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The Government has set out a view that a co-ordinated national programme of airspace modernisation is
necessary, and that failure to update the country’s ‘motorways in the sky’ could constrain the operation,
resilience and growth of the UK'’s aviation sector. In 2017 the Department for Transport (DfT) published the

Mnole for ‘Upgrading UK Airspace’. This str ' nticipates that airports will continue to

t the operational constraints imposed by cu rrangements would increase unless
airspace is updated. In response to direction from the Government, in December 2018 the Civil Aviation

Authority (CAA) published its Airspace Modernisation S’rrqm’regy establishes a shared objective with

the Government to review and refresh future airspace.
In line with the Government and CAA’s shared modernisation o!|ec’rive, East Midlands Airport seeks to begin
the process of updating its airspace. This will include reviewing arrival and departure routes for aircraft

operating at altitudes of 7,000 feet and below. These IOV*mges will then need to integrate with
changes made at higher levels, and at other airports, as part of the national programme of change.

East Midlands Airport is in the centre of the UK, in the District of North West Leicestershire, around 14 miles
from Nottingham, 14 miles from Derby and 19 miles from Leicester. It is a unique airport in the UK in that it
serves, in relatively equal proportions, three key cities and is the UK’s largest dedicated cargo airport; making
East Midlands Airport an important regional hub for international connectivity and a national hub for air freight
and international trade. In 2018, 4.9 million passengers used the airport and over 365,000 tonnes of cargo
were processed through the site. In total, there were 76,620 air traffic movements at the airport in the last year,
including passenger, freight, military and general aviatio

MAG
East Midlands
W Airport



Consistent with other UK airports, East Midlands Airport’s air traffic network currently relies on an outdated
network of ground based navigational aids. National Air Traffic Services (NATS) has advised that, by December
2022, it will remove its support for these ground-based navigation aids and therefore all airports will need to
dependency on them. These ground-based e standard instrument departures
wondord terminal arrival routes (STARs) that aircratt use to tly to and from East Midlands Airport and,
therefore, without transitioning to more modern ways of fliini |such as satellite navigation), their removal will

adversely impact airport operations and so an alternative quired.

Currently, arrival and departure routes at East Midlands /!lrpor’r !o not fully utilise the capability of modern
aircraft navigation technology and techniques. A modernised airspace will allow aircraft to more fully realise
their benefits, potentially increasing efficiency, reducing ftil CO, emissions, enhancing safety and

reducing the impact of aircraft noise. This will benefit oirlinen’r and communities.

As part of the Civil Aviation Authority’s Airspace Modernisation Strategy, the Future Airspace Strategy
Implementation South and North (FASI-South & FASI-North) projects have been established to co-ordinate the
interdependent airspace change proposals that are required to streamline the airspace structures for airports in
the North and South of England. East Midlands’ central location means it will be important that the changes

introduced at the airport are integrated with both projects; ensurini a national airspace infrastructure that is

cohesive and allows maximum benefits across the countr d.
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* Issues
- Coordination of interdependent ACPs

%I of Ground Based Navigational Aids in MQ
|

ities of aircraft using EMA airspace
* Opportunities
- CCO and CDA I

= More precise avoidance of sensitive areas

= Relocation of arrival holds in conjunction with N

= Increased operational efficiency _

= Reduction in emissions and noise
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* Issues
- Coordination of interdependent ACPs

%oin communication with FASI-North ond%nd working groups
| of Ground Based Navigational Aids in December 2
Engage wit NATS and CAA regarding Timescolle with delays) and identify technical

solutions proactively.
= Capabilities of aircraft using EMA airspace I

Incorporate with the Design Principles.

I
* Opportunities
- CCD and CDA -

= More precise avoidance of sensitive areas

Relocation of stacking holds in conjunction with NERL
= Increased operational efficiency

= Reduction in emissions and noise

Incorporate with the Design Principles. __
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* To be determined and advised by the CAA and recorded in minutes.
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PROVISIONAL PROCESS TIMESCALES

Proposed submission date

1

N O g hAWON

Define

Develop & Assess
Consult

Update & Submit
Decide
Implement

Post Implementation Review

Dec 2019
May 2020
Apr 2021
Jul 2021

Mar 2022
Aug 2022
Jul 2023

(
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* Prepare for Gateway 1 — Define submission:
= ldentify Design Principles through engagement.

mpqraﬁon for Stage 2A — Design Principle Opfions Development.
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