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CAA will not at this stage decide whether it meets the detailed requirements of the 
CAA’s process. 

  

The purpose of the Assessment Meeting as set out in CAP 1616 is for the Sponsor to 
present and discuss their Statement of Need, to enable the CAA to consider whether 
the proposal concerned falls within the scope of the formal airspace change process. 

Additionally, the sponsor is required to provide information on how it intends to fulfil the 
requirements of the airspace change process and to provide its provisional timescales. 

Lastly, the sponsor is required to provide information on how it intends to meet the 
engagement requirements of the airspace change process. 

 

 

Item 1 – Introduction 
CAA outlined the above Opening Statement. 

The attendees introduced themselves and outlined their respective roles. 

StirlingX, introduced their proposal for BVLOS drone operations in Norfolk. 

The company has over 14 years of experience in aerial survey and inspection, with more 
than 10,000 flights logged. 

The proposed operations aim to support infrastructure monitoring along the Norfolk 
Offshore Wind Zone (NOWZ) cable corridor using fixed-wing VTOL drones. 

 

Item 2 – Statement of Need (discussion and review) 
StirlingX seeks to establish a Temporary Reserved Area (TRA) with a Transponder 
Mandatory Zone (TMZ) overlay for a six-month trial. 

The trial will demonstrate safe BVLOS operations using a combination of ground-based 
sensors, onboard transponders, and detect-and-avoid (DAA) technologies. 

Three cascading objectives were outlined: 

1. Objective 1: Operate within TRA+TMZ using SSR-visible aircraft only. 
2. Objective 2: Expand access to EC-equipped aircraft and validate DAA systems. 
3. Objective 3 (Future): Enable BVLOS operations in unsegregated Class G 

airspace. 










