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015) on 27th May 2026. On 17th June 2026 the CAA received a request to extend the operational trial pending the outcome of the permanent 
ACP in accordance with the Air Navigation Directions 2023, paragraph 8 (5). The sponsor has requested that the CAA consider a trial 
extension to maintain safety whilst the CAA makes a decision on the permanent change because operational adaptations have been made 
for all operators and ATC units affected (Biggin Hill and Swanwick ACC Terminal Control). CAP1616G (V5.1) paragraph 8.21 states that 
normally, the airspace should revert to its original state until the full process for a change is completed – although it is not always practical or 
prudent to disestablish a trial procedure and the CAA may consider extending the airspace trial whilst the permanent airspace change 
process is being progressed. In accordance with paragraph 8.21, the CAA has considered whether it is more practical and prudent to permit 
a trial extension in accordance with Phase C conditions whilst the permanent ACP is progressed. 
The following factors have been taken into account, and the recommendation to the decision maker is to approve the trial extension 
with conditions detailed in C.1.1 pending the outcome of the permanent airspace change (ACP-2026-015). 
The arguments made by the sponsor highlight the operational safety impact of not extending the trial pending the outcome of the 
permanent ACP. These include the potential for creating confusion amongst operators by withdrawing the trial procedures prior to re-
instating them should the permanent ACP be approved. The sponsor also cites airspace users and adjacent ANSPs that have built 
awareness of the trial procedure and its operating environment. The RNP 03 instrument approach also maintains a higher standard of 
safety than the extant visual circling approach for Runway 03. Human factors risks are highlighted too based around ATCO currency 
and training/competency maintenance at both LBHA and Swanwick ACC.     
In addition to the arguments made by the sponsor, the feedback to date on the trial has seen no CAS incursions and the IFP flown to 
high levels of accuracy. There have been some track deviations observed but the reasons for these have been justifiable, albeit with 
feedback awaited from 10 flights in July (out of a total of 134 during the month). The FMS issue for certain operating types identified 
within Phase B has been rectified by the FMS coding houses, and no adverse feedback has been received from either local 
communities or operators. As of 3 August, 34 noise complaints had been received from stakeholders, which have been reviewed. 
None of the complaints suggested impacts from the trial that were different from those anticipated. While some stakeholders 
expressed concerns about the noise impact, they will be able to provide their feedback as part of the consultation for the permanent 
ACP.  
It is recommended that trial extension is approved with the conditions detailed in C.1.1, which broadly align with the those applied to Phase C 
as detailed in the CAA Statement on 19th March 2026. 
It is additionally recommended that the sponsor is required to update all relevant stakeholders prior to the commencement of the trial 
extension, and to remind them how they should feedback any comments. 
The Phase C CAA Statement required a full report in accordance with CAP670 GEN.03 by 16th December 2026.  It is recommended that this 
condition is adjusted to a date to be confirmed by the CAA prior to any decision on ACP-2026-015. Oversight of the trial through monthly 
sponsor reporting is recommended to ensure a high standard of safety is maintained and that the trial continues to meet its objectives. 
The current Phase C AIP SUP expires at the end of 14th October 2026. The trial extension will therefore be implemented on 15th October 
2026 until 13th October 2027.   
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