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This ACP was originally part of the UK Airspace Modernisation Masterplan of airspace changes; however, following stage 2, it was noted that the likely 
changes would not impact the FASI programme as they do not connect to the network, and therefore the sponsor elected to withdraw from the UK 
Airspace Modernisation Masterplan. 
 
This assessment concludes that the sponsor has presented a clear and proportionate justification for both elements of the proposal. The introduction of 
RNP approaches aligns with the objectives of the Airspace Modernisation Strategy through the adoption of Performance Based Navigation and offers 
operational benefits including improved resilience, reduced controller workload during ILS outages compared to existing non-precision approaches. The 
proposal does not seek to increase airport capacity or materially alter existing traffic 
patterns. Aircraft flying an RNP approach would be vectored by ATC to final approach, as 
happens in the current day scenario. The key difference is ILS arrivals have flexibility in 
where they join final approach from 8nm and beyond; however, RNP arrivals would be 
vectored to join final approach at the Initial Fix (IF), usually with a closing heading of no 
greater than 45˚. 
 
The proposal to reclassify a section of CTA3 from Class D to Class G (dimensions indicated in 
adjacent figure: ABZ Stage 4 ACP Submission V1.0, Figure 6, p24) is supported by stakeholder 
engagement and evidence demonstrating limited utilisation of the affected airspace by 
Aberdeen inbound/outbound traffic. The change is expected to improve access for General 
Aviation users, particularly glider operations in the vicinity of Aboyne, whilst also providing 
the potential for a reduction in airspace infringements.  
 
The assessment found that the sponsor has largely satisfied the operational and technical 
requirements of the CAP 1616 process and has provided sufficient evidence to support the 
proposed changes. A small number of matters remain subject to ongoing regulatory 
assurance activities, including resolution of issues relating to the notification and operation 
of controlled airspace outside periods of continuous ATC frequency monitoring. These 
matters are appropriately addressed through the recommended conditions attached to the 
proposal. Subject to fulfilment of those conditions and completion of the remaining 
regulatory activities, the proposal is considered acceptable from an operational and 
technical perspective and is suitable for approval. 
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 The ACP states that the proposed RNP procedures are intended to provide operational resilience during periods of ILS unserviceability and 
are not expected to be used routinely. As such, no material change to the traffic mix at Aberdeen Airport is forecast and the proposal is not 
intended to increase capacity or alter the types of aircraft operating at the airport. 
 
In considering complexity and workload more broadly (i.e. isolated from traffic mix), the sponsor has provided evidence that the 
introduction of RNP procedures is not anticipated to increase day-to-day ATC workload or operational complexity. Formal feedback from 
Aberdeen ATC indicates that, when utilised, the proposed RNP approaches would simplify operations during periods of ILS outage when 
compared with the current reliance on conventional VOR/DME or NDB/DME procedures. The proposed RNP procedures are expected to 
provide a more efficient and predictable approach option, thereby reducing controller workload and operational complexity when the ILS is 
not available. 

 
The sponsor states that the RNP procedures are “not anticipated to impact complexity and day-to-day ATC workload”, and that the 
proposed reclassification of part of CTA3 is similarly “not anticipated to have any impacts on complexity and workload”(ABZ Stage 4 ACP 
submission document, table 23, p93). The analysis undertaken within the ACP assessment supports these conclusions. The affected portion 
of CTA3 is subject to very limited use by Aberdeen arrivals and departures, and the proposed RNP procedures have been designed to 
replicate existing arrival operations as closely as practicable. 
 
Accordingly, the assessment is satisfied that the impact of the proposal on traffic mix, operational complexity and controller workload has 
been appropriately considered and that the sponsor's conclusions are proportionate to the nature and scale of the proposed change. 
 

2.6 Are any draft Letters of Agreement and/or Memoranda of Understanding included and, if so, do they contain 
the commitments to resolve ATS procedures (ATSD) and airspace management requirements? 

N/A 

 ABZ Stage 4 ACP submission document (para 2.11.4, p61) states that Aberdeen ATC have reviewed existing unit Letters of Agreement and 
‘confirm that no changes are required as a result of this ACP.’ 

2.7 
Should there be any other aviation activity (low flying, gliding, parachuting, microlight site etc) in the vicinity of 
the new airspace structure and no suitable operating agreements or ATC Procedures can be devised, what 
action has the change sponsor carried out to resolve any conflicting interests? 

N/A 

 Feedback received from aviation stakeholders, was supportive of the proposal (Annex A Consultation Response Document) and did not 
identify any unresolved conflicts requiring further mitigation. The sponsor has adequately considered the impact on other aviation 
activities in the vicinity of Aberdeen and no additional operating agreements or procedures are considered necessary as a result of the 
proposed change. 
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Operational assessment approved by 
Manager Airspace Regulation  

 

14/9/26 

Manager Airspace Regulation Comments: 
Comments are contained in the decisions log 
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