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The preferred option that emerged from the Stage 3 Full Options Appraisal (FOA) and was carried forward into consultation was Vectors to RNP 
(Vectors to Final Approach) for Runways 16 and 34; and raising the base of the southwest portion of CTA-3 from 3,000 ft to 4,500 ft, releasing 
approximately 27.8 nm³ of Class D controlled airspace for general aviation use. This had a net benefit over 10 years of -£160k (2024 prices) 
largely due to airport infrastructure costs incurred and fuel burn which in turn is driven by an assumption of a 5% uptake by arrivals of the new 
procedures in preference to ILS. 

 

Sponsor notes that traffic forecasts are unchanged. At least 95 percent of arrivals are expected to continue operating as per the current day 
scenario. The proposal does not seek additional movements. Capacity over the controlled airspace is maintained rather than increased. Other 
design options prior to consultation were largely ruled out on grounds separate from economic factors. The sponsor explains that the T-Bar and 
Curved Approach options were discontinued because the environmental differences between the options were negligible, but the T-Bar and 
Curved Approach options introduced greater complexity and safety risk.  

 

The qualitative strategic benefits for modernising the airspace was to provide elective procedures for arrivals to Aberdeen airport in the event of an 
ILS outage which in turn would reduce air traffic control workload compared to others. However, the appraisal noted there were limited incidents of 
unplanned ILS outages at the airport for which to draw intelligence upon to inform the appraisal. 

 

The proposal to release controlled airspace was almost separate to the options under consideration as it would be happening anyway, which 
effectively put the appraisal in two parts. For the proposal to raise the base of CTA-3 from 3,000 ft to 4,500 ft, the sponsor undertook surveillance 
analysis; ATC reviewed operational impacts; safety concerns raised during consultation were specifically considered; ATC concluded the release 
could be achieved safely; and the sponsor reports benefits to General Aviation users through improved airspace access and reduced risk of 
infringements at higher altitudes.  

 

Sponsor reviews the full options appraisal submitted at consultation with evidence as part of the consultation and engagement period. Following 
consultation, the underlying traffic forecasts and assumptions were reviewed and verified as still valid. The final Instrument Flight Procedure (IFP) 
design work resulted in no changes to the RNP procedures compared with those assessed in the Stage 3 FOA. There were no changes to the 
airspace design arising from consultation. Few updates were actually made to the final design option following consultation, but suggestions were 
reviewed in relation to release of controlled airspace around visual reference points. 

 

The environmental assessments from the Full Options Appraisal were considered still valid for Stage 4 and were carried through into the Final 
Options Appraisal using the same appraisal methodology. The sponsor has been largely consistent with the criteria, methodology and presentation 
approach used previously. There is an additional 6 tonnes of fuel burnt which arises because a small proportion (assumed 5%) of arrivals fly the 
RNP procedure rather than being vectored to the ILS. This should be offset by resilience benefits to aviation stakeholders during ILS outages that 
are not reflected purely by annual fuel calculations and monetised impacts. Similarly, sponsor has taken care to explain the assumptions 






