midlands airspace above 7,000ft between London TMA and Manchester TMA.   

We would really like to hear your feedback, by next Thursday 31st July. We will interpret no response as no 
objection / comments. 

We are currently in Stage 1 of the CAP1616 Airspace Change Process – “Define”, and your organisation is 
identified as potentially impacted by this change. 

Please find attached a briefing pack which describes the need for change, the area of scope, and proposed 
design principles. 
We would like your feedback on the current day scenario, and the proposed Design Principles for this 
change.        
Please complete this brief form with your response to the following by Thursday 31 July:   

• Midlands Airspace current day scenario: Agree / Disagree.  Any comments.
• Midlands Airspace proposed Design Principles:  Agree / Disagree.  Any comments.

After this date, we will consider feedback and review the proposed DPs.  The finalised DPs will be used to 
develop and assess design options within Stage 2.   

We will seek further input from yourselves as we progress through that stage.  The project is still in 
development and will be subject to inclusion in NATS’ long term investment plan. 

Many thanks for your time, your feedback is important to us.  https://forms.oƯice.com/e/2RFXxXu7vy 

Kind regards 

NATS Airspace Change Team 

 
Airspace Change Specialist

E: 

4000 Parkway, Whiteley, 
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL 
www.nats.co.uk  
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EE3: Email update to stakeholders detailing updated Design Principles 

From: 

Sent: 04 Auqust 2025 14:43 

Subject: Midlands Airspace - Stage 1 Design Principles engagement update 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Thank you to those who responded to our recent engagement on our proposed design principles for the above 

change. 

This is a brief update to all stakeholders to update you on the design principle development for this ACP. 

In response to the feedback received, we have amended our proposed Design Principles. 

Below are the Design Principles we intend to submit to the CAA this Friday 8th August, and which will underpin 

the Design Development work as we progress to Stage 2. 

Priority Design Principle Description Update from e 

f,eedback 

A MOP Safety The airspace change proposal must maintain a high standard of No change 

safety and should seek to enhance current levels of safety. 

B DDP Operational The airspace change proposal should provide the greatest capacity No change 

(Capacity) benefits. 

B BOP Technical The Midlands Airspace design will provide a compatible and No change 
(Future Airspace optimised interface with the MTMA and LTMA modernisation projects. 

Enabler) 

B MOP Policy The airspace change proposal should not be inconsistent with Revised priorit) 

relevant legislation, the CAA's airspace modernisation strategy or 

Secretary of State and CAA's policy and guidance. 

C MOP No change 

Environment 

C DDP Technical No change 

(Performance 

based 

navigation) 

C DDP Technical New DP added 

(Ministry of 

Defence 

requirements) 

C DDP Technical 

The airspace change proposal should deliver the Government's key 

environmental objectives with respect to air navigation as set out in 

the Government's Air Navigation Guidance 2017. 

The proposed routes (instrument flight procedures/air traffic service 

routes) should be designed to enable efficiency benefits by using an 

appropriate standard of performance-based navigation 

The airspace change proposal should be compatible with the 

requirements of the Ministry of Defence. 

The airspace change proposal should consider the impacts of New DP added 

(Accessibility for operators and owners of all classes of aircraft, including general 

all airspace aviation and other civilian airspace users. 

users) 

C DDP Technical The volume and classification of controlled airspace required for the New DP added 

(Controlled provision of air traffic control services to IFR flights should be the 

airspace minimum necessary to deliver an efficient airspace design, taking into 

account the needs of other airspace users 

The Stage 1 submission which details the feedback received and the influence on the DPs will be published on 

the portal on Friday. 

The CAA portal page for this change is https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/PublicProposalArea?plD=710 
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We will be in touch again soon as we move into Stage 2 of the Airspace Change Process (CAP1616)  and look 
forward to working with your organisation as design options develop.   

In the meantime, thank you again for your feedback.  

Kind regards 

 
Airspace Change Specialist

E: 

4000 Parkway, Whiteley, 
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL 
www.nats.co.uk  
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