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Introduction 
 
This document is part of the documentation package for ACP-2025-009, Alignment 
with Dutch changes to K13A procedures in North Sea Area V. 
 
It serves as evidence that stakeholder engagement has taken place and includes 
copies of the (email) responses received. The table below summarises the key 
engagement dates: 
 

 Material shared Q&A session Response received 
MOD June 30, 2025 n/a July 7, 2025 
MCGA-SAR June 30, 2025 n/a July 7, 2025 
UK Heli operators* July 8, 2025 July 31, 2025 August 5, 2025 

 
* Offshore heli-operators involved: 
• Bond-Gama Aviation 
• Bristow  
• Offshore Helicopter Services 
• NHV 
• CHC 
• Uni-Fly 
 
The following pages contain copies of: 
• Email correspondence with MOD 
• Email correspondence with MCGA-SAR 
• Email correspondence with HeliOffshore on behalf of UK Offshore helicopter 

operators 
• Shared Engagement material (PowerPoint slide deck) 











 
OFFICIAL - Public. This email and any files transmitted with it have been cleared for unrestricted distribution.

 
Gentlemen,
I reached out to my contact in the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency to identify a suitable contact to
discuss some of the airspace changes being developed for the North Sea helicopter operations. 

  is the primary point of contact for this work - 
and  have also been proposed as having an interest. May I ask that you include

 in engagement activities for the K13A PinS – he should be able to advise on inclusion of the
additional parties.
 
Many thanks.
 

www.caa.co.uk
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delete this e-mail, as well as any associated attachment(s) and inform the sender. It should not
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June 23, 2025



Alignment with Dutch changes to K13A procedures in North Sea Area V

› (Dutch) change: Implementation of offshore Point in Space (PinS) procedures to gas 
transportation rig K13A by the Netherlands

› Opportunity: The change is expected to improve safety through the availability and better 
containment of advanced procedures when compared to the currently utilised airborne radar 
approaches (ARA) to K13A

› Current airspace design: North Sea Area V - Class G: The provision of air traffic services in this 
portion of UK airspace is delegated to the Netherlands. Services are provided to all traffic at or 
below FL55

› Current air traffic situation: Approximately 1 flight per day to/from gas production rig K13A 
with no significant change forecast

› Not inconsistent with AMS:  The changes are in Class G airspace, below 2000ft and over the 
North Sea in airspace where the provision of air traffic services is delegated to the Netherlands

Statement of Need ACP-2025-009 
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› K13A is situated in the Dutch Exclusive Economic Zone, airspace is 
UK, ATS is delegated to LVNL

› Current day helicopter operations (approaches) in IMC restricted to 
Airborne Radar Approaches

› Increasing space conflicts between platforms and (planned) wind 
farms

› PinS navigation is expected to be safer, more precise, less space 
needed

› Supports optimal wind farm planning

Background on Dutch change
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Source: ENR 6-3.1 (NL AIP)Source: ENR 6-25 (UK AIP)

Current situation (no wind farms)
North Sea Area V



NDW

K13-A

Dutch FOSA Study insights on ‘obstacle free zones’:

• Radar Approaches (ARA):
o For platforms near ~1000 ft wind turbines, the 

required approach path length is approximately 
7 NM

o To allow for 360° approaches and departures
(wind-dependent), a circular obstacle-free 
zone with a 7 NM radius around the platform is 
required

• VFR Day Operations:
o Requires an obstacle-free radius of 2.5 NM

Planned situation (with wind farms)

Norfolk Boreas

Norfolk Vanguard 
East

IJmuiden Ver

Hollandse Kust
(noord)Hollandse Kust

(west)

Nederwiek
(zuid)

North Sea 
Area V

Nederwiek
(noord)



› Reason: Maintain safety and accessibility with less physical space than ARAs, 
in a changing North Sea environment with growing wind farm presence.

› Goal: Promote the further development of PinS procedures to ensure safe and 
sufficient platform accessibility while optimizing space for wind energy.

› Expected results: 

– Implemented PinS approach and departure procedures to and from K13-A

– Baseline Concept of Operations for broader application if the pilot is 
successful.

Project PinS K13A
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Concept design K13A
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Approaches (from 2000 ft, proceed VFR):

• PinS APCH DIR 315, VPA 7.5% (500fpm @ 70kts)
LNAV + LPV minima

• PinS APCH DIR 135, VPA 7.5%
LNAV + LPV minima

• PinS APCH DIR 225, VPA ~11%    
LNAV minima, turn at MAPt (right turn)

• PinS APCH DIR 225, VPA ~11%    
LPV minima, turn after MAPt (left turn)

Departures (to 2000 ft):

• PinS departure: 3 DEP procedures 
(1x DIR 315, 2x DIR 135)

Approaches: 4 Departures: 3

Mobile obstacles (shipping)
• PinS with dynamic minimal: higher minima when 

ship is detected on WX radar

Expected obstacle free zone: 
• A “limited” cut-out of the wind farm may be necessary.



Timescale

8


	Engagement evidence_K13.pdf
	2025-08-05 Engagement Evidence K13A ACP-2025-009.pdf
	Introduction

	email UK MOD airspace users_2
	email MCGA - SAR_3
	email Heli Offshore RE_ K13A Airspace Impact Assessment_1

	Engagement K13A_draft 0.2 without draft on cover
	Dia 1: ACP-2025-009 Offshore PinS K13A

	Engagement evidence_K13
	Engagement K13A_draft 0.2
	Dia 2: Statement of Need ACP-2025-009 
	Dia 3: Background on Dutch change
	Dia 4: Current situation (no wind farms)
	Dia 5: Planned situation (with wind farms)
	Dia 6: Project PinS K13A
	Dia 7: Concept design K13A
	Dia 8: Timescale





